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Om Healing Circle

n OM Healing circleisan
ancient technique from
Indiathat harnessesthe

power of the OM chant for the
purposes of healing at all levels

of being (primarily for the benefit
of thosein the group, but thereis
also an *absent healing’ aspect).

A specific ritual that utilizesthis
power has recently been made
public by Mahavatar Babaji
through Swami Vishwananda,
and the Bhakti Marga foundation.

“Through the grace of Maha-
vatar Babaji, we have brought
back the ancient OM Healing
technique. Intoday’sworld,
dependence is focused and placed
upon using chemicalsto heal the
physical form. Chanting OM in
the OM Healing Circleisa simple
technique that can bring healing
ability back to the individual per-
son....which has the power to heal
the body, mind and spirit.”

- Swami Vishwananda
First and Third Sunday of the

Month, 6:00 pm. Sacred Space
Yoga Studio, 410 Bryant Circle,
Ste. A. For moreinfo, contact
Bhagavati at 805/901-2596

“QOjai Valley News
Publishes Pro-Develop-
ment Agenda” Advert:

Make Ojai ‘Better’

» Does Ojal need the added traf-
fic congestion that will be brought
here by overdevelopment and an
expensive new performing arts
center?

» Does Oja need anew taxpayer-
subsidized performing arts center
to compete with, and possibly ruin,
cherished establishments like the
Ojai Art Center and Theater 150 ?
* Does Ojai need a taxpayer-sub-
sidized performing arts center to
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draw patrons and funding away
from the Libbey Bowl and recently
remodeled Matilija Auditorium ?

It is doubtful that whoever is
behind the Make Ojai Better sur-
vey paid for an entire page in the
Ojai Valley News just to ask if we
need to support local artists. The
survey questions suggest a pro-
growth, pro-devel oper agenda, and
are formulated to €elicit only posi-
tive responses to issues that some
wrongly believe will be solved by
turning the Ojai Valley into amin-
lature San Fernando Valley.

Don't be surprised if Make
Ojai Better announces that their
survey reveals Oja residents are
clamoring for more high-density
housing projects and a big ex-
pensive performing arts center;
implying that we don’'t really care
about increased traffic congestion,
air pollution, diminishing water
resources, the degradation of our
small town quality of life or wast-
ing tax dollars.

The survey is a crude example of
apush poll, designed to advocate
or push a political or social agenda
rather the objectively sample
public opinion. Evenif Make Ojai
Better intends to accurately report
survey results, anyone who wants
to send multiple, anonymous on-
line computer responses or buys a
few dozen newspapers, can easily
distort the results.

A far more credibl e assessment
of the values and priorities held by
Ojai Valley residents has aready
been made by the Ojai Valleywide
Discussion Project organized
by Supervisor Steve Bennett in
2007. Itinvolved over two hun-
dred people in a series of open
meetings where voting was openly
counted and the agenda was not
controlled by any single special
interest group. The 4 top concerns
were: preserving the environment
and making Ojai a green commu-
nity, disaster preparation, improved
communication during emergen-
cies, traffic congestion and im-
proved public transportation.

Neither high-density affordable
housing projects, nor a performing
arts center were even listed among
the top 13 concerns of valley resi-
dents.

Roderick Greene, Ojai
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"‘fc*io'mmunity Support

| miss Jeffrey very much and I’'m
sure he would want a paper to go
on.

When will the first issue be out ?

| would like to support the paper
with taking an ad out.

My shopisLinda’'s Claws &
Paws in Ventura.....648.6060

Thanksto all of you for keeping
the spirit of the Voice alive!

S 4 All the best,
Linda Lamon

_- \

“ Good judgment comes from
experience, and experience
comes from bad judgment.”

- Aldous Huxley

Attorney Troubles ?

the
CA. SietteBer

Assodetion

call (800) 843-9053

Utility Companies Still
Drowning Ventura
County Ranchers

he past few years have
been very difficult years
for the Southern Califor-

niacitrusindustry. Thousands of
orange acres have been removed
from production due to seriously
depressed crop returns. Some
production areas within the county
have relatively limited choices of
aternative crops for avariety of
geophysical reasons....Ojai being
acaseinpoint. Thestruggletore-
main in agriculture, and necessar-
ily maintain a profitable economic
position, will be made extremely
difficult or impossible by the
imposition of water rates that so
markedly increase what is already
grower’s single biggest expense.
Interestingly, and | think sig-
nificantly, the Casitas dam water
project was initially proposed to
provide support for the local ag
industry in drought times, and as
such received aloan from the Bu-
reau of reclamation interest-free to
the extent that agriculture was ex-
pected to be the user of the water.
How ironic if in the end Casitas
water rate hikes spell the demise
of the Qjai citrusindustry.
JessLong
Ojai resdent and family farmer....
(1955-present)
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Editorial Policy

The Ojai & Ventura Rose is Freg, owned by
Brian Smith, edited, and written by contribu-
tors, and Printed by Western Web, distribut-
ed inthe Ojai & Ventura Gold Coast Region.
Views in the Rose do not necessarily reflect
those of the editorial board, local govern-
ment, corporations, advertisers or other
dependent entities. Requests for news or
feature coverage, or concerns about editorial
or advertising content should be addressed
to the editor. Sole responsibility for content
of The Ojal & Ventura Rose rests with the
Rose Editorial Board. Rose graphic/content
is copyrighted by Stealthkat Graphics. After
publication in the Rose, the copyright of all
written, visual and artistic material reverts
back to the author, photographer, artist or
advertiser.

Distribution

Limit: One Copy Per Reader. The Rose may
be distributed by authorized personnel/dis-
tributors only.

“What’s in a Name ?
That which we call a Rose.
By Any Other Name...

Every Rose has it’s Thorn !

...would Smell as Sweet”
No person, without the permission of the
publisher of the Rose, may take more than
one copy of each Rose issue unless $2 is paid
to the Publisher for each issue. For further
information, contact:
circulation@OjaiandVentur aRose.com

L ett mission
L etters to the Editor & Submissions must
be signed. All letters must include name,
address, and accessible phone number clearly
printed. Names may be withheld, but not al-
way's, upon request. Libel will not be printed.
All correspondence should be directed to the
Ojai & Ventura Rose, current address:
P.O. Box 1824, Ojai, CA 93024, current
phoneinfo: 805/640-8439

editor @OjaiandVenturaRose.com
Advertising
Advertising inquiries should be directed to

the Ojai & Ventura Rose

advertise@OjaiandVentur aRose.com
OjaiandVenturaRose.com
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Whose Cable
isit Anyway ?

jai’s Channel 10 will

be ending as of Jan. 1,

2009. At that time,
channel 10 will be handed over to
the City of Ojai and no longer run
by Time Warner. Therewill be no
Public Access programs, nor any of
the Government meetings aired on
Channel 10.

The way it works now, Time
Warner has an employee that
comes to the Ojal studio three
afternoons and evenings aweek.
Monday and Tuesday’s are for
Public Access/Educational pro-
grams and Wednesday isjust for
the Government programming.

When Channel 10 is handed
to the City of Ojai it will then
be Ojai’ s responsibility to either
eliminate the channel altogether,
or continue running the channel
themselves. The City of Qjai is
considering using the internet by
having streaming video of the City
Council meetings but what about
all of the seniorsin Ojai that do
not have a computer or don’t know
how to use one? They are the ones
that like to watch the meetings on
television. | myself prefer to
have the television on instead of
watching atiny little 320 X 240
video on my computer.

It would be nice if we can con-
tinue the programming on Chan-
nel 10. There are people that are
adamant that the Government
programming is mandated. Well,
that isjust not true. The Digital
I nfrastructure and Competition
Act (DIVCA) of 2006, AB 2987,
permits cable companies to fran-
chise with the state of California
instead of with the individual cit-
ies asthey havein the past. This
eliminates the responsibility of the
cable company of operating alocal
public access studio in the future.
The original Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) ruling
provided for Public Access, Edu-
cational and Government (PEG),
channels. Herein Qjai thishasall
been done on Channel 10. DIVCA
does not mandate that PEG con-
tinues, but it does eliminate the
opportunity for each community
to decideif they want it and then

it would have to be a part of the
franchise agreement.

On Dec. 20, 2006, the FCC gut-
ted their funding to continue with
their PEG rulings which provided
for the PEG/Community Media
throughout the country. The
Digital Infrastructure Video
Competition Act (DIVCA), which
took effect Jan. 1, 2008, places
the Public Utilities Commission
(PUC) in charge of choosing which
cable company each community
will be using as of Jan. 1, 2009. If
the individual communities do not
have a franchise agreement with
a specific company, then the State
of California PUC will make the
decision asto which cable com-
pany will be used. If Time Warner
continues as the cable company of
Ojai, then there will be no PEG or
Channel 10 unless the City of Ojai
finds someone to run the station,
or, they would have to run it them-
selves. Time Warner is shelving
al PEG asof Jan. 1, 2009, unless
their franchise agreement doesn’t
expire before then. There are other
optionsiif the City of Ojai isinter-
ested. The cable companies pay
each city 1% of the money they
collect from the cable fees for their
community. Shouldn’t this 1%
be used to continue Channel 10?
When we had the Ojai Ranch Fire
in 1999, how did we learn what
was happening and the status of the
fire? Channel 10.

When we had the Wolf Fire, how
did we find out the status of it?
Channel 10.

When we had the flooding afew
years ago and the roads in and out
of the Ojal Valley were impassable,
how did we find out what to do?
Channel 10.

If Channel 10 is shelved then
what do we do in adisaster ?

April Jo Rogers
Valley View Video, Ojai

“The tree of liberty needs to
be watered frequently with
the blood of tyrants’

- Thomas Jeffer son

Voiceyour Letters?

editor @ojaiandventur arosecom

Don’'t Tell MeWho | am... Let me guess!

Do You LikeYour Work ’?T
Part |

cerned about an impoverished retirement or worse

(i.e. having afantasy of pushing a shopping cart
around). The economic reality for most of usisthat we
have to work almost al of out lives.

Sisyphus was punished by the gods. He had to push a
stone uphill, watch it roll back down and push it up again
for eternity. More and more people in our highly tech-
nical society feel this way about their work and get up
every morning with dread. Often we leave our true selves
behind when we enter the workplace, put on a mask and
become who the corporation or the boss wants us to be.
Wefollow instructions from “above” even when we don'’t
believe they will yield the desired results. Sometimes we
protect our superiors even when they don’t deserve our
respect. We look away from ethical violationsand collude
with othersin a conspiracy of silence (Zweig).

We give up individuality to fit the mold at great expense
to us. Then we come home and impose our resentment on
our families or repress our feelings via alcohol, food and
television, etc.

What to do? Well I’ ve seen some folks who' ve decided
to take off their masks of passive compliance and enter the
workplace being more authentic and genuine with their
feelings, thoughts and actions with considerable success.
Its obvioudly arisk, but the pay off is equally high as soul
re-enters their working life. Others, because of their re-
sponsibilities, feel they haveto stay in an unrewarding job
and find soul elsewhere — in friendship, hobbies, family
and community. This gets tricky, however, when we sac-
rifice our deeper creative self to neurotic fears and anxiet-
lesfor safety and security. Still otherstake aleap of faith,
face their fears and look for work elsewhere. The best
circumstance for this change iswhen it is not done purely
on impulse, when no stone has been left unturned to make
the present job more soulful and when other possibilities
have been well researched.

Love to Mother Meera. One for all and all for one.

T here are many mid-lifers who are at times con-

PETER RUDOLF MILHADO, PH.D.
35 Years Experience Lic #MFT 14142
(805) 640-1810
Extensive Experience With Artists In All Creative Fields
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Who's Watching The Store Over At Ventura City Hall... ?

By Frank Pecarich

few weeks ago after

saying they believed

they only had a minor
problem with revenue this year,
the City of Ventura came out with
arevised position which said the
City budget wasin crisis. Well,
they put it a bit differently in their
March 19th press release with this
euphemistic title, “ City of Ventura
Executes |mmediate Stepsto Pre-
serve Fiscal Sustainability.”

With all due deference to the
recent popularity of the term *sus-
tainability’, after reading the press
release | prefer my description of
thesituation asa‘crisis’. | know
that if | had this much jeopardy in
my household budget, I'd call it a
crisis.

Asfar back as 6 months ago,
there were citiesin California
that were indicating deep con-
cern about their budgets given the
State’s economic problems. Last
Fall, Alan Tandy, Bakersfield City
Manager for example, publicly
alerted their city council that there
could easily be amajor revenue
shortfall. More recently, the City
of Vallgjo announced severe condi-
tions that could lead even to City
of Vallgjo bankruptcy. The City of
San Francisco has for months now
been planning their major cutbacks
to accommodate their shrinking
revenue. Through all thisand up
to its March 19th announcement,
the only problem identified by
Ventura was a small shortfall of
approximately $2 million, which
isnot even a 2% shortfall in their
overall budget.

“...$10 million of the City's
assetswere “invested” in
Bear Stearns (BS) private
assets...technically reduced
to almost worthless...”

On March 19th however, the City
of Ventura jolted Ventura citizens
to life with the announcement that
cuts would likely need to be made
and quickly. Thelist of probable
cutsis extensive, including closing

City Hall every other Friday and an
immediate hiring freeze. At least |
thought, the City hasfinally caught
on to the economic downturn by
stating, “Locally, the economic
downturn has affected City revenue
through aloss of expected sales

tax dollars - currently 10% below
projections; decreased property tax
from falling home prices - down
24 percent over the prior year; and
adecrease in revenue from build-
ing permits - down more than 15
percent from expected totals.”

“ City finance officers are
supposed to be trained in
public finance and
have competence....”

Then the next sentence in the
press release jumped out at me,
City “liquidity has also been af-
fected; the City holds $10 million
in what were AAA rated Bear
Stearns investment notes’. $10
million of the City’s assets were
“invested” in Bear Stearns (BS)
private assets which had been tech-
nically reduced to amost worthless
in the JP Morgan buyout of near-
bankrupt BS. What the City means
isthat their ‘investment’ isilliquid
because it cannot be exchanged on
the market for any amount of mon-
ey closeto theinitia investment.
That isto say, it is near worthless
aslong asit has no liquidity value.

“Most citiesinvest their
cash assetsin highly safe
Treasury instruments and
other government-backed

securities.”

Stepping back, we need to see
thereisavery special role that
needs to be played with City as-
sets by their Finance Officer and
Finance Office. Paramount in any
city finance mission is preserving
the safety of the reserves and mini-
mizing risk. If you review charters
from municipalities all over the
country, you will seethat preserv-
ing financial assetsis supposed to

be their top priority; any invest-
ment for gain should be done with
the primary goal of asset preserva-
tion in mind.

City finance officers are sup-
posed to be trained in public
finance and have competence to
determine the financial safety
and viability of any investment
proposal. Most citiesinvest their
cash assets in highly safe Treasury
instruments and other government-
backed securities. Risking money
with an investment bank such as
Bear Stearnswould not be high on
alist of prudent investments. Pure
investment banks such as Bear
Stearns are not remotely similar
to commercial banks such as Wells
Fargo or Bank of America. There
is no form of government insur-
ance for deposits, and they are rec-
ognized as focused on higher risk
ventures such as hedge funds, etc.

“Why did you even think

about investing money in

high-risk investment bank
debt obligations ?”

Bear Stearnswas also heavily ex-
posed to subprime mortgages, plus
the firm had less capital and was
less diversified than even itsinvest-
ment bank rivals. Moreover it
should have been no big surprise to
anyone paying attention that Bear
Stearnswas in trouble. Asearly

as nine months ago, evidence of
their traumawas in the news. (See
sidebar, below — Bear Sterns, The
Evidence of a High Risk Gone
Bad) It can never be said that BSs
problems were flying below the
radar.

lateral to another fund, the Bear
Stearns High-Grade Structured
Credit Enhanced Leveraged
Fund. Thefundswere invested
in thinly traded collateralized debt
obligations (CDO’s) found to be
worth less than their mark-to-
model value. Merrill Lynch seized
$850 million worth of the underly-
ing collateral but only was able

to auction $100 million of them.
The incident sparked concern of
contagion as Bear Stearns may

be forced to liquidate its CDOs,
prompting a mark-down of similar
assets in other portfolios.

During the week of July 16,
2007, Bear Stearns publicly dis-
closed that the two subprime hedge
funds had lost nearly all of their
value amid arapid declinein the
market for subprime mortgages.

Bear Sterns. The Evidence
of aHigh Risk Gone Bad
ack in June 22, 2007 as
reported by the New York
Times and other main-
stream press, Bear Stea-
rns pledged a collateralized loan
of up to $3.2 billion to “bail out”
one of itsfunds, the Bear Stearns
High-Grade Structured Credit
Fund, while negotiating with other
banks to loan money against col-

Last July the financial stewards
at the City of Ventura should
have been taking actions that
would have put Ventura at less
risk. Thereisno good reason |
can think of why Ventura is still
holding Bear Stearns bonds which
are presently worthless and which
could have been sold on the market
months earlier when Bear Stearns
was clearly in so much financial
trouble.

So we have two questions for
the people charged with protecting
our financial assets at the City of
Ventura.

“Ms. Measuresin addition
to performing on the Ventura
City Council in past years
has made a career in bank-
ing over 25 years...”

--Why did you even think about
investing money in high-risk in-
vestment bank debt obligations?

-- And, onceit was clear there was
a big problem with Bear Sterns,
why did you not take action to
avert the potential for a disastrous
loss of needed reserve funds?

The stated investment policy for
Ventura identifies “safety” of prin-
cipal asthe foremost objective of
the City investment program. And
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Ventura's Risky Business...
yet with evidence mounting in the
investment world for the past year
that risk was high and ever increas-
ing, the stewards of our financial
assets did not act to lessen risk and
the elected officials to whom they
report did not intervene.

The City is supposed to have
an oversight and advisory com-
mittee which isto help guide the
City ininvestment matters. But
when we look at the membership
of this group called the “I nvest-
ment Oversight Committee”, we
find it is comprised not of outside,
independent financial advisors
who could provide real advice and

oversight. Rather it is composed of

City Manager Rick Cole and three
of hisfinance department employ-
ees and only one non-employee
member, Rosa Lee Measures.

Checking the public record
shows that Ms. Measures in addi-
tion to performing on the Ventura
City Council in past years has
made a career in banking over 25
years, serving as Vice President
and Regional

Manager of —

the Imperial
Savings and
Loan Associa
tion. ;

Cdll me f,h yi’
naive, but g
where was the‘-f:’l' i
representatior g, -
of someone \%
who is steepe
in the financie
practices of
modern day
public invest-
ment ?
Where isthe
evidence that anyone
familiar with the daily topsy turvy
atmosphere of fixed income invest-
ment was even available for con-
sultation?

In other words and with all due
respect for Ventura's pride in self-
management, who was watching
the store?

How could anyone having any
sense of the investment world not
realize until sometimein March
2008 that major financial institu-
tions al over the globe were crum-
pling like a cheap suit?

| would say that either the people
responsible for money manage-

N
-

ment in the City of Ventura didn’t
know what was happening or that
they knew what was happening and
chose to ignore the consequences.
In any event, Ventura citizens
deserve better and should demand
better from their public servants
and those who choose to lead them
in elected office.

Frank Pecarich, Ventura

‘Oh Geeze, Missed
it by That Much !’

Grand Pooh-Bah
‘Measures City Hall
‘OneHedl of AMess

R. Ellis Smith

ow we
aretold
by the

Gangin
the lvory Tower
that not only is

- the city’s “bal-
anced” budget in one hell of a
mess, but it'sin double the mess
we were told a couple of weeks
~— ago. Onecan
only imagine
where we are
going to be by
the date of the
city’sfisca
s Y EEX.
—  Oneof the
items they
aregoingto
perpetrate on
~—— — uslowly igno-
_=—" — rantcitizens
isto havethe
Gangin the
[ vory Tower
meet only 3
times per month instead of 4 times
per month. Now unlessthey are
going to reduce their $600/mo.
pittance that each of them collects,
($800/mo for the Mayor), by 25%
| really don’t see what the savings
are going to be by eliminating one
meeting per month.

Oh sure they will save a couple
of bucks on the electricity that it
takes to light up the Gangs meet-
ing hall, and the electricity it takes
to run the little lights they flash at
each other when they want to talk,
but other than that | really don’'t
see any great monetary savings.

Hey | got agreat idea, on the day

_ e

=0

they aren’t going to have a council
meeting they could hold an I vory
Tower garage sale, get rid of afew
items they don’t really need... you
know like the massive thrones they
use to impress us at their meetings
that they do have.

By the way, are they still going
to loan the Arts Council acouple
of Million dollarsto help in their
construction of the Arts Colony ?

R. Ellis Smith, Ventura

..with an authenticity born
at the side of a cowboy
campfire. Adrian listens

to and records the stories
that the Old Cowboys

have to tell, with a deep
respect for the past and the
traditions of rural America
(“ Drifting Vaquero”).

She brings a freshness to
her original music rarely
found in today’s young
musicians. Adrianisa
dlice of Americana backed
up by a powerful voiceand |
ariveting stage presence. |
Don't miss Adrian’s when
shereturnsto Qjai !
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drian lightsup the stage at

the World Famous Deer i
Lodge during an impromptu Country
Jam (photos below) with Dan Wilson,
mandolin and Mark Parsons, fiddle.

Adrian, bornin Ventura, rides the

range in EIko County Nevada while
she calls Bear Valley her home. She
writes about her life“ Cowboying” ...

www.buckaroogirl.com

Photo, © Alison Brannan
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Devin Fulton *Sexy Sculpting” Entrepreneur

m in fifty different places at once every day. I'm finally
making aliving at what I’ ve always dreamed of doing
but | could never do it without the support of my Rad
boyfriend Michael who adoresme. Thisis my fourth
season as a Principal Dancer for the L.A.

to bered lipstick, pin curls and sweet choreography on a chair.
WEe'll be raw, hardcore, updated, aggressive and sexy. We'll

be thrashing our hair and pinning your ass down....(laughing).
WEe're booking now for July and expect to be appearing at some

they aretrained to do rockin’ choreography.

Thisyear | am also appearing in American Apparel com-
mercials. Thefirst commercial isacompany shoot and the next
three will waaay more feature me. | am also teaching Master
classes where | work with professional dance

Contemporary Dance Company and four days a
week | driveto LosAngelesfor rehearsals. At the
studio in Ventura, | am celebrating the one year
anniversary of the inception of the Devine Sexy
Sculpting Class. | have two classes aweek and they
are packed, popular and fabulous. The Sexy Sculpt-
ing class meets twice aweek and | love teaching it
more than anything. | get afabulous workout and

| get to inspire other women to tone up, slim down
and gain more confidence in their bodies. Yes, the
class costs more than atraditional gym membership
but it’s pure fun and besides they are learning a craft
which they can use in their lives and take home to
their husbands.

Thisyear, I’'m starting a new performance group
called “ The Pin Down Girls’. | will be performing
aong with four other professional dancerswho |

will choreograph. The name wasinspired by the tra- Devin and Michael Celebrat' nglifein Hawa“

ditional term “Pin Up Girls’, except that my group is not going

L.A. Comtemporary Dance Co. Presents
April 18-27

companies and schools to bring insight and
diversity into their performances. In May, | will
be flying to Boston to teach a Masters class for
The Dance Prism.

| have always known inside of myself that |
would be able to make aliving asadancer. As
an artist | have always been told that you have
to have a backup plan but | aways believed
and have always known since | was alittle girl
that this was the life that | wanted for myself.
It'sfinally al coming together. Someday |
will want to start afamily and | know | will
be able to teach Sexy Sculpting Class right on
through my pregnancy. Right now | am only
27 so | want to make the most of my yearsasa ©
professional dancer, but eventually Michael and |
will open our own studio and explore the business
possibilities under the Sexy Sculpting name. | am hoping to
inspire women of all agesto get fit, have fun, and live their
dreams out to the very fullest. !

2008, STEALTHKAT GRAPHICS

of the most prestigious night clubs and parties in Southern
California. With advance notice we may also be available to
travel for specia events. People see the name and their minds

Mary M. Long, Ojai
immediately go to stripping. My girls are gorgeous, glamorous

and would make amazing strip-
pers. They would blow people's
mindsin a Strip Club because

Friday at 8pm
Sat. 8pm / Sun. 5pm

Performing at the Diavolo Space near Union Station
616 Moulton Ave + LosAngeles Tickets call 1-800-838-3006
www . ladanceco.org

DEVINE

SEXY SCULPTING

COME PLAY WITH
PROFESSIONAL DANCER
DEVIN FULTON
IN HER FUN, ATHLETIC
DANCE CLASS FOR

WOMEN

TUES & THURS
6-7:30 PM
$15/CLASS or
BUY 3, 4th FREE

Ventura Pilates Studio

1899 E. Main St.
(curtains closed during class)

Enter thru courtyard across
from Michael Kelley Salon

KNEEPADS RECOMMENDED
HIGH HEELS OPTIONAL

805.216.3605

myspace.com/sexysculpting
sexysculpting.com

Pin Down Girls Booking = 805.216.3605

evin Arlette Fulton

has been dancing

since she was 3-years-
old.

At 17, she received afull
scholarship to the Joffrey
Ballet School. Later that
year, she became a company
member of the State Street
Ballet and Plexus Dance
Theatre. Devin was featured
in Santa Barbara's very
popular ‘ Toxique...A Love
Fever’. Movingto Los
Angeles, she started off her
career by performing on the
WB’s‘Angél’. Inthe sum-
mer of 2003, Devin received
ascholarship to Edge Per-
forming Arts Center. Upon
graduating this program, she
booked a year long contract
for the Las Vegas show ‘X' at
the Aladdin Resort.

Deviniscurrently a
principal dancer withthe LA
Contemporary Dance Com-
pany. She aso performs
with Joseph Allen Decker Dance Company and Commonality Dance Co.

Devin teaches master classes and sets choreography for Rio M esa High School
and Ventura College. Currently appearing in the American Apparel commer-
cials, Devin isaso the creator and instructor of the Sexy Sculpting dance classes
in Ventura. In July, Devin is premiering a contemporary burlesgue troupe which
callsitself The Pin-Down Girls (photo below) in which sheis featured.

Photo by Joe Lambie/www.joebwphoto.com
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Ojai City Council Votes 70K Study for Ll

By Joel Anderson

n March 12, the Ojai City Council unani-
mously voted $70,000 to fund architect
David Bury and Associates to perform a
B comprehensive study for rebuilding Libbey
owl.

A rebuild was pitched by Bury and, if successful,
would result in Ojai’s historic Libbey Bow! being
completely torn down and subsequently rebuilt.

“Itisgoing to be razed. It is_goi ng to be 100%
new”, said BurK. Bury also said the project would be
completed by the 2010 Ojai Music Festival season.

The council has sidelined the normal process of
soliciting independent bids for the rebuild and has
instead hired architect David Bury for the study. Bury
was also mayor of Ojai in the late 90s. »

Ojai City Attorney Monte Widders clarified “...
you recognize that you are in fact setti ng aside what
may be the normal selection process and designating
David Bury and associates...”.

The city did emphasize the need for community
input. “The peoplethat livein thiscity... any kind of
funding, o(ga?rants that you maP/ go after, or grlvate
money... reslly depend on the [ocal citizens buying
into the project. | can’'t emphasize... even getting the
public involved, the city will do its part...”, said city
council member Carol Smith.

Steve Olsen noted the city council roleinthe Lib-
bey Bow! development. _ _

“It's gonna be a good sales job, | think on your gart,
to_t(ejxplaj n what you’ ve explained to us tonight,” Olsen
said.

It is unclear the extent or scope of Bury’s experience
in organizing qualified sound consulting professionals
and relevant contractors for an outside music venue.
However, Bury is currently remodeling the theater at
Ventura college. The significance of this Ojai Libbey
Bowl project can’t be underestimated, said the council.
If afinal building plan is ultimately approved by the
city council, Bury said project costs to do a proper
re_rn_odel could and should run upwards and past 3.5
million.

To See: Ojai City Council March 23 Video “ Vote”
on the matter, go to: YouTube.com/OVVtaRose

INTERVIEW: FRED VOGLER

red Vogler, isindependent consultant, sound de-

signer and lead mixer at the Hollywood Bowl. He
resolved significant sound problems for the $383.5 mil-
lion Disney Concert Hall completed in 2003. The indoor
Disney hall is considered one off the most acoustically
sophisticated concert halls in the world.

Vogler, was the sound engineer for the Ojai Music
Festival under Pierre Boulez, 1996, and is familiar with
the acoustic issues of Libbey Bowl. Vogler worked on
the recent rebuild of the Hollywood Bowl, completed in
2004, which cost $18 million.

“| participated with the group of consultants for the new
Hollywood Bowl sound system”, said Vogler.

“Peoplerefer to Ojai askind of an upscale
artistic community so there’'sareally high
expectation level for Ojai to produce quality.”

he Hollywood Bowl was upgraded for multiple

reasons. the structure couldn’t support modern
concerts for large scale performances. They needed a
structure that would support the lighting and amplifica-
tion rigs for today’s concerts, sound systems and for
today’s large scal e touring performers. The Hollywood
Bowl shell was made of asbestos, it was falling apart so
there was no way to saveit. | am familiar with the Ojai
Bowl. | worked for the Ojai Festival about 10-years-ago
when Pierre Boulez was conducting. The Hollywood
Bowl and the Ojai Libbey Bowl faced many of the
same issues, being outdoor venues with alot of histori-
cal significance. Both bowlswere being challenged with
the technology of today and with the amount of interface
technology with live performance for classical, jazz,
world music and pop... Theline of what's electronic
and what's acoustic ésupporti ng acoustic music), is be-
ing blurred more and more and that's for every type of
ensemble including traditional ensembles. Of course, |
do Rock n’ Rall, too. The Libby shell, | know, is pretty
small and it can’t support the weight of the bigger ampli-
fication systems. Because of the historic si?nificance of
the Hollywood Bowl, like Libbey Bowl, alot of people
were worried about rebuilding that. The architect should
take into account the expectations and aesthetically match
the needs of the client. The architect for the Hollywood

Bowl rebuild was Hodgetts & Fung, in Culver City. The
Hollywood Bow!l now just looks like a more upscale

and modern Hollywood Bowl. The New Shell is at |east
40 percent bigger and now we can host the big touring
acts. It's been abig success; it's afantastic venue. They
actually razed it and knocked the entire thing down, dug a
big hole and built awhole new structure. There are alot
more amenities than there ever were. Now we can host
the big rock shows like the Rolling Stones. The big tour-
ing acts these days have lots of lighting, lots of video....
The Hollywood Bowl is by far the best ever: we have
used the same sound system for the Rolling Stones, the

L A Philharmonic, The Who, Rod Stewart, Simon and
Garfunkle, to name afew. These actsall use the same
sound system, with different equalizations and different
level amounts. It's the most transparent and yet full-
sounding system that has ever been there.

If the Ojai City Council isreally serious about rebuild-
ing the Libbey Bowl, they have to start by consulting
with peoplein the L.A. Philharmonic... or people within
the industry who can provide a skill level and experi-
ence... There'sonly about half adozen across the United
States who are qualified. They absolutely need to hirea
sound designer and an acoustician. | think it's crazy to
go into designing a venue without getting advice from
these people. The architect doesn’t have to know sound,
but they need to bring in ateam of sound engineers who
can advise them.

I have colleagues who have banded together to con-
sult for that purpose. There's alot of incompetence out
there... you need to get a good sound engineer on board
and a good acoustician and the city will not only save
alot of money, but avoid costly mistakes. You want
someone who's had alot of experience with live sound.
There's certain needs that are specific to live concerts. In
alive show there's no stopping and going back and fixing
it. All these moving parts have to be choreographed so
that's there’s not chaos but there's a fantastic show. At
the end of the day, you have to connect that performer
with the audience and all the technology has to get out of
the way of that connection.... It'satough gig. It requires
making decisions on the fly and having the tools at hand
to deal with what can happen. It usually takes about
10 to 15 years of dealing with thisto get a pretty solid
perspective.... There are plenty of really talented people
who do it and there's plenty of incompetence too.

People refer to Ojal as kind of an upscale artistic com-
munity, so there's areally high expectation level for Ojai
to produce quality. It hasto be doneright. You don’t
want some schlocky distorted amplification system. The
Walt Disney Concert Hall was designed by architect
Frank Gehry who has an ability to bring together a great
team.

Right now, I'm doing another project with them,
Michael Tilson Thomas and the World Symphony.

INTERVIEW: KATHE LENSKI

athleen Lenski isthefirst violinist and founding
‘member of the LosAngeles String Quartet. Ms.

Lenski appeared as soloist with the L os Angeles Phil-
harmonic, the Seattle, San Fransisco and St. Louis
Symphonies, aswell as touring and recording with the
Baroque Ensemble, “Musical Offering”. She served as
soloist and Concert Master of the L os Angeles Chamber
Orchestra, and was soloist and leader of the Oregan
Back Festival Chamber Orchestra. Other festival ap-
pearances Aspen, Marlboro, Sitka, Cape and I1slands,
and the Accademia Chigianan in Sienna, Italy. Kathleen
has also performed on soundtracks for hundreds of films
including E.T., Schindler’sList, and al of the Disney
animated features.

One of the major problemsat Lib-
bey Bowl isthat the exposure of the
instruments to the elements does not
produce the best quality of sound from
the orchestra. When | soloed at Libbey
Bowl in the late 60s, | clearly remember

| the difficulties we went through tuning
¥ our instruments. Changes in humidity
cause the wood and strings to swell and
shrink which immediately changes the
tuning, and on string instruments this has
ahuge effect on sound production. My
violinisa Gaudagnini, which was madein Turin, Italy in 1775
belonged to a close friend of Johannes Brahms. Many of my
colleagues play very old instruments which can be valued at up
to $300,000 or more. When exposed to humid conditions, such
as performing at the Tanglewood Festival outside of Boston,
some of these old instruments have literally come apart. In
extremely dry conditions, | have to place a small damp sponge
inside of my violin to try to provide stable humidity. Thesein-
struments were not meant to be played outdoors so | try to avoid

<*ROSE PaGe 7
bbey Bowl Demo

booking performances in outdoor situations because of the
effects on my violin. In the more modern venues the humidity
isusually controlled in the dressing rooms so that the musicians
can move from the dressing rooms to the stage without expos-
ing their instruments to the elements. In 2004, | played with
the LosAngeles Chamber Orchestra in the “new” Hollywood
Bowl which is now quite good since they have done so much to
improveit. They now have agreat sound system and the outer
lip of the shell comes way out so that the orchestra sits deep
within the shell and is protected from exposure to the elements.
TheOjai Music Festival isnow anationally known festival.
Everyone |loves the rustic atmosphere of the Libbey Bowl: it's
great being in apark and hearing
wonderful music.

Incredible Species

All of the incredible species of wildlife on our planet
Earth are defensel ess without our support. Thisisthe
time to establish policies on asmall personal scale as
well as on abroad public scale to protect and maintain
planetary health.

The Qja Valley Whale Society thanks the Natives of
QOjai for helping to conserve and preserve Caifornia's
first, and oldest, Family of fossilized, 25-million-year-
old, toothed baleen whales, a newly discovered Family
on the face of the earth, Ojaicetidage.

Aaron Plunkett

OjaiValleyWhaleSociety.org
Keeping Our Coasts Clean

Dear Friend:
Too many of America’s coastal communities have been im-
pacted by oil spills. These spills have both environmental and

economic consequences. | have been working to reduce the
number of incidences and the consequences of spills, and | am
pleased to let you know that | recently joined in introducing
legislation to modernize and make safer ships that carry fuel.
The Oil Spill Prevention Act of 2008, S.2699, would
require double hulls on bunker fuel tanks on non-tank vessels,
strengthen the Coast Guard medical review process for licens-
ing pilots and merchant = ]
mariners, direct the P
Coast Guard to make >
improvements to its
vessel tracking system
to prevent navigational
errors and accidents,
and phase out federal
liability limitsfor oil
spills from single-hull

tanker ships. ' . -
Inlightof the _ ;‘hThe body is the bo
evastation caL :
by the Exxon Valdez e asanas (poses) ar

the arrows that target
the soul.” ;
B.K.S.lyengar &

spill in Alaskain 1989,
the recent spill in the
Bay Area caused by
the Cosco Busan, and
countless other spills,
it istime that ships be
modernized and other
changes be made to
ensure that our coasts

Sacred Space Studi
410 Bryant Circle,/ |

are not violated by oil SUIte A (
spills. T_hisLegi_sIﬂtion Odal’ CA 93023 3
isastep in the right !

directi%)n, and | v%ill be 8 5646'67 61 m
working with my Senate .~ . @
colleagues to enact it. —— A Y
Sincerely, || | - !
BarbaraBoxer, United S (E
States Senalor www . sacredspacestudio.com

STEALTHKAT GRAPHICS

E i , i éi - -.I.Jn-,-‘
Where's theLove ? Ventura Sdewalk surfersask, ‘Whereésthe Love ?”
during a recent excursion through the hallowed village of downtown Via.
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By Peter R. Milhado, Ph.D.

o ack in the 90s
7 Jeff did a series
- of articleson
; g alocal devel-

* oper who transgressed all
boundaries of environmental decen-
cy. He researched the developer’s
history extensively and found out
that he was accused in several trials
for aleged connections to organized
crime. During thistime he received
aletter from the developer’s lawyer
with scathing threats. Not only did
the letter threaten Jeff with litiga-
tion, it also demanded an apology
and that he rescind everything he
wrote. If he did not comply, he

F*ROSE
My Friendship With .Jeff San Marchi-Editor and Publisner of The Ojal & VenturaV0|ce
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“Maddawg, we're heading out this
week-end, it'son me. We'll hit the
cantinasin Tijuana and Ensenada

and dance with the girls. Do you

know how to Salsa? No? Well, go
take ayoga class from Suza before
we go, she'll help you stretch your
muscles. Beready at four am.
Friday morning.”
“Naaah Peter, | gottaget [S&8
the paper out.” :

| asked him again

six months later with

the same results. Soon
this dialogue became an |
ongoing joke. Inthelast s
two decades| asked him |
at least forty timesto hit |

would definitely the
regret it, which wes road
anot so subtle threat and
to his physical well- take
being. afew

“How you gonna days
handle this, Jeff?’ off.

“1 ain’t apologiz- The
ing for the truth... answer
never !” was |[&

| screamed at him, aways|s
“Areyouf__ing the :
crazy man? You're same, &
not in thelittle “Naaah Peter,
league of the Ojai | gotta get the
City Council here. paper out.”
You' re messing with The only time
the big boys. They’ll he took off in
put your ass down twenty years
in a heartbeat... and was to be with
who inthe hell in July 4, 1995, Sarsoi Park Ofe his daughters,

. Anaand Rosa.

their right mind

would publish my erticles then? At
least write no more about this.”

“Peter, thisis an important issue
for me, I'm of Italian-American de-
scent myself. I’ve researched every
minute detail, the article stands as
written...period!”

Not only did he not apologize or
rescind, he continued to report on
thisissue and the developer’s al-
leged mob connections.

Jeff was not only one of the most
stubborn men I’ ve ever known, he
was also one of the most coura-
geous... he had
huevos! He
never kissed
anyone’s ass,
not from the
right, not from
the left and
never for profit. |1
Helived by his [}
own code of
honor. ] |

Unfortunately, f%4
my friend was
a slave to the commitment he made
to his newspaper. He' d often work
fifteen hoursaday. Heliteraly
worked himself to death and I'm
still bloody pissed off at him for
that. | knew he needed a break and
getaway, so early on | asked him,

Whenever he would talk about
them, which was often, love would
beam through his eyes. I've known
Anaand Rosa since they were little
girls. They aretruly beautiful souls,
which is a compliment to Jeff and
their mother, Catherine.

| first met Jeff shortly after |
moved to Ojai. Intheearly eight-
ies, my brother and | would hike the
local trails. Inthe evening we'd hit
The Hub, listen to good music on
their jukebox, hoist afew brews and
then head down to the jail in Libbey
Park to crash
inour sleep-
| ing bags. |

first fell in
love with
Ojai when
| woke up
one morning
with the sun
i risng and
- took inthe

% soulful vibe
of Libbey
Park. Many of the people | know
fell in love with Ojai, that's why
they moved here.

Ten yearslater | arrived to put
down roots. During my second
week | attended the music festi-
val with abottle of winein my

cooler. | believe the symphony
was from Johann Sebastian Bach
or Ludwig van Beethoven. At that
time, my musical leanings were
towards Rock, Bluegrass, Folk and
the Blues. Thiswas my first atten-
dancein asymphony. The music
Was awesome, transcendl ng and

R Sy

was the
only one.
All of a
sudden
people
around
_ me hissed,
L “Psst,
psst, be qwet sit down, psst, psst.”
Apparently, one doesn’t applaud
until the symphony istotally over. 1
thought | was in asnake pit. | em-
barrassingly sat down, my ‘in love
state with Ojai got immediately
challenged.

| put my first symphony experi-
ence down on paper and sent it to
Jeff. Heloveditand putitin‘The
Voice' . At that point our friendship
started and it would slowly deepen
like ariver over the next two de-
cades.

Now that Jeff has passed on, the
god or goddess of grief has de-
scended. | know enough to lean
into grief and not push it away.
Many times during my daily walks
through the streets of Ojai, | go by
hisold house. A memory of Jeff
aways flashes on and a tear rolls
from my eye.

Jeff, my writings in this new
paper will always be dedicated to
you. | will draw on your warrior
spirit who fought relentlessly and
uncompromisingly for freedom of
speech and freedom of the press, a
gift givento usin The Constitution
by our forefathers. | loveyou and |
miss you — God Bless!
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hose of uswho were involved
in the birth and devel opment
of The VOICE with Jeffrey
San Marchi shared hiside-
als and passionate desire to see afree
press exist in this town and other towns
across the nation in order to uphold the
individual’s First Amendment rights, as
defined in the United States Constitu-
tion, drafted September 17, 1787.

Jeff was keenly aware of the insidi-
ous loss of persona freedoms, which
have been eroding over the course of
221 years. The keystone of democratic
government is separation of powers
aslaid down by foundersinthe U.S.
Congtitution, ie: neither the legidative,
executive nor judicia branch was ever
to have an unfair advantage over the
others.

“It isthrough the press
that the gover nment

hears our voice” g

It issaid that the fourth leg of our
system became the press, which
empowers the citizenry. Its primary
obligation to question governmental
authority was clearly ensured by the
framers of the highest law in the land,
The First Amendment, in the Bill of
Rightsin 1789.

First Amendment -- “ Congress shall
make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or
the right of the people peaceably to as-
semble, and to petition the Government
for aredress of grievances.”

= '-: i H -

The Press

In modern times, corporations have
undue influence on individuals and
grass roots groups (our founding
fatherswerea“ grassroots’ group)
through ownership of the press and
other media.

There are now very few solid free
press publications that are autonomous
or individually owned. Instead, most
are owned and controlled by remote
corporate interests, and run for profit.
Most often the press has now become
the wolf in sheep’s clothing. For
instance, the Ojai Valley Newsis not
locally owned, but owned by aTus-
caloosa, Alabama based corporation
and has thus, by definition, lost local
autonomy.

(For more info check out http://www.
freepress.net/ownership/chart/print)

The Voice was unique and perfect
init'ssimplicity, a paper of and for
the people. The spirit of the ‘Voice' is
something that has reverberated from
the very beginnings of this country’s
founding, and will live on through
small town editors and newspaper
people who will follow in the path of
Jeffery W. San Marchi.

Joel A. Anderson

“We will finish the work that the
Fathers begun;
Then those to their sleeping,
And those to their weeping,
And one faith and flag
for the Federal Gun!”
- A Battle Poem
By Benj. F. Taylor

Photos ©2007, Joel Anderson
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20 Incontrovertible Truths about Global Warming

A Comprehensive Look at a Global Challenge
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by Alasdair Coyne- Part | of 1

he story of global warming isacomplicated one. A proper understanding of

it requires considering the long-term repercussions of how we are atering the

life-sustaining ecological balance of the Earth. Scientists are saying that we must

stop the current annua increase in global emissions of climate changing gases

in aslittle as seven years from now. Meanwhile, life around us goes on as usual
— peopledriving, flying and shopping, al of which contribute to climate change. There's
little indication that the necessary changes will happen in the next seven years.

Inthefollowing article, I’ ve outlined twenty points which should be useful
asyou learn more about global warming. Future articleswill focus on
some of these pointsin detail.

Paliticians often smply don’t know how to respond to climate change.
There are some champions out there, but most elected officials haven't
taken the time to grasp the importance of the changesto our planet’slife
support systemsthat we are causing by our fossil fuel powered lifestyles.
Nor do they understand that ignoring the issue is guaranteed to make those
coming changes even more severe and permanent.

Oneimportant approach is grassroots education. Millions of Americans
must absorb enough information about globa warming that they begin to
reevaluate their priorities, make appropriate changesin their own lives, and
demand far-reaching and comprehensive political responses.

People must understand that the web of life that supports them with their
food, water and shelter is undergoing such dynamic changes that these things
will actualy becomeless availableto their children. Thelifestyle of the :
developed world, heavily based on fossi| fudls, is not the only way to live on this planet.
Climate change requires us to reinvent how we provide the energy for humanity’sbasic
needs—in the next seven years. It'stimeto start shouting from the rooftops.

(1) GroeaL WarRMING I's Caused By A BuiLb-Up OF MiNOR GAsES IN
THE ATMOSPHERE THAT RETAIN HEAT FROM THE SUN VERY EFFECTIVELY

Globd warming gases are produced mainly by the burning of fossil fuels, the engines of
modern industrial society. They are dso produced by cattle and by deforestation, among
other things. The predominant greenhouse gas is carbon dioxide, CO5. Nitrogen and oxy-
gen, the mgjor gasesin our atmosphere, do not retain heat.

The buildup of these minor gasesin our atmosphere has led to awarming of both the air
and the oceans. Thiswarming has disrupted what had been arelatively stable climate over
recent centuries, and our continued reliance on fossil fuelsis guaranteed to increase climate
instability over decades, even centuriesto come. Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere can
remain there for up to 500 years.

Some results of climate instability are rising oceans, melting glaciers, shrinking ice caps
over Greenland and parts of Antarctica, fiercer hurricanes, shifting rainfall patterns and long
term droughts, and the extinction of alarge percentage of plant and animal species, those
that cannot adjust to the speedy rise in temperaturesin their home environment.

(2 GrLosaL WARMING HAs Come Aout LARGELY AsA ResuLT OF OuR IN-
cREASED AND WiDESPREAD UsE oF CHEAP O1L AND GAs Snce THE Eno OF WWI

The late 1940s saw the start of the great expansion of il production from the Middle East,
which till holds the world's largest remaining oil reserves.

Thisflow of oil was cheaply enough extracted and marketed to allow for the manufacture
and distribution of the plethora of consumer goods now enjoyed by the world’s wealthier
peoples. Advertisersjoined in to create needs these people didn’'t know existed and which
we now take for granted. Inanutshell, thisishow we' ve got to where we are today, with
fossil fuel usage a such aheightened leve that it's changing our stable climate. Our modern
industrial civilization depends even more on astable climate than on the fossil fuelsthat it is
currently addicted to.

(3) Mosrt PeorLE IN THE RiIcHER CoUNTRIESARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TONS
OF CarBON DioxiDE RELEASED ANNUALLY INTO THE ATMOSPHERE

Earth Day Festival 2008

Sunday, April 20

10 am to 5:30 pm at the County Courthouse Sunken Gardens

Reduce your eco-footprint

Follow the footsteps to the
eco-footprint tent and learn how to
calculate your demand on the earth.

Community
Environmental
Council

Organized by the Community Environmental Council www.SBEarthDay.org
Visit CEC's Get Energized website at www.GetEnergized.org

There'salittle chemistry lesson needed here. When the carbon in fossil fuels burns, it reacts
with oxygen in the air to create carbon dioxide, CO».

Oxygen in our amosphereisin itself not agreenhouse gas that absorbs heat. But when
fossil fuels burn, each carbon atom joins up with two oxygen atomsto form COp, multiply-
ing the weight of the resulting greenhouse gas far beyond the weight of the carbon that was
burned in the fossil fudl.

That's how using agallon of gasin your car releases 20 pounds of carbon dioxideinto the
sphere. 100 gallons of gas release awhole ton of carbon dioxide;
and filling up with 10 gallons of gas aweek givesyou a“carbon
footprint” of 5 tonsayear for your car, or around the US average.
Add to that the electricity you use at home, and the furnace and
air conditioning, and the energy taken to transport the food and
other stuff you buy from their originsto the stores you bought
them dll at, and the average American’s greenhouse gas releases
total about 20 tons ayear.

(4) To Repuce CLIMATE INsTABILITY, WE MusT
SpeeepiLy Rebuce Our GLoBAL CONSUMPTION OF
FossiL FUELs

The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
reportsto the UN withitsfindings. The | PCC isaconsensus

organization, which meansthat all its reports are approved by
all of the 2,000 scientists from 100 countriesthat Sit on the
- panel.

The IPCC’s best estimates of how to slow global warming recommend that the de-
veloped world reduce its reliance on fossil fuels by the year 2050 by a factor of 80%, based
on what was consumed in 1990.

So far, eighteen yearsinto this sixty-year timespan, globa consumption of fossil fuelsis
il rising —and rising pretty fast. We are not yet at the peak of fossl fuel usage, let done
returning to 1990s levels, et done reducing that level by 80%. You could say that thisisthe
bad news.

California, which if it were its own country would have the world's sixth largest economy,
has recently taken alead in planning to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. Legidation
passed in 2006 requires the state to cut its carbon dioxide emissions by 25% between 2006
and 2020.

(5) Peak OiL Anp GLoeaL WARMING ARE BoTH Coming To A HEAD AT
THE SamEe PoINT IN Our HisTorY

Qil isthe overwhemingly dominant fuel choice for global transportation by land, air or sea.

Experts who study how much ail is till available to be extracted are in broad agreement
that our global ahility to produce oil will start to shrink within the next few years. The
phrase “peak oil” refersto the time at which the volume of oil production begins a perma:
nent decline. At the sametime, demand for oil will till berising, especidly in fast-develop-
ing nations such as Indiaand China

This can only lead to one thing — stegp, permanent and ongoing increasesin oil prices.
The sameistruefor natural gas, the cleanest fossil fuel in terms of climate change. Coal, the
dirtiest fossil fuel interms of climate change, is plentifully available.

Items such as plastics and fertilizers, which are made from oil and gas, will also go up

in price. Just aswe need drastically to be reducing the use of oil and gasto limit climate
change, their priceswill be going up. Wewill have to use less of them because we won't be
ableto afford to buy as much of them aswe do now.

We must focus on two things that will help us address both problems — climate change and
more expensive fossil fuels— namely, the use of alternative, renewable fuels and the greater
application of efficiency to how we use fuels of al sorts. If you can perform atask — hesting
your house, or driving to work —with half the energy you use now, then you' re still getting
the job done, but you' re only using half the energy you used before. That'swhat efficiency
isall about.

(6) THE USA Remains THE Key To ResPoNDING To GLosAL CLIMATE CHANGE

We are, taken together, the energy hogs of the planet. With around 5% of the world's
population, the USis responsible for aquarter of the world's greenhouse gas emissions.

You might be surprised to learn that the US still has 30% of the 700 million carsin the world
today — and that these cars produce half of the greenhouse gases of al cars everywhere.
That's because our cars get worse mileage, and because we drive them further than do driv-
erselsewhere,

The USasoishometo onein six power plants worldwide.

Quite apart from that, US media broadcast the American way of life across the planet on

TV screensand a the movies. Thewholeworld, just about, gets glimpses of the lifestyles

of the rich and famous herein the USA, and as people in other countries get wedlthier, they
generally seek the large house, the cars, and the electronic gadgets that they’ ve seen on those
TV shows.

Which makesit doubly important for Americansto turn away promptly from the culture
of consumption and the culture of affluence, and to demonstrate leadership in addressing
climate change.

If we retain our current energy-intensive lifestyle (which doesn’t produce the promise
of happinessthat it is sold to uswith), there won't be much incentive for the fast-growing
middle classesin Indiaand Chinato aim for anything less. And the planet smply can't sup-
port another billion people living the resource-consumptive lifestyles that we “enjoy” herein
the US.



April 2008 - Issue 1

<*ROSE Pace 11

It's about timefor TV shows and moviesto reflect the reality of the era of human develop-
ment that is now upon us—the dawning of the conservation society, where natural resources,
including energy, are used sparingly rather than inefficiently and frivoloudly. Thiswill be
the message, and our way of life, for theindefinite future, like it or not.

By the way, Europeans enjoy alifestyle comparable to that in the US, while using only
half the electric consumption of Americans, mainly dueto their smaler houses and applianc-
es. Currently, the USis second last of around 56 developed nationsin its response to climate
change. Leadersinthistally include Germany, Sweden —and Mexico.

(7) THe MARrkeTPLACE I sNoT SeTup TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE ON ITSOwN
Big businessis geared to the short-term quarterly reporting of profits. On the other hand,
awide-ranging response to global climate change requires many avenues of planning and
action over multiple decades.

British Petroleum, recently advertising itself as“beyond petroleum,” is boosting its ex-
traction of oil from cod tar sands, which will actualy increase globa warming because the
processing is so energy-intensive.

And agriculture and energy interests are working to turn more and more of the US corn
crop into ethanol, which isinefficient because of the energy aready used by the fertilizers
and farm equipment to grow the corn. What's more, aglobal shortage of corn has aready
resulted in widespread hunger, even food riots, in poor countries. “Donewrong, ethanol
could wreak havoc on the environment while increasing greenhouse gases,” editorialized the
New York Times on Feb. 24, 2008.

Of course, the nuclear industry is pushing hard for new nuclear power plants. But these
are o costly —and inevitably plagued by large cost overruns and decades of congtruction
time —that available funding needs to be focused instead on efficiency programs, which
make alarge differencein very little time.

Now there are big businessesthat are taking climate change serioudy and that are mak-
ing radica changes towards carbon neutrality (which means emitting no greenhouse gases,
when abusiness' entire operations are considered as awhole). Google recently pledged mil-
lions of dollarsfor aproject that will produce enough renewable energy to power all of San
Francisco at a price cheaper than coal.

However, the momentum of big businessis not yet positioned or ready to take the steps
required to reduce greenhouse gas emissions globally. Thisiswhere legidative directionis
vital, aswell as consumer pressure.

Then there are the climate change denial corporations, chiefly Exxon-M obil, who have
spent millions of dollars over many years, to sow seeds of doubt about the redity of global
climate change in the minds of both politicians and the population at large. | canimagine
conscious, determined efforts like these, which may have set back afull scale responseto
climate change by a decade in the US, being classified some day as crimes against humanity,
or more correctly, crimes against life on Earth.

(8) You Neep To Epucate YourseLF AND YOUR CHILDREN, FAMILY AND
FriENDS ABouT GLoBAL WARMING

THE GROWING THreat to climate stability posed by global warming requires the involve-
ment of an informed public. Otherwise politicians and the corporations that so many of
them are friendly with will work to spend enormous sums on measures which won't help
dow global warming very much —if at al. Two examples are corn-into-ethanol and oil from
coal tar sands both mentioned above.

The scientific consensus on global warming says we have less than ten yearsto turn things
around. Thisisnot alot of time!

Remember, the Bush Administration has just wasted thefirst seven years of the new
century in denying thereality of climate change —and then funding big businessto turn corn
into ethanol, which is good for big business prafits, but not for averting climate change.

If you are not actualy changing the amount of energy you usg, it is guaranteed that you will
be forced by circumstances to make these changes more hurriedly and more drasticaly,
downtheroad. Be smart about this. Inthe sameway that you plan for the kids going to col-
lege, or for your retirement, you need to plan for climate change and how it will affect you.
Don't delay. Doing nothing about climate changeis not an option.

9 OneFamILY SCLIMATE CHANGEACTIONSARE BotH | MFORTANT ANDA DRoPIN THE BUckET

You can do everything you can to reduce what is called your “ carbon footprint” — getting
avehicle with much higher mileage, putting solar panels on your roof to generate electric-
ity, buying locally grown food, reducing your air travel and road trips—and till the carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere will beincreasing. You haveto get othersinvolved.

There'snoidyllic backwoodsto run off to, to get away from the effects of global warming.
The issue requires action on awide range of fronts— personal, family, community, schoal,

work, local and state and na
tional politics.
Because you can't just sit

We eliminate the most

back in satisfaction, when el e A
you' ve taken some big steps surprisingly low cost | ’
yourself toreduceyour carbonl BRIAN COOK MIKE GOMEZ
footprint, and ignore the fact 805-658-POOP 805-658-POOP
that the rest of your street, or 805-258-6731 805-216-8711

your acquaintance, is till pro-
ceeding in blissful ignorance
of the changes global warming
will bring.

Doing what you can makes a
negligible difference until mil-

Licensed & Insured Licensed & Insured

® www.doodybros.com §

“The Doody Brothars' stick their noge out... go you don't have to "

P.0. Box 2467 Ventura, Ca 93002 Fowe Stall (leaning

lions of others do the same.

“In the sweetness of friendship; let there be laughter and
the sharing of pleasures.”
- Kahil Gibran

We all need to start thinking and talking likewise for new vehicles. Power plants
about global warming! have auseful lifespan of around 30 years,

(10) CimzensAND GOVERNMENTS s0 we need to design and build them with
Musr Work TocerHER Now —To efficiency in mind, or we' Il be stuck with
Repuce GLosaL WaRMING DownN THE their wasteful consumption of fossil fuels
Roap! for decadesto come. Stabletax policiesto

Whilst it may still take yearsfor thebroad ~ support renewable energy are vital to enact
public “inertiato change’ to lessen, with assoon aspossible.
respect to global warming, there are anum- One shining example of doing the right
ber of very important steps that need to be thing is Los Angeles Unified School
taken right away to avoid amassvewasteof ~ District’s current project of constructing
time and resources that will worsen climate 130 new schools —and designing them to be
change. green.

A combination of informed citizen activ- Governments around the world are not
ism and forward-thinking political action acting fast enough to reduce greenhouse
must ensure that new power plantsare gasemissions. “Attempts even to sow the
designed to be as efficient as possible, and rate of increase of carbon emissions have
paralyzed world politics for more than ade-
cade,” editoridized the LA Timeson March
15, 2008.

Part Il Continued Next I ssue

“ These are thetimesthat try
men’s souls.”
- Thomas Paine, 1776

“High Mortgage Blues Got
You Down in that

5 Fancy Shmanci house ?”
g E e ;
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é = i ¥
1 % .".
g (". ‘=':"'qi._‘
Earth Friend Jen \

I want to share an ancient indian proverb,
‘Treat the earth well; it was not given to you

by your parents, it wasloaned to you by our , -

children. We do not inherit the earth from our l ' o

ancestors, we borrow it from our children.” Call Ventura County
Jen adds, “may we remember this every mo- Debt Counselors !

ment.”

1-800-540-2227

© 2008, STEALTHKAT GRAPHICS

Check out www.earthfriendjen.com

P T ~ i | AN S
Aboveiswhat's left of Kodak's building 69 in Rochester after a self-im-
posed implosion brought it down last year. Plan on seeing alot of X-Kodak
employees pushing shopping cartsin the near future asthey seetheir
“antiquated” careersand imagining fortunesturnto dust. Got Film?

“QOur friends show us what we can do; our
enemies teach us what we must do.”
- Johann Wolfgang vonGoethe
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Wine AND ROSES

by Ron Rowe

n tribute to Jeff, “ The Show Must Go On,” and what better
month - than April, amonth for new beginnings, among
the Romans. This month was sacred to Venus, “ Spring,”

when birdsdo sing! To quote “Tennyson” “Can trouble live

with April day’s, or sadness with the summer moon’s.”

Spring madness continues herein Ojai. This weekend the
town’s parking spaces were full of bike racers, their families
and watchers. Don’t look for a quiet slow weekend, Earth
Day isat hand, The Wheeler Gorge Bird Walk, and lots
more exciting fun filled events. Music Festival, Golf, Tennis,
etc.

‘Did you know, including 2007, seven of the
eight warmest years on record, world-wide
have occurred since 2001, the National Cli-
mate Center reported the ten warmest years
have all occurred since 1997, still don’t be-
lieve there’s aglobal warming ! _

Speaking of climate change, a group of Brit-
ish scientists have studied the colors in over
500 paintings of sunsets, including “Turners’
19th century water colors and oils, in hopes
of gaining insightsinto the cooling effects
caused by volcanic eruptions. The vivid sun-
sets painted by Turner are revered for their
use of color and light and for their influence
on theimpressionists. They will help scien-
tists track global warmlrg? and climate change,
by measuring the red and green in the paint-
ings. The scientists aimed to calculate the :
amount of dust in the atmosphere, the greater the pollution, the
redder the sunset, check out the H ournal “Atmospheric Chem-
istry and Physics,” for moreinfo. _ _

The Mortgage Banker’s Association is having trouble with
the new mortgage on its new Washington D.C. headquarters.
Its lenders are demanding additional money down and its inter-
est rates will be 1 percent higher than the association expected
when it agreed to buy the building. -- shed atear for the mort-
gage bankers. Ah well “That which grows fast wither’'s as
railqldly and that which grows slow -- endures.” _
~ The ban on smoking in bars has affected romance and flirt-
ing, the classic pick up line - “Do you have alight,” has been
retired, effortsto replace it have not been successful, “I have
lost my phone number, can | borrow yours’? or “You know
what would look great onyou ? Me”, are rather obnoxious
- flirting has now moved outside the bar where smokers huddle
together. A new pick up lineis-- “Would you like to go back
to my place for asmoke!” _

Speaking of love, asurvey by “Princeton” has found that
two thirds of middle class women and half of the men polled
said they would marry for money, the average base price
was $1.5 million. Sociologist Pamela Smock said - “1 am
shocked. It'sagainst the notion of love and soul mates’.

Wise sayings, “ People who have what they want are fond
of telling people who haven't what they want, that they really
don’t want it.” _ _

To politicians, “Be sincere, be brief, be seated.” -- “If you
can fake sincerity, you will be re-elected, advice to Prez Bush,
“Thereis no instance in history of a nation benefiting from
prolonged warfare.” _ _ _ _

“AnIndian Holy man Yanagi Kondaian — 80, claimed his
right leg had magical healing powers and anyone who touched
it would have their wishes granted, alas thieves heard about the
magic leg, they went to his |IIa§e, got him drunk and ampu-
tated the magic leg, police are baifled, Yanagi, is upset he said
“why did this happen”, | have always been good to people!
Why indeed.

Americans bought more lap-tops in 2007 than faster desk-
top P.C. technology. Cheaper parts and widespread wireless
helped push the shift, technician, Dae Spicer said --- “[t’s not
acomputer anymore. It’'sacompanion, it's your memory, it's
yoausrh teacher and your entertainer.” Yes--- aslong asit doesn't
crash.

Here comesthe bride! All dressed in white-two-ply-extra
soft toilet paper, that’s right, Jennifer Cannon of L exington
Kentucky was married in a public restroom, the brides gown
consisted of Charmin Ultra-Soft Toilet Paper Fashioned
W|th§1Iue and tape, and well it takes all kindsin this funn
world. Have any wine drinkerstried “TheWind Collar™ ?
It's amagnetic wine collar that improves the taste of wines,
and wine critic and judge Anthony Dias Blue goes out of
hisway to Praiseit. He claims“simply poor-
ing aglass of wine with the collar in place
has an immediate and salutary effect on the
wine molecules, resulti Qé; In a smoother,
softer and more balanced taste. It improves
flavor and bouquet as you pour. Wow that
means a two-buck-chuck-charles-shaw would
taste like an estate bottled premium wine.
Cost $34.25 call 800-622-5221 order - Wine
8 Coallar.

Let me know your opinion.

| would like to close with atribute to Jef-
frey San Marchi.

“Do not stand at my grave, and weep, | am
not there. | do not sleep, | am athousand
winds that blow. | am the diamond glint on
snow. | am the sunlight on refined grain, |
am the gentle autumn rain, when you wake
in the morning hush. | am the swift uplifting
rOP 6PN Birds circling in flight. | am the soft starlight at
night. Do not stand at my grave and
weep—I am not there—| do not | am. _

And so it is Namaste, Jeff. May the Peace of God which
Passeth understanding — be with you. May God Bless You
and Keep you, may he give you Peace now and for evermore.

Comments welcome
Ron Rowe, Ojai
RHJRowe@aol.com

THE LEASHES END

by Ron Rowe

ood news for American horses, the last American
slaughter house has been shut down. The two last
horses, due to be killed went to “The Best Friends
_ Animal Shelter”, Ann and Lady were literally in
line for slaughtering when a federal judge ordered a halt to the
killings. Illinois now forbids killing horses for food, Anna
and Lady, along with 28 other horses saved from the slaugh-
terhouse, will now spend the rest of their days amongst people
who love and respect them, -- let’s hope the Canadian sedl
slaughtering will be next to be abolished.
If you are thinking about adding a dog to your FAMILY -
- do please consider adopting one from your local Humane
Shelter or animal rescue groups. Apart from the satisfaction
of saving alife, dogs are an antidote to loneliness and offer un-
swerving loyalty. Mixed breeds, found at shelters have fewer
health problems and have been given extra care, including
attention from staff tenders. Try your local shelter or check
out petfinder.com -- they offer a data base from 11,000 Ameri-
can organizations, searchable by age, breed, etc., with results

share your concerns

thorns@ojaiandventurarose.com
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The Leashes End Continued...

sorted by distance from your zip code.

The collapse of the housing market has created a new class
of refugees, -- foreclosure pets, whose owners abandoned them
when they abandoned their homes. One shelter, in Sacra-
mento, Cal. received 176 animals, up from 78 earlier this year,
According to mar ketwatch.com. _ _
~ When temperatures dropped into the 20s in south Florida,
iguanas fell from trees by the dozens, Ron Magill of Miami
Metro Zoo said. -- Inthisunusual cold snap,’ iguanas, who
a%g cold-blooded lizards, lose their grip on the tree and just fall
off.

If you are in atraffic jam on the freeway which wastes time,
which wastes 3.7 billion hours a year for Americans, consider
the following. Millions of army ants on the move never have
atraffic jam, huge schools of fish, flocks off birds and swarms
of locusts move in perfect formation then turn on adime, as
If guided by a collective brain, ever wonder how they do it ?
Dr. D. Couzin, Professor of Mathematics at Princeton and
Oxford has videotaped ants on the move in Panama and has
found out how they do it, the ants follow some very ssimple
rules asto who gets the right of way, where and in whicl
direction. Each ant in the group balances two basic instincts,
stay with the group or go where you want to go, the leader
tips the balance. It only takes a couple of decision makersto

OVE thousands of antsin one direction or another: the same
rules apply to humans. They tend to go with the crowd. It also
appliesto cellsin our bodies, which might explain how tumors
are formed as well as how our swarm of brain cells make sense
of all theinformation they take in, for example, when you are
trylngf to figure out what this article all about. o

Ahlove, agiant Pacific Octopusin a British aquarium isin
love with aMr. Potato Head doll. This 18-month-old cepha-
lopod (is well known for its curiosity and intelligence), said
Matt Slater of The Blue L eaf Aquarium. It became fascinat-
ed by Mr. Potato Head'’s bright colors and moveable parts and
fell inlove. Alas, the octopusis only allowed to play with Mr.
Potato Head for one hour a day, when time is up, he attacks
the net used to fish the toy out of the tank. No reason given
why Mr. Potato Head can’t stay in the tank. _

Dogs are truly amazing, Faith, a 5-year-old chow mix was
born with a stump of a rlgiht paw, and a crippled |eft front paw.
Jude Stringfellow of Oklahoma taught Faith how to walk
upright on her hind legs. It's a strange sight to see them walk-
ing together on the street, proving disabilities can be over-
come.
~ Municipal zoos are finding a new source of revenue, paint-
ings by Animals. Two paintings by “Towan” -- a 40-year-old
Orangutan (at Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo sold for $1,300
at auction. _

“Timeto be away and heed the words of St. Francis of As-
sisi, who wrote; _

“If you have men who will exclude any of God'’s crea-
tures from the shelter of compassion and pity, you will have
men WRO(\ZiNi” deal like wise with their fellow men.

ndsoitis.

Ron Rowe, Ojai
RHJRowe@aol.com
Invasion of the Health Snatchers
Faceit, in most parts of Californiathey never go away.
Denying their existence will not save your animals from the
ravages and disease. | am talking about fleas. Just one can
drive an alergic animal to self-mutilation; multitudes can cause an
animal to die of anemia. This does not just happen in third world coun-
tries. It probably is happening in your neighborhood.
There are amultitude of topical flea preventatives, ranging from
spot-on products, powders, sprays, to shampoos. Please don’t waste

your money on electronic flearepelling tags and flea collars. Likewise,
good intentions and amulets are cruel excuses since the animal isthe
one that suffers most. People can also get diseases from fleas (remem-
ber bubonic plague, Hanta virus ?). If you choose to go the holistic
route, you may have to use several products and rotate them every three
daysto weeks, depending on the product. There are severa Veterinar-
ians who practice holistic medicine that can give you advice on what
and how to use. Prevention is not one-size-fits-all. 1t needsto be
tailored to your environment, animal population, and individual animal
needs.

How products are used can make all the difference. It isfar better to
use a product before an animal is having dermatitis and other flea-re-
lated disease. That iswhy it is called prevention. Block the problems
before they get set up and save yourself some money in the long run.
Adding some yearsto your animal’slifeisabonus. Refusingto do
anything about preventing flea infestation amounts to animal abuse. It
isyour duty as an owner to be pro-active in the area of animal health
care.

Just arrived...
Green Tripe,
Venison & Kangaroo

Buy 1 chicken or turkey 2#

and receive the 2nd at 50% off ~
Offer Good While Supply Lasts

Voted Best Pet Store
Yeare Running!

VCReporter Readers’ Poll

Specializing in Raw Food Diets for cats & dogs
New Shipment of Safe & Unique Treats
Non-Anesthetic Dental Clinic Monthly

[uesday - Friday llam - 7pm ® Saturday 10am - 6pm

LinpAa’s CLaws & Paws

ey everyone, your cat’s not “missing” your cat was lunch. Forget the
front porch to pick off amouthful of fat domesticated cat. What's your cat missing
asa“stray”. In some Shelters unclaimed cats are mistaken for “feral” cats and
the Pound. Guesswhat, only
risein Californiaas the coyote
me while I’'m riding my horse
scare the begjesus out of them
unless you can fun over 40
the joys of the great outdoors 1958 B Ma',nitve:' tu, rf f?os) s

Dr. Janet McNeil, D.V.M., Ojai
(11 - . 1
When Fluffy Goes Missing
posters with proffered rewards for lost beloved cat because guess what
Coyotesdon't read !!! Yep, Coyote attacks are up and Mr. Wiley thinks
by a“boring lifeindoors?’. He's missing the opportunity to be eaten, run over,
poisoned or kidnapped. Yeah, kidnapped!!! Are you awarethat if your “Sammy”
euthanized as unmanageable. If Fluffy goes missing it’s unlikely you will ever
see hisfurry little face again but check the animal shelter just in case a misguided
five percent of “found” cats are
ever reunited with their own-
population proliferatesand is
losing fear of people. Check
or stop right in front of my car
and stare me down? You think
think again.....and, oh yeah,
don’t even bother chasing them
mph! Yesif you care for kitty,
confine him.
Continued ‘Fluffy’ Page14... =
il LAU KUNE DO I
N

by Mary M. Long

H nothing of four-pawing it right into downtown Hollywood or your
ventures into your wacky neighbors yard he can be airlifted to the County Shelter
neighbor has dropped him at
ers. Coyote attacks are on the
itout... | have had them stalk
that yelling at them is going to
in an effort to retrieve Fluffy
If you really think he's missing

Temple of Martial Arts

Kung Fu::Tai Chi::Qi Gong

122 W. Mission St., Santa Barbara
805.452.1446 « Sifu Rafal Brzozowski
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SOhOrocked a couple Sunday nights
ago thanksto the one-of-a kind guitar
sound of Jonathan Mchen 0 has
hisown genre and unlque sound.
EI ectrlfled would be an under Sate-
ment in describing the reaction of the
Santa Barbara Oan’ crowd. Others
assisting Jonathan; Michael Jerome,
drums, Taras Prodaniuk (_ll\_/|OJO Monkeys
and Bumsteers) Rchard hompson,

Jonathan will be recording a studio
bum in the next couple months with
Michadl Jerome and Taras Prodaniuk.

See Jonathan at the April 20, [Honor the Farm Festival info: (See Color Ad , Back Cover)

Check Out Jonathaan McEuens Live Audio Music Stream at.. Live2UTube.
com - Streaming Audio 24-hours
« Available Starting this Sunday April 20th
from Jonathans catalog and many members of the local community:

JjuliefchristensenYrobbengfordtjYbridgesybradlbuleydjesselsiebenberg?
randyjticoYjenathan]raffettoYshadesloffdayfdavelmasoni malcolmimedowell

Continued from ‘Fluffy Page 13...

you can always build an enclo-
surein your backyard which will
let Kitty play in the sunshine
without letting him venture into
the great and perilous world.
The Humane Society reports
that the average lifespan of a /
free-roaming cat is about thee ¥
years, compared to 12-18 years

for the indoor kitty. Don’t weaken
when you see Tabitha sitting
at the window drooling over
Y the prospect of nabbing a
~ freewheeling bird. Buy kitty
awindow perch and give
him the gift of along and

happy life.

Mary M. Long, Ojai
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Community Events, - )

Exciting Happenings...

OJAI -
Tuesdays Ch. 10 8:00 pm
Wednesdays Ch. 25 8:00 pm

i/
Announce your event, or be-
come a sponsor of this popular

VENTURA - program airing countywide in
CAPS-TV Ch. 6 Thursdays 9:30pm 10 cities,
reaching over 1 million homes
OXNARD - . .
Oxnard College TV Ch. 15 Inquirewith “Dr. L e€
Wednesdays 11am « 2pm « 9pm 805-701-1489

Fridays 11:00 am » Sundays 11:30am info@valleyvideofoundation.org

Photo Courtesy Bangles Publicity Dept.
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LETTER

Ojal and Ventura Rose,

Most travelers to far away countries enjoy returning to their
home valley with tales of exotic places and bizarre customs. Inthe
Past, Americans have had the added pleasure of relating to their

riends how well thought of Americais by other peoples. We have
no such joy to relate. Let casual tourists tell you of chateaux and
eating habits; we have returned with a harder tale to tell.

Yet, wetell it. You are our friends, our neighbors, our com-
munity. We feel that you should know what we saw and heard on
the streets out there, in the big world, where the people gather in
international citiesto talk about what is going on.

What we have learned is this: that there is absolutely no way to
overestimate how badly Americais thought of by people outside of
America. You have heard this before, surely. Nonetheless, please
allow usto give you an example, neighbor to neighbor, of how
completely our honor has been lost. Yours, mine, ours.

— It'savisua: Make the peace sign with
.| your hand. Now, slowly, ever so slowly,
et your fingers droop limp until your

fistisclosed. That isthe symbol for the
| falling of the twin towers. When we first
L | saw this, we cried: both of us. What hap-
pened to Victory? Whereis Peace? The
LB symbol has transformed itself again, into
impotence, revenge. Asyoung Europeanstak casualy, they use
tr|1isfi nger sign to refer to the event referred to here as 9/11. They
gloat.

The young scoff at us and glory in our national collapse. Like
schoolchildren, they wait for the bully to get knocked down. As
adults, thagi know by experience that the bully always does fall.
The old many questions and share their fears. \We have no
answers for them or for us.

In the next few issues of the Rose, we would like to share our
political observations among the people of nine different countries
and many different cultures far, far from the pink moment, the pier
and Surfer’s Point.

Later, Lawrence and Lori Anderson, Ojai

PoLiceE BLOTTER - VENTURA

Arrest
L ocation: 600 Block W. Channel Idands Blvd. Oxnard.
Date/Time Occurred: April 9, 2008.
Officer (s) Involved: Ventura County District Attorney’s
Office and Ventura Police Street Crimes Unit.
Suspect(s): Stein, Mark Steven, 40 years of age, Ventura,
Report #: 08-4446
Investigators from the Ventura County District
Attorney’s Office and Ventura Police conducted a
lengthy investigation into Identity Theft and Check
Fraud involving Ventura Defense Attorney Mark Stein.
Based on evidence gathered during the investigation,
aFelony Arrest Warrant was obtained for Stein alleging
multiple counts of Burglary, Identity Theft, Forgery,
Grand Theft and Possession of Fraudulent Documents.
Investigators located Stein, during surveillancein
Oxnard and he was taken into custody without incident.
Stein was also found to be in possession of a controlled
substance and was driving on a suspended license at the
time of hisarrest.
Stein was booked at the Ventura County Jail with bail
set at one million dollars. The investigation is ongoing.
Watch Commander,
\entura Police Department
Rose Note: All Suspects are considered
innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

GOt VO| ce f) something’'s happening

‘“Watch’ the*M.O." Townn Airwaves...

THE MOTELS
featuring Martha
Davis - Where?
St.ThomasAqui-
nSuasO(llhu,(/lch, 4
n ) )

1:30 S¥n ggws_—
SION: FREE at their
two day May 3-4
%)rlr_l Into Fun,

amily Festival
L ocaTion: Court-
yard at St. Thomas
Church, 150 St.
Thomas Drive

at El Roblar and

aricopa High-
way)&ai- °

Got Voice ?

listings@oj aiandventur ar ose.com

the bumper sticker, “ Stuff Happens.” We have everything
we need---why do we make things so complicated ?

In the third act, we become the studio audience at a
video-taping of a sit-com pilot adapted from the play, God
Knows. A scientist is pulled up from the audience, and he
debunks the notion of God by citing right-brain chemi-
calsand Higg's Bossun, whichisironically called God's
Particle.

The play ends with the voice of God and awarning to the
producer: theatreis powerful, and is not to be misused.

My experience last Sunday at the Ojai Art Center was
profound. The playwright, Peter Fox, not only wrote the
words, but directed the play, which his wife co-produced.
The actors and direction were spot on, word perfect, tight
and tidy in an intimate, black-box theatre. The words were
the star, and the ensemble gave voiceto God's eye. Acts
of God is good, God knows.

- Kate Longstory, contributing writer
The play runs through April 19th. 8 p.m. 646-0117

Acts of Goo

od knows, Acts of God isgood. Itisaword play, ac-

tualy, three philosophical discussions on the human

condition. If you're looking for fastpaced action and

spine-tingling special effects, you'll have to go to the

movies. With the usual conventions and suspension
of disbelief, the play speaks eloguent but simple truths.

In Greek theatre, man is the play thing of the gods; in Elizabe-
than theatre, man is between Heaven and Hell. In modern theatre,
at atime when we can view Earth from space and destroy the
planet, our world view is that of God's.

In thefirst act, “Oh, God!” appearsto facilitate a discussion
between a man, woman, and priest and touches upon religious
hypocrisy, sex, racism, and abortion. With the notion of the God
force within us, Heaven (peace, love, and happiness) is as close as
the local taco stand.

The second act finds a playwright attempting to sell his script of
“God Knows” (thefirst act) to a stereotypical producer. God ap-
pears, (thistime as awaitress) and explains that life is as ssmple as
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64th Birthday Bash

kie Lomax at

entura club,
TheMidnight
Hour in 1993.
“Harvey Brooks
bass player from
the Electric Flag...
backed me up on
tour... Fabulous
Rhinestones’
-- Jackie Lomax
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“Will You Still Feed Me
When|'m 64 7’
Also Appearing

Sar. JuLy 12
JACKIELOMAX.COM
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646-5256 Adventure begins where the pavement ends !
Tobin S. Lampson www.adventuremotorcycle.com

a t[ay cnfmu.ric. fun. kfn'endf:s

Hey where's a Good Neighborhood Weaterin' hole ?

The Bench Warmer - Friendliest Waterin’ Hole in Town

(Home of the corniest joke telling bartender in the Stat
Every Friday isDog Day - Freehot dogsto all !

Ventura, CA 93001

43-4303

Got Sports ?

AMERICA'S
FIrsTAID
AND SAFETY

1855 E. Main Street
RESOURCE

ZEE ;
: Phone (805) 646-1491
Dwayne A. Bower (800) 352-3434
General Ma”age¢r Fax (805) 646-1130

Zee Medical Services Company
107 S. Bryant Street « Ojai, CA 93023

323-661-1424

Highspeed Internet
ahighspeed CO™

Venturgyj
ai thspeecl.co
* Mac & PC Repair

643-4375

SuppOTt@V entur
m

* Business Internet Solutions

* Residential Internet Service « Virus Removal & Protection

2110 E. Thompson, Blvd. Ventura, California

B805-966-2474
sundancebeach.com
myspace.com/sundancebeacd!
7048-7054 Marketplace Dr. Golef:

iii Ae@ yyez a1eliqs|ad

X7
C;?:};n'fzotfzooﬂ - 10am-Tpm

www. farmerandcook.com

Live Event: April 20, 2008 « Ojai

Original Poster was by Mothpress.com

Featuring the Music of Jonathan M cEuen, Samba Da, Emy Reynolds,

Alan Thornhill, & a Few Surprises (watch website for updates) !

Ojai Valley

GREEN Dream SKATE PARK

“Skateboarding -- the
sport that this gen-
eration has chosen”
-- reaching for our
fund raising goal!”

contact: SHANE DILLING

info & donations

OJal PAarRks & REec. CENTER

call: 584-4400

% Tickets $ 20, Kids8 and under Free! Suggested Donation
z Walk,bike,rideshare, bus to Grounds !
&l On-site Parking Pass $5 (limited to first 100 cars)
5| 370 Old baldwin road/mwy 150, ojai, california 93023
= Bring low folding chairs, sunscreen, hats,
@ umbrellas, small tarps, atrash bag and
"l% G g anoven® “byo” reuseable utensils & cups ( no glass
7 e al an . . .
S .,?;gf%“ Ro SE please), for eating and drinking. | |
o] * % Sponsored by Farmer & the Cook & Three Angels & aSaint Music

MEET THE ARTIST
LESLIE MARCUSWILL BEAPPEARING
at THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
- ; VENTURA ,CALIFORNIA
MARCUSWILL BE SIGNING
AND SELLING
HAND EMBELLISHED
GICLEESFOR
VENTURA'S 2008 SPRING
ARTWALK
VIEW MARCUS ORIGINAL
OIL PAINTINGSAT
THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
AND MEET THE ARTIST
THE CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
450 HARBOR BLVD
VENTURA, CA
LESLIE MARCUS ...

GICLEE PRI NT?APRI Lo617pm WL BESIGNING
APRIL 27 10am- 4pm
SPECIAL BRUNCH WITH THE ARTIST
ON SUNDAY APRIL 27 FROM 10AM TO NOON
more information contact Marcus at 805.798.1707

© 2008, STEALTHKAT GRAPHICS

* Complete Tree Service
Full Service

» Landscape Maintenance
& Installation

 Finest, Fairest, in Ventura County

Tiffany Smith
\ 648-6766 - office 477-8401 - cell

May 313t

3 7,

¥ A

editor @ojaiandventur ar ose.com




