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JOURNALISM 101 BASICS
THE “OTHER SIDE”

   “Deadpan reporting of the contents 
of a report, speech or the like, 
even when the source is reputable, 
may be misleading in that it does 
not give readers the “whole” or “es-
sential” truth.
(Continued “The Other Side” page 23)

 ince 2005, Iran had been strongly focused on
development of their atomic energy resources.

Since then monthly and weekly news reports were
published in the international news media about the
efforts of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
to sort of control Iranian atomic energy developments.

Continued VIEW Page 2
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Small Townie - How to 
Avoid Getting Scammed
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as someone asked you to with-
draw cash from your account?  
If someone has contacted you 

about withdrawing cash from your bank 
account, Don’t Do It.  or you may never 
see your money again.  Instead, say “NO”, 
then contact an employee at the bank im-
mediately and tell them what happened, 
or Call the Police Department, use 911.  
Your fi nancial security depends on it.  
   Honest people will not approach you at 
home, business or on the street with any 
story.  Only a con artist will ask you to put 
up “good faith” money, along with an “in-
nocent bystander” in return for precious 
metals, jewels or other “valuables”.  These 
are just a few types of fraud perpetrated 
every day across the county.  Con artists 
prey upon a person’s greed, need or even 
their willingness to help out.
   Don’t be a Victim !

For further information contact:
Ventura Police Crime Prevention Unit 
- 339-4409 or Ventura County District 
Attorney’s Fraud Unit - 654-3110  The 

National Fraud Center - 1-800-876-7060

 LETTER

Do You Wanna Parade?
D

   
S President George Bush 
then imposed an embargo on 
Iran in March 2007.  Presi-

dent Sarkozy of France and Chan-
cellor Merkel of Germany followed 
up in September 2007.
   Now, a year later in 2008, this em-
bargo is hurting the Iranian economy 
badly and the private industry hardly 
has a chance to fi ght the resulting 
consequences.  For instance, in the 
shoe industry, they cannot fi ght the 
cheap prices of the enforced Chinese 
imports and many of them already 
have gone bankrupt.
   Also, all the IRAN AIR Boeing 
fl eet, like the 747’s, are grounded, due 
to lack of maintenance from blocked 
or embargoed import of repair parts, 
etc, etc.     
   For an outsider coming from Eu-
rope, and being familiarised with the 
severe political problems the Iranian 
population of more than 86 million 
people have been confronted with in 
the last 5-years, I doubt very much 
that the “Geopolitical Approach “ of 
the Bush Administration will lead to 
Peace in this area.
   Meanwhile the infl ation rate in 
Iran has reached a sky rocketing 24.2 
percent, as published monthly by the 
Iranian National Bank.
   The following Imam Khomeini 
International Airport (IKIA) 
“Airport Drama” is just one example 
in the dramatic political changes and 
resulting consequences in Iran’s recent 
development.
   A report from the Tehran Times 
Int. Daily, Jan. 29, 2004: “A new 
Airport serving the Iranian Capital 
Tehran is to be inaugurated Sunday, 
Feb. 1, 2004  by President Moham-
mad Khatami. 
   This new IKIA had originally been 
initiated by the Shah in 1973, but now 
30-years later, is to be opened on oc-
casion of the 25th anniversary of the 
victory of the Islamic revolution”.
   During the previous 10 months, 
the IKIA Airport, situated 30 miles 
southwest of Tehran, with some 16 
million inhabitants, had to be priva-
tized and upgraded according to 
the operational requirements of the 
International Air Traffi c. Within a 
month of completion, all IRAN Air 
international fl ights were to be trans-
ferred from the downtown Mehrabad 
Airport to IKIA.  By the end of the 
Iranian Year, March 20, 2004, all in-
ternational and some domestic fl ights 
were scheduled to be moved also, but 
this was delayed until May, 2004.
   However, on the day of its delayed 
May opening, Iran’s Elite Revolu-
tionary Guards, (SEPAH), one of the 
countries most powerful institutions, 
stormed the new airport, blocked the 
runway with military equipment and 
ordered that the complete existing 
airport management and all the airline 
representatives leave the airport prem-
ises immediately.
   Reason ?  The security of the coun-
try of Iran and the dignity of the Is-
lamic People of Iran is jeopardized!  
The Revolutionary Guards argued, 
that the airport privatization by the 
Austrian-Turkish Consortium TAV 
(Tepe Akten Vie) is a threat to their 
national security and dignity because 
TAV “also had dealings with arch 
enemy Israel”.
   It took one year, until May 1st, 2005 
to reopen the airport, “all fl ights to 
and from the United Arab Emirates 
will be handled by IKIA airport”, 
according to SEPAH.  It took another 
2 1⁄2 years (until November 2007) to 
handle the international fl ights from 

IRAN Air and the other international 
airlines fl ying to and from IKIA. 
   Yes, this “IKIA Airport Drama” is 
just another example for the dramatic 
political change in Iran’s development.  
The Iranian Mullah Regime realized, 
by the end of 2003, that the US-Regime 
invading IRAQ (in March 2003) and 
capturing Saddam Hussein in Novem-
ber 2003, would positively not continue 
invading into Syria and Iran.
   This “major Political Change”  is in 
short illustrated by the following ad-
ditional facts:
   • February 17, 2004:  “ manipulated” 
election of the Iranian Parliament with 
the consequences of President Chata-
mi’s resignation and the later inthronisa-
tion of the new President Ahmadinejad.
   • July 2004: impeachment of the 
Minister of the Ministry of Road and 
Transportation, Mr. Ahmad Khorram, 
and the Secretary of State, Mr. Hassan 
Hajalifard  in September 2004, and all 
his senior staff by the end of 2004
   • The  complete cancellation of the 
IKIA airport privatization in 2005 as 
one example (noted above) for the total 
political reverse trend, (from former 
President Chatami’s political view), of 
opening the country up to foreign Inves-
tors.

- S. Michael Zehender
Editors Note: Mr. Zehender was the 
chief engineer for the IKEA Airport and 
has had longtime relatives and friends in 
Ojai, whom he visits frequently.

ear Editor:

   A mid-1960s graduate of Nordhoff 
High School, I frequently visit Ojai to 
visit family and enjoy the memories of 
experiences of my youth.  One of my 
fond memories was being in the Ojai 
4th of July Parade.  During this visit, I 
ventured out to fi nd out about what hap-
pened to the once “famous” Ojai 4th of 
July Parade.
   On the web, I found http://www.
ojai4th.org/paradeinfo.html.  There I 
found that the theme of this year’s event 
is Fourth of July Memories.
   At the Ojai Chamber of Commerce 
website the parade event shows up on 
the Chamber July 4th calendar.   And a 
contact phone number.
   I phoned and asked about when 
the entry deadline was for this year’s 
parade.  I was immediately told where I 
could get the parade entry form.  Again, 
I asked “when is the entry deadline ?”    
I was told that, “because there were so 
few entries, the deadline was extended 
to June 16th.”   “How many entries?”, 
I asked, and was told about 41.  I asked 
why so few at this point in the game ?  
Well, I received a bunch of fi nancial an-
swers; i.e., pay for police, pay for bar-
ricades, Chamber does not participate, 
no cable viewing.   I was told that the 
Ojai Independence Day Committee is 
grateful to the City of Ojai for allowing 
the use of the City’s Bulk Mail Permit 
for mass mailing.
   And the fi nances of the Parade ???    
Seemingly, the Ojai Independence 
Day Committee has a budget of ap-
proximately $30,000.  This group of 
ten fi nds it more important to pay for 
police barricades and awards, instead of 
utilizing alternative resources who can 
provide policing personnel, industries 
who could provide free barricades and 
take the $30,000 and offer cash prizes.  
If you divide the 41 units into a $30,000 
budget, that means each entry is worth 
approximately $731.  Even with 70 
entries with the same $30,000 budget, 
the cost per entry is still $420.  Seems 

like a town of this size could get more for 
their money.  Parades in towns with the 
population of Ojai can, and do, have more 
productive, larger and entertaining parades 
with  1⁄2 of the $30,000.   
   Having come from past experience of 
turning small hometown parades, (Brent-
wood, CA) into the biggest in its home 
county, I offered some idea questions and 
was told that I should talk to this year’s 
chairperson, Nancy Hill.   As I was speak-
ing to Pat Bushman-Nelles, I wanted 
to know what her role was in the parade 
event.  She informed me that she was re-
sponsible for getting the “very nice group 
of judges” from Santa Barbara, and gets 
the awards.   
   With another idea question, I asked Pat 
if the Ojai Parade was a “sanctioned” 
parade.  She said she did not know what 
that was.  But she reiterated to me a 
second time that she is involved with the 
Ojai Parade because she wants to show 
the children of Ojai about patriotism and 
love of the City.  Yet, she also stated that 
“it is sad to see that so many street corners 
are not crowded with spectators” as in 
past years....years when there were over 
100 entries !
   I asked Ms. Bushman-Nelles what the 
philosophy was of the Committee....
   1.  To have a nice little parade that is 
declining in recent years, or 
   2.  Go outside the community and bring 
in parade entries that show the children 
(young and old), that patriotism is alive 
and well. 
   Ms. Bushman-Ellils had no response to 
my question.  
   Well, I thanked Ms. Bushman-Nelles 
for her information and I told her that 
I felt sorry for her and the Ojai Inde-
pendence Day Committee who seem-
ingly, has all of Ojai’s community doors 
slammed in its face.    
   Well, I then phoned the parade chair-
person, Nancy Hill.  No answer so, I 
phoned Ms. Bushman-Nelles’ number 
again.  Oh, my goodness, she answered 
the phone.  In a very nasty voice she told 
me I had the wrong number... I rechecked 
the number and I had it right......this was 
9:50am on Sunday, June 08, 2008.  This 
was WEIRD!   Then I waited and tried 
phoning again.  At 9:51am, the phone was 

busy ?????
   With the notoriety that Ojai has with 
great people, great arts, great music, you’d 
think that the Ojai community would like 
to be on the same great level with march-
ing music, creative fl oats, show-stopping 
equestrians all following a parade featur-
ing the young of Ojai; Ojai’s Children’s 
Parade.    
   I have no personal agenda to come in 
and make money putting together an awe-
some parade.  I, too, am a volunteer like 
the Ojai Independence Day Committee 
members; I have enough background and 
resource information to give a community 
a well-deserved, fi rst class event.
   If Ms. Bushman-Nelles really has a 
love for the Ojai community, I would 
think that she think outside her little box 
and jump out into the world to fi nd out 
what is really going on around her.  There 
must be a very good reason why the Ojai 
community has slammed their doors on 
a committee of 10 people.  Maybe, the 
10 people have made the parade “their 
parade” instead of Ojai’s Parade.
   Ojai, stand up and take YOUR commu-
nity pride back!    Make great new Fourth 
of July Memories.

Misty Groth
Past President, 

Parade Sponsors Association
 of Northern California

IRAN: Continued From Cover...
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ll psychotherapists have to answer the above question for them-
selves.  Soulful psychotherapy is not about running a ‘psycho-
logical technique’ on people.  Our work is primarily based on 
how we have handled the experiences life has dealt us and the 

teachers we’ve encountered from early on.  I was fortunate, in so far, 
as many teachers have taught me; some from literature, some from my 
profession and quite a few who I’ve met in the oddest places throughout 
my life.  
 One of my earliest mentors in the profession was Carl Jung, who 
had this to say regarding the education of a psychologist:
“Therefore anyone who wants to know the human psyche would be better 
advised to bid farewell to his study and wander with human heart through 
the world. There, in the horrors of prisons, lunatic asylums and hospitals, 
in drab suburban pubs, in brothels and gambling hells, in the salons of the 
elegant, the stock exchanges, socialist meetings, churches, revivalist gath-
erings and ecstatic sects, through love and hate, through the experience 
of passion in every form in his own body, he would reap richer stores of 
knowledge than textbooks a foot thick could give him, and he will know 
how to doctor the sick with real knowledge of the human soul.”
   Psychotherapy is not delivering dogma from the halls of academia.  
Some theory and classifi cation of the human personality, however, can 
be a useful tool for us when we are lost, which happens frequently.  As 
psychotherapists, we are confronted with our own ignorance about the 
human soul very early on in training.
 Every patient is a unique individual in their own psychological 
condition.  It is much more important to establish trust with our patients 
than to demonstrate a clinical theory.  The doctor has something to say, 
but so does the patient.  The patient needs to be treated with total relat-
edness, which includes open dialogue, encounter, safety, and absolute 
confi dentiality.  Compassionate and feeling Eros is more important than 
intellectual Logos, even though the latter also needs plenty of room for 
expression.  
 There are two kinds of suffering.  The fi rst category includes 
suffering all human beings encounter at various stages in life.  It might 
be loss of a friend, parent or spouse, unexpected failure, betrayal, loss 
of health or a job, divorce, extreme fi nancial stress etc...For this kind 
of suffering we, as psychotherapists, hold the other in compassion and 
empathy.  We might have to temporarily carry hope and accompany our 
patients through the swamplands of the soul – depression, despair, doubt, 
grief, fear, rage or anxiety.  We stay closely connected and when ap-
propriate, share our own descent into the abyss and back.  Once patients 
return from below, many realize: “I’m not what happened to me, I am 
what I choose to become.” (Hollis, 1996)  Through suffering, we come 
to wisdom.  The soul’s evolution is often more enhanced by loss than by 
gain.  
 In the second kind of suffering, we contribute to our symptoms 
and basically create them, which is referred to as neurotic suffering.  
We’re stuck in the status quo of repeating self-defeating patterns and 
habits over and over again.  The good news is, if we are responsible for 
our suffering we have the power to undo it and heal.  This takes courage 
because we need to take an honest look into the mirror and acknowledge 
who we really are and not who we want to be to others.  I only work with 
those patients who are committed to the inner work, because an hour out 
of their life is an hour out of mine.  If they are willing to not ignore their 
inner life, they are welcome. 
Love to Mother Meera.  One for all and all for one

PETER RUDOLF MILHADO, PH.D.
35 Years Experience  Lic #MFT14142

Don’t Tell Me Who I am... Let me guess !

What is 
Psychotherapy About ? 

Voice your Letters 
editor@ojaiandventuraview.com
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hink back fi ve or six years.  Think 
back to the time the U.S. government, 

along with Grandmaw England was 
trying to convince the WORLD that it 
was time to go to Iraq, take everything, 
shoot fi rst, ask questions later, then 
leave.  At this time, Lori and I lived in 
Paris, France. We marched several 
times protesting against any illegal inva-
sion of any country, against the inva-
sion of Iraq, against 
Camp X-ray, et 
al.  We were blown-
away to march with 
one million people 
who know that if the 
people speak against 
a government policy, 
which the majority 
of the people do not 
agree with, often the 
government changes 
its mind.  We were 
even more blown-away that the U.S. 
government chose to ignore these world-
wide protests, and the smell of burning 
tires.  France has learned to speak to its 
government.  France 
is a country with a 
capitalistic system still 
entwined with its roots 
of Socialism.  People 
are still more important 
than money.
   It was a cold day in 
Paris, Sister City to 
New York, when café 
owners and bar tenders 
in New York poured 
French wine onto the 
street and down the 
gutter because the French would not 
saddle up with g. bush to “Kick their ass 
and take their gas.”  The French have 
had war in their country, many times.  
They know, like others know, that war 
is not worth it.  Bad investment.  Ends 
with a lot of broken dreams, and cluster 
bomb bomblets scattered around forever.  
For not wanting to go to war, the war 
hawks did this with the wine ?  They 
changed the name of French Fries to 
Freedom Fries.  Low Blow.  These few 
acts shocked the French even more than 
a doped-up American winning the Tour 
De France.
   In France, the people have seen the 
bully rise, glorify itself with monuments 
and big rooms, then get booted out by 
guys with better body armor.  They 
know that if you make war, you get war.  
French people are not terrifi ed of terror 
as much as they and others are terrifi ed 
of America’s “War on Terror,” and 
of the everyday Joes who are angered 

by a lame crusade, to the point that they 
sell their bicycles, buy dynamite and do 
some bad thing....  We believe that most 
people of the world know, by now, that 
the War on Terror is a way to build mili-
tary bases, build detention camps, make 
money, and try to rule the world.  Nobody 
can rule the world alone; they need oth-
ers to help them. How can people help 
when they are in a camp ?  The normal, 
everyday, how do you say, working class, 
farmer type dude, the Frenchman, would 
probably say, “Try love, it always, always 
works better.”  He would say it in French. 

   Western Europe, 
and the greater world, 
wants to follow the 
dream of people for 
hundreds of years: 
“Go West Young 
Man!!!; You’ll fi nd it 
there for sure young 
man!!;  That’s for 
sure....”   Nonethe-
less, as the world 
watches America’s 
imperialistic moves, 
including its swift 

capture of France in the last election, 
Lori and I fi nd it depressing, the speed 
at which the group of Israel, England, 
America, France, Germany, Italy, 

Mexico, Spain, et al, 
are forming a group, 
the good guys.  The 
rest of us, then, could 
only be the bad guys 
?  Us, the bad guys 
?  I’m a working guy.  
The bottom line is 
that the people of the 
world have lost their 
model, their super-
star.  The people 
believed in some-
thing for a long time, 

and lately, that thing, the U.S., has shown 
cracks in her infrastructure, her views and 
her beliefs.                                                              
   “People get the government they 
deserve.”  I believe this to my soul.  If a 
people is a worthy people, in whatever 
way that people defi nes “worthy,” and if 
they come before their ELECTED offi -
cials and say, “YO, Sirs, we have to talk,” 
then they should talk. The French people 
wonder why we, the “regular” Ameri-
cans, don’t re-establish self-rule.  They 
wonder why some people make big bucks 
for doing nothing while other people, 
working two jobs, can’t buy paper towels.   
Does anyone out there have any ideas on 
how to get our country to shine again?  
Please send them to the VIEW.  In the 
next issue, we will travel to Switzerland, 
good chocolate, and the Swiss Army, well 
equipped, well trained, and well hidden in 
the solid rock cliffs of the Alps.

Lawrence and Lori Anderson, Ojai 
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Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt 
Probably Won’t Read This...

Not since the anticipation of a sequel 
to ‘Showgirls’ has there been such 

a buzz in our little valley.  Nothing was 
leaked in January or February, but then 
in March an announcement ‘look for it’, 
April the promise ‘its almost here’, and 
then in early May came the blog confi rm-
ing ‘any day now’.  Surely, 
a clever yet unnecessary 
scheme to build excitement 
was at play here.  No matter, I 

could wait another fi ve months.
   I was not disappointed when the new 
old Voice arrived on my favorite local 
sidewalk.  Although most won’t be honest 
enough to admit it, I will speak it out; who 
doesn’t just love war, especially a new lo-
cal war ?  And there it was, on top, in bold 
graphics on the front page; ‘newspaper 
wars’ !  Promises of nasty articles and un-
ending letters to the editor, verbal battles, 
mudslinging and even misleading photos 
swim through my head.  Oh, I thought, 
this is gonna be good.
   My hand was quivering as I opened to 
“Our Readers Write...”  on page two.  Big 
thanks to Lanny Kaufer for his letter 
clarifying that this indeed was the one and 

The French Connection

“The disconnection of the thou-
sands-of-years-old connection 
with the French began the day g. 
bush, the boy, said ‘ You’re either 
with us, or you’re against us.’  In 
the history of this country, few 
presidents, few people, have sunk 
the knife of shame and dishonor 
into the heart of this country, so 
many times in a row.  Thank God 
it’s almost over.”   - L.R.A.

“The naked truth is always beautiful, 
even when it tells of evil.”

- H. Rider Haggard

Continued VIEW Page 6...



hen come to Plaza Pantry in Ojai, an 
English Style restaurant and grocery 

shop.  A good cup of tea with a crumpet or 
homemade scone will be waiting for you.  
I want my customers to come in and feel 
relaxed, even if it’s only for 10 minutes.
   A fresh supply of english gro-
ceries arrived this week -- such 
as bacon, bangers, crisps, teas, 
jams, biscuits, and of course 
-- sweets.

- Beryl Tognazzini
Ojai

f I had two loaves 
of bread, I would 
sell one and buy 

fl owers, for they feed 
my soul, so said 13th-
century poet S’adi.  
Seven-Hundred-years 
later, the American 
wit Dorothy Parker 
concurred with, they 
who have roses never 
need bread, and I 
agree.  Have we not 
splurged on an irre-
sistible bouquet of roses, when we should have 
saved our pennies to pay for gas for our car ?  
From medieval textiles to Islamic manuscripts, 
from Japanese prints to impressionist paintings, 
from sermons and sonnets and from nonsense 
verse to Haiku, arts and letters have been inspired 
by fl owers.  
   So dear readers let your gardens bloom, spread 
joy and fl owers rather than hate and gossip, rise 
above the unhappy dissenters, walk-on in peace.  
   Did you know fossilized blossoms discovered 
in Oregon 
and Colo-
rado have 
been identi-
fi ed as 40 
million and 
possibly 
70 million-
years-old.  
The Ojai 
Land Con-
servancy 
is looking 
for volun-
teers from 
administra-
tion help 
to trailhead 
greeters.  
Call 649-6852 for more information.  It’s healthy 
to  walk and commune with nature.  Doctors 
wrote over 190 million prescriptions for antide-
pressants drugs in 2007.  New research shows 
there is an alternative to taking pills for depres-
sion; spend time walking in the outdoors.  Essex 
University ran research tests on people suffering 
from depression, they had them take a 30 minute 
walk outdoors.  After the walk, 76 percent said 
they felt better and 93 percent said they felt less 
depressed.  So, dear readers, off you go to the 
Ojai Meadows for a brisk stimulating walk in the 
midst of mother nature.  
   The whispered word is, there will be a contend-
er for the upcoming vacant seat on the Ojai City 
Council.  The person, Buddy Wilds, has given 
up his car and now cycles around town.  He shops 
and buys from Ojai stores.  He has even become 
a tree hugger.  When I bumped into him sipping 
tea at Plaza Pantry, I asked him if it was true 
that he was running for city council ?  He replied, 
with a straight face, “no comment.”  Any reader 
with information on this matter please email me.  
The people want to know.
   Do you believe in FENG SHUI ?  If your 
house or apartment is giving off bad vibrations, 
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share your concerns
editor@ojaiandventuraview.com

by Ron Rowe

I

“No bird soars too high, if he soars with his own wings.”
- Blake

Continued VIEW Next Page...
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Would you like to 
Visit England ?

PLAZA PANTRY
ENGLISH TEA ROOM AND SPECIALTIES

  • Breakfast • Lunch & 
    • English Grocery Store

Summer Afternoon 
Tea - Wed. July 16 
Call for more Info.

221 E. MATILIJA ST.
      OJAI, CA

646-6325

don’t sell it.  A na-
tive American in New 
Mexico will give it a 

cleansing smudge ritual.  It will clear all negative 
images built up by former tenants, death or bad 
design.  For only $300 an hour Eleni Santoro 
will channel in and balance your spaces energy 
with a combination of bells, 
chants , incense and medita-
tion.  If the price is too high 
for you then call me.  I realize 
you are one with your space 
and, for a bottle of good wine, 
or malt whiskey plus one 
Cuban cigar, I will  play my 
bagpipes and clear all of bad 
vibrations and demons.  I will 
even chant a couple of AH 
OOOMMS and OOM MANE 
PADME OOMMMS for free.
   Personal advice; in a Scot-
tish Glasgow newspaper.  An 
ad; single white male seeks 
woman to share his grave.  Jock Sanders, 78, is 
divorced, but he doesn’t want the double cem-
etery plot he purchased in 1992 to go to waste.  
For a small fee, a woman can have the bottom 
bunk, no smokers need apply. For more info 
www.tabloid.net

   Quote from a Washington 
politician; if crime went down 
100 percent it would still be 50 
percent higher than it should 
be.  The streets here are safe.  
It’s only the people who make 
them unsafe.  Ah well, we do 
elect them, don’t we.
   Wise sayings; The best things 
in life are for a fee.  He who 
is fl ogged by fate and laughs 
is a masochist.  Let he who is 
stoned cast the fi rst sin.
   The US bank and securities 
fi rms are sitting on at least 
36 billion in paper losses on 
mortgage securities that they 
haven’t disclosed to investors.  
The fi rms are using account-

ing loopholes to avoid showing losses, according 
to Bloomberg.com.  There are over a 248,353 
homes in some stage of foreclosure.
   A Croatian woman, Hedviga Golik, went 
missing 43-years-ago.  This week police broke 
down the door of her house and found her mum-
mifi ed body sitting in an armchair in front of a 

vintage black and white TV.  A police spokes-
man said, we have no idea how it is possible that 
someone reported missing so long ago was not 
found before.  Wonder what TV program, she 
was watching ?  Must have been boring.
   Looking for a bicycle getaway ?  Mammoth 
Mountain resort is offering a stay and bike pack-

age from $152 per 
room per night, from 
June 20 to September 
22.  It includes an all 
day bike ride pass for 
90 miles of trails in 
the Sierra Nevada’s, 
bike rentals of $40 
a day.  Check www.
mammouthmoun-
tain.com.
   Sadly there are 
dishonest people in 
this world.  Author 
Thomas Kohnstamm

wrote 12 guidebooks 
for the lonely planet series.  He admitted he regu-
larly cut corners because he wasn’t paid enough 
to travel to the various countries.  He wrote the 
Columbia Guidebook in San Francisco with 
information he got from his girlfriend.  
   A fi fty-year-old woman in Saudi Arabia is de-
manding a divorce because her husband lifted her 
veil and looked at her face when she was sleep-
ing, she told Al-Riyadh.  She had kept her face 
veiled and hidden for the 30-years of marriage 
and she could never forgive him for seeing her 
face.  Makes you wonder what her face looked 
like ?  Madonna or Hillary ?
   Beware people that lie, and there are a few in 
Ojai, your days are numbered.  An emotionally 
aware computer has been developed by British 
and American scientists.  It can video, record 
and analyze facial movements that represent un-
derlying feelings.  A raised eyebrow, a quizzical 
look, or facial expressions are just a few of the 
things it can analyze.  Professor Peter Robinson 
of Cambridge University claims the computer 

Buddy Wilds - Is he running for city council ?  He is now a 
tree hugger, cyclist and drinks tea.

Helen MacGregor at her exquisite new store Verandah, 
behind the Arcade in Ojai.  More, next issue of the VIEW.

Wine And Roses



ttending an English High Tea at the Dorches-
ter Hotel or the Savoy in London was always 
a delightful experience - lots of fi nger sand-
wiches.  They are traditional sandwiches cut 

to the width of your fi nger, minus the crusts, of course, 
served on Royal Dalton China.  They are made in a 
large variety of cucumbers, egg salad, chicken, water-
cress and other delightful scrumptious ingredients.  I 
even tasted Bovril at one high tea, next followed clotted 
cream, lemon curd, tarts, sticky buns, fruitcake, etc.  And 
of course lashings of delicious tea.
   

All these goodies were delicately eaten to the accompani-
ment of soothing classical music, played by a string quar-
tet composed of cello, harp, violin and piano by ladies 
dressed in basic black with pearls.  They were in direct 
contrast to the elegantly dressed ladies nibbling at the 
array of sandwiches, attired in frilly hats colorful gowns, 
elbow length gloves and surrounded by an aura of exotic 
perfume, which caused many of the men to swoon.
   Now when I received an invitation to attend a high tea 
here in Ojai, at the Plaza Pantry tea shop I accepted at 
once.  Although I am a frequent customer, I have never 
attended their monthly high tea.  It was a very satisfying 
event.  Although the ambiance was not as fancy, the cui-
sine was just as good and I enjoyed  the company more.  
The shop was fi lled with very friendly ladies, dressed in 
Ojai casual elegance, seated at tables of four.  There was 
a gentle hum as the ladies exchanged pleasantries.
   Tea was served in the traditional British Brown Betty 
teapots covered by a colorful tea cozy and was poured 
into bone china delicate teacups - a few of which were 
100-years-old.  The sandwiches did not disappoint me, 
they were the traditional ones, egg salad, cream cheese, 
cucumber, tomato, salmon, what a sumptuous assortment.
   Later, plates of fancy’s were passed around, black cur-
rant tarts, fruitcake, scones with cream, crumpets with 
lemon curd, shortbread, treacle tarts, tiffi n, oh supreme 
delight.  After this delightful tea I left for home, elegantly 
replete, at peace with the world.
   So dear reader, if you wish to attend an English high 
tea then by all means call Beryl at the Plaza Pantry tea 
shop in the Arcade Plaza, 646-6325.  I do recommend 
you make a reservation as they do tend to fi ll up very 
quickly.
   They’re held the fi rst Wednesday of each month 1:30  
to 3:30.  The cost a very modest $7.50 per person.

Ron Rowe, Ojai
rhj rowe@AOL.com
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will make great improvements in communica-
tions between people.  Good show, I say, use it 
on all political speeches and bring it to Ojai for 
use on certain newspaper editors.
   Time to enjoy a glass of wine from Regals 
Wine and Cheese shop on Ojai Ave.  The 
monthly special is, Vida Organica Malbec 
Rose, a truly delightful rosé simply bursting with 
ripe juicy fruit fl avors, enjoyable as a cocktail, 
with salads, seafood, white meat.  And of course 
with a barbecue at sunset.  A good value at 
$12.99.  This month’s special price, only $8.99, 
and remember, it’s organic.  Do pop down to 
Regals now and buy a bottle.  Regals has wine 
tasting every day or by appointment, let me know 
if you enjoy this exceptionally delightful rosé.
   Regals Wine and Cheese Shop on Ojai Ave. 
is changing its name to the Ojai Beverage Com-
pany.  Considering they stock over 750 assorted 
beers, 200 varied tequilas, 35O whiskeys, the 
largest selection of malt whiskeys I have ever 
seen in all my years of travel, and over 1000 
various wines, that’s over 3000 square feet of 
sublime nectar of the gods.
   To celebrate the name change: CONTEST: 
if you can name the fi ve grapes used in mak-
ing Bordeaux wine, you will receive a FREE 
T-SHIRT for this weekend only, pop into Ojai 
Beverage, name the fi ve grapes and the T-
SHIRT is yours.  Look out for our next special 
giveaway promotion in the next issue off the VIEW.   

And so, I lift my glass of rosé with a toast to
William Wordsworth, who wrote, “Our birth is 
but a sleep and a forgetting: the Soul that rises 
with us, our life Star, hath had elsewhere its set-
ting, And cometh from afar.”

Peace to all living beings on earth.
Ron Rowe, Ojai

rhj rowe@AOL.com
 

O
E n g l i s h  H i g h  Te a

Owner, Joby Robe Displays Vida Organica Malbec Rose, 
at Ojai Beverage Company (formerly Regals)

Good Coffee
An Affordable Luxury

    Daughters of the British Empire enjoy monthly 
tea at Plaza Pantry, Ojai.

kay, gas is $4.50 
a gallon, milk is 
$4 a gallon and a 
box of Cheerios 

is $5.  Is your daily morning 
wake up of a large double 
vanilla latte - $4.20 at Java 
& Joe; or hot afternoon fi x 
of a blended mocha with 
whipped cream for $4.25 worth it ?  I say yes, yes, 
yes !
   Let’s say you like that large drink with extra shots 
and fl avor for $4 to $5; or a $3 mocha or even a 
medium regular coffee for $2.10.  How do you jus-
tify spending this kind of money on something that 
is essentially unnecessary ?  But is it unnecessary 
?  Think how much you like your Double Medium 
Black Forest Mocha with whipped cream ($4.35).  
Think how good it is, how it wakes you up and 
makes you happy.  Can you put a price on a more 
alert morning ?  Can you put a price on happiness ?  
I will help you.  I’ve worked some things out.
 You like the drink for $4.20 and you get it 5 days a 
week.  You spend $21-a-week on coffee.  Not that 
much in the great scheme of things.  If you get your 
lunch out every day – for example spending $7 a 
day 5-days-a-week – you pay $35-a-week for lunch.  
If you bring your lunch 3-days-a-week you’ve paid 
for your coffee and still can have lunch out 2-days-
a-week !  If you like the less expensive drinks you 
only have to give up lunch out 2-days-a-week.  
Easy, isn’t it.  If you don’t regularly eat out there are 
things you can adjust such as movies out or other 
expensive treats.
   What if you like to make coffee at home ?  You 
like to grind the beans and have the wonderful smell 
of brewing coffee fi ll the kitchen.  At Java and Joe 
we raise and lower our whole bean prices accord-
ing to what we pay the roasters.  We recently had 
to raise our whole bean coffee prices $1 per pound 
making the price of most coffees $10 - $12 a pound. 
The organics are $13 to $15 per pound.  This is as 
high as we’ve ever had our prices.  But – buying 
good coffee by the pound and making it at home is 
still a great bargain.  The Fair Trade 5 Country 
Blend we sell for $14 per pound works out to 45 
cents a cup. The fl avored coffee currently sells for 
$11 per pound.  This works out to 35-cents-a-cup.  
And don’t think that buying less expensive coffee at 
the market is saving much money.  Most supermar-
ket coffee is sold in 12 oz. (3⁄4 pound) cans or bags.  
If the bag is $7, the price per cup is 30 cents.  Not 
that much less.
   At Java & Joe coffee that we brew as coffee of 
the day is 20% off the beans.  Most coffees are 
brewed 2-3 times a month. Stop by and pick up a 
calendar.  And have a blended mocha.  It’s worth it.

Lorraine Mariz , Ojai

O j a i  C h o c o l a t
no sugar -  no dairy -  no guilt

chilihot-chocolat.com        

Available at these fine locations
• Westridge Market, Ojai
• Farmer and the Cook, M.Oaks
• Montecito Natural Foods
• Ojai Sunday Farmers Market

646-0454

by Lorraine Mariz
by Ron Rowe



s I was 
tooling (an 
old ‘50s 

expression mean-
ing drive) up 
California Street I 
passed by Clark’s 

Liquor, near the corner of Cali-
fornia and Main.  It appeared that 
a massive police raid was taking 
place.  I stopped and realized that 
what was really going on was that 
the majority of the Ventura City 
Police Motorcycle Armada was 
taking a, I am sure, much needed 
break.  There were (5) fi ve, count 
them, motorcycles lined up in front 
of the liquor store and the fi ve rid-
ers were lollygagging (another old 
‘50s expression meaning doing ab-
solutely nothing) against the front 
of the liquor store.
   Now I really don’t know exactly 
why these stalwart protectors of 
our city were lollygagging about in 
the middle of the day, but as far as 
I can estimate a fully dressed mo-
torcycle offi cer costs the citizens 
of Ventura a minimum of $200 an 
hour.
   I hung around for about 30 min-
utes and these gentlemen were still 
lollygagging when I left.
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   Sooooo.... lets see fi ve offi cers 
lollygagging for say... 1 hour, now 
that cost the citizens of Ventura 
$1000.  Then these offi cers of the 
law had to mount their steeds and 
ride off into the sunset or to the po-
lice barn taking another 30 minutes 
for a cost of another $500.
   Now this amount of money of 
course won’t break the bank, but 
the problem is that for the past 
couple of years we, the citizens of 
Ventura, have been inundated with 
pleas from the city and the police 
to allow them to raise sales tax 
because the police just don’t have 
enough money to operate to their 
full potential.
   As a matter of fact now because 
of the $4 million defi cit in the city 
budget, some of the police opera-
tions will be cancelled.
   It makes one wonder just how 
much daily lollygagging goes on in 
the Ventura Police Department.
   Another problem with fi ve mo-
torcycle offi cers lollygagging about 
in front of a liquor store is the 
impression it must give to visitors 
to our fair city.

     R.Ellis Smith, Ventura
rellis39@sbcglobal.com

Waterin’ Hole - Clark’s Liquor at California and Main, Ventura.

The Grand Pooh-Bah - ‘Just Cooln’ it Here Boss !’

R. Ellis Smith

only Voice.
Even though it did say the Voice on the 
cover, one can not be too sure of these 
things.  It looked like the old Voice too, 
but what with the passing of the much 
admired, hard working publisher/edi-
tor Jeff San Marchi in December and 
the noticeable absence of most of the 
regular contributors I admit I was a bit 
confused.  The other three letters (?) in 
that section were just 
as interesting.  The 
Voice hit my news-
stand at three o’clock 
p.m. on Saturday so 
by the time I read the 
letter about the event 
at the skate park I was 
still able to get over 
there and catch the last 
fi fteen minutes of it.  
The piece on Arroyo 
eradication was just 
as riveting the second 
time around.  I read 
the same article in 
the OVN two weeks 
prior, but who can get 
enough of the ever 
controversial weed 
eradication issue 
?  Lastly, kudos for 
scooping the OVN 
with your ‘Chasing 
Baja’ “Our Readers 
Write...” letter.  I thought they (OVN) 
looked foolish for printing an identical 
letter.  Is that legal ?
   Speaking of, she’s back.  The ever 
clever and Chatty Cathy Elliot Jones fi -
nally has her very own, pull her string and 
let her go column.  Who else could be bet-
ter qualifi ed to write a defi nitive piece on 
anti-Semitism in Ojai than someone who 
plays a Jew on the high holy days?  In her 
bold and aggressive attempt to expose the 
real neojai-Nazis living here she mean-
dered through international and national 
politics, racism, sexism and the elections 
to eventually make her courageous point 
about the evil enemy.  So, let’s put the 
matzo on the table.  CEJ didn’t have to 
pretend she was defending a ‘friend’.  
Someone upset her old man, her main 
squeeze and live in love, Ray Alpern, 
and they were not going to get away with 
it !  I get it and we all know who they are 
too!  I guess if they didn’t know how mad 
she was at them they sure do now.  Good ?  
This is great !  (Way to use absolute power 
of the press !)  Personally, I think the edi-
tor should give her two pages !
   I fi nally found a face and name from 
the old Voice.  I was home.  A sense of 
comfort and familiarity came over me 
as I perused Richard Senate’s article.  I 
was saddened to learn later that day that it 
would be his fi rst and last column for the 
old Voice, but, hey, there’s the extra page 
for CEJ !
   How civic of the new old Voice to give 
free advertisement space to Chris Wilson 
in exchange for writing about his ADD.  I 
can hardly wait to see what else he fi nds 
fascinating in Ojai besides his $20 ojai 
face.  Speaking of ads, I loved the where’s 
Waldoish game you can play by guess-
ing how many times the Rent This Space 
verses the guy with the coffee mug boxes 
appear in the paper.  I fi nd it very gener-
ous to give up all that valuable advertising 
space just so we can amuse ourselves.  
FYI, I counted coffee guy: 6, Rent this 
Space: 10.  Coincidentally, on page 10, I 
read ‘The Babe in The Woods’ by Lisa 
Clark (a.k.a. “not some woo-hoo, Ojai 
spiritual vegan hysterical hippy”).  I’m 
so impressed that a publication serving 

Ventura and Ojai would be lucky enough 
to fi nd a journalist living 1,300 miles 
away to write for our local paper.  It was 
so satisfying reading all about her busy 
life in Montana, waltzing down memory 
lane with her, complete with coded names 
and college yawns, rehashing trash on 
Suza, and being privy to her personal 
correspondences.  Everyone says Hi back.  
Thank god, the female one, L.C. didn’t 

send that eagle feather 
to CEJ, I mean P.B., or 
there could have been an-
other picture of her on the 
front page of the OVN 
as it IS a federal crime to 
possess, feathers.
  Whew, Mr. Kaufer 
was right.  I recog-
nized another old Voice 
name when I eyeballed 
“Rockin’ Ray Does The 
Bowl...”  (So many bowls 
to choose from).  Who 
wouldn’t know that name 
?  Why, ‘Rockin’ chair’ 
Ray Alpern is practically 
a fl ippin’ R&R royalty in 
these parts what with be-
ing the once “ex-cousin-
in-law” to some really 
R&R guy in a band from 
1969 that I read about 
in RA’s column.  I also 
got to read about John 

Fogerty and his connection to Creedence 
Clearwater. It was like being in ancient 
history class at R&RU with Ray as the 
cool professor.  Rock on !  RA sounds 
like a Living Treasure nominee to me 
?  Then, after reading his investigative 
piece on “Newspaper Wars” I’m think-
ing Pulitzer.  What intense writing.  For 
example, RA’s opening line: “If it weren’t 
true you couldn’t make this s*** up !” 
followed with the ending to the same 
paragraph, “...let’s just hope our heads 
don’t explode in the process !”  Are you 
kidding ?  I live to have my head explode.  
I’m loving this.  Let the wars begin.
   Unfortunately, from what I heard later at 
my coffee offi ce, turns out it is possible to 
make this stuff up or at least spin the truth 
and/or omit any inconvenient information.  
All’s fair.
   I said I was honest.  My own disappoint-
ment with the new old Voice was about 
the cover tease.  Where was the story 
on trouble with the law ?  All I saw was 
some, after calling it in, set up, like from 
the inside of a van using a long lens shot 
of the “publishers” with a caption that 
said they were being “interviewed” by the 
cop.  Where’s the arrest, the handcuffs, 
the police report ?  And what’s up with 
“...a very helpful Deputy Jenkins”, Ray ?  
That’s the man; it will always be the man.
   So, I will end on this upbeat note 
because I owe a HUGE thank you to the 
new old Voice.  Turns out the June 2008 
Classifi ed Ads section I was using to fi nd 
a car was just a reprint from the last Voice 
Jeff San Marchi published in December 
2007.  Same exact classifi ed, with one 
omission of a god thing, and one addition 
of a fi re truck.  What luck, the car I called 
on was still for sale and given that I knew 
the ad was over fi ve months old, well, I 
practically stole it.  Don’t get me wrong, 
the fi ve month wait was well worth it and 
I look forward to the next publication of 
the Voice, and if I have to wait until No-
vember, it’s cool.  Hey, I may need to buy 
another car.  Keep up the wars. Peace out.

- Sue Metooh, Oak View

Angelina Jolie & Brad Pitt...  Continued From Page 3...

Editor,
  he problem with Hilary -- all 
us Dems love a strong woman 

and realize that it is time for a 
change in the status quo, but we’re 
not sure Hilary is quite the change 
we need.  Now, we are not anti-
feminist to be sure, but are fearful 
that Hilary is a little too tied in 
to the status quo.  This is a per-
son who voted to support George 
Bush’s illegal Iraq war.  
   Hilary also talks about jobs for 
disenfranchised Americans.  Does 
anyone remember than her hus-
band, Bill was the driving force 
behind NAFTA that caused so 

many of those disenfranchised 
Americans to lose their jobs ?  
   The other problem we have with 
Hilary is the fact that, rather than 
bowing out of the race a month 
earlier than she did when she 
should have, she continued making 
jibes at the eventual winner.  Most 
of us don’t see this as party build-
ing.  Everyone, except Hilary, 
knew that she was out of the race 
a long time earlier, so it seems like 
Hilary really doesn’t get it.
   Now Barack, for example, took 
the high road, he immediately 
stopped engaging Hilary and be-
gan to make statements about ma-
cain and his foreign policy being 
very similar to George Bush’s.

 LETTER
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Hilary-arious Political ‘War’
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he strange, the bizarre, the untold hap-
penings in Ventura County as reported 
by the Master of the Mysterious, 

Richard Senate.
   Lake Casitas Monster:  A new account to 
the legendary giant fi sh of Lake Casitas has 
come to this reporter.  It seems that a driver, 
hired as part of a rescue unit to save anyone 
who happened to go into the lake was on a 
practice dive and encountered the creature 
along the bottom of the lake.  
The story is that the thing is a 
huge big mouthed bass as big 
as a Volkswagen.  The new 
sighting identifi ed the thing 
as a fi fteen-foot long catfi sh 
swimming along the lake bot-
tom.  Cat fi sh are notorious 
bottom feeders so there might 
be some truth to the story.  
The question is, how could a 
cat fi sh of that size get into the 
lake ?  It’s hard to get to the 
bottom of this story because 
so many witnesses refuse to 
talk about the thing and those 
that do freely admit to drink-
ing alcohol just before the 
sighting.
   The Leaning Tower of Ojai:  The historic 
Spanish style post offi ce has many stories 
linked to it from the tale of a ghost who haunts 
the stairs to the phantom who looks out from 
the bell tower.  The tower was part of a tour of 
Haunted Ojai presented on May 24th.  The old 
bell tower appears to lean to one side.  If one 
looks down Ojai Avenue it does seem to lean 
but, fear not, there is no danger of the tower 
coming down and it is, in fact, OK.  The  lean-
ing tower is only an optical illusion—in truth 
its standing perfectly all right—the light pole 
next to it is leaning—giving the feeling that the 

tower is out of alignment.  If you don’t believe 
me, go down and take a look for yourself. 
   The Ojai Oaks:  All over Ojai, and espe-
cially on Creek Road, the old oak trees are 
painted white.  That is to make them more vis-
ible to drivers.  Still, a number of people have 
lost control of their vehicles and plowed into 
the trees over the years.  Some wanted the trees 
removed but wiser heads prevailed.  Seen in 
Ojai: Bumper sticker, “Oak trees only strike 
in self defense.”  True words if ever there were 
any.  So watch out for those trees!

   City Hall’s Ghostly 
Lady:  The third fl oor of 
Ventura’s City Hall is now 
used for storage.  It was, in 
times past, the women’s jail 
for the County of Ventura.  
Legends say that a young 
woman took her own life 
in one of the cells back in 
1940.  Recently two city 
employees were up on the 
unused third fl oor and saw a 
mysterious woman in black 
walking quickly across the 
room from east to west.  
They are only the most 
recent ones to see the phan-
tom woman.  A few years 

back she was seen going the same way. Who 
she is and why she still walks is not known.  It 
was thought that when the bars were removed it 
would free the ghost but, it seems it has not.   
   The Oak View Time Traveler:  I got a late 
night call from a man who claimed to be the 
mysterious “Mullet Man.”  He said that he was 
sick of the attempts by the government to fi nd 
him, so he’s leaving the Ojai Valley and fl ee-
ing into the past.  Next stop for him was 1959.  
The fellow archived international fame when 
he placed an ad in a local newspaper asking for 
brave souls to come with him back in time.  The 
odd ad appeared on the Jay Leno Show.  Who 

ever he is, he put tiny Oak View on the map.  
Hoax or not the time traveler has gone on to 
what ever awaits him in 1959.  It will be hard 
to forward his mail on to him.  Well, that’s one 
way to escape the high cost of gas.
Haunted Friday the 13th:  The City of 
Ventura will offer a special ghost tour of City 
Hall and downtown Ventura on Friday the 
13th.  It is said that ghosts walk the earth on 
this the most un-lucky of all days.  The tour 
include the historic Bella Maggiore where a 
phantom man has joined the resident ghost, 
Sylvia, in their nocturnal wanderings.  The tour 
is organized by the City of Ventura and space 
is limited. For tickets call 658-4726.  Did I fail 
to mention that the tour will be lead by me ?  
   The Flying Picture: The Things from 
Heaven Store in downtown Ventura has long 
had a history of odd and paranormal events 
from the sightings of ghosts to encounters with 
real angels.  Recently a visitor had a picture 
come off the wall in the back room art gallery 
and strike her in the back.  The owners believe 
that one of their family is haunting the place.  If 
you visit you will be amazed by the shrine that 
holds prayer requests from all over the world.  
The shrine is almost invisible behind the many 
notes and requests.  Some say the shrine really 
works.  Many say prayer requests for sick pets 
are most effective. 
   Guardian Angel:  Speaking of angels, John 
Anthony Miller of The Phantom Bookshop, 
relates that he wished to discover the name of 
his guardian angel and asked a saintly priest to 
pray for a name.  The man came back saying 
the name was “Timothy.”   Mr. Miller does 
have a great deal of skeptic in him so he asked 
for God to send confi rmation.  The next day a   
bearded man approached him at Plaza Park in 
Ventura and said his name was Tim and that he 
knew him ten years ago.  That same day some 
of John’s artwork was returned to him, one was 
an illustration from Dickens’s “A Christmas 
Carol”, you guest it—an illustration of Tiny 
Tim.      “God bless us everyone.”

- Richard Senate, Oak View
www.ghost-stalker.com

VENTURA COUNTY WEIRD VIEWS
by Richard Senate

Extent of Proposed Ojai Valley Fuel Breaks Challenged
by Alasdair Coyne

eep Sespe Wild Committee has joined Los 
Padres ForestWatch in appealing a Forest 
Service proposal for oversized fuelbreaks 
to protect the Ojai Valley from wildfi res 

approaching from within Los Padres National Forest.
   Both KSWC and Los Padres ForestWatch fully 
support the stated goals of the fuelbreak project 
 to reduce the threat of wildfi re and to create safer 
conditions for the public and for fi refi ghters in future 
wildfi res.
   Both organizations have raised the same concerns at 
an earlier stage in the fuelbreak projects development, 
but the Forest Service has made no effort to address 
those concerns, which are summarized below.
   (a) The Forest Service’s decision in March 2008 
authorizes excessively large fuelbreaks up to 2,000 
feet maximum width, greatly exceeding the width of 
existing fuelbreaks, measuring 300 to 500 feet, which 
have provided adequate community protection for 
three decades.
   (b) The decision authorizes clearing of National 
Forest lands up to 1,000 feet around structures on 
adjoining private land, contrary to state law and the 
agencys own expert.
   (c) The fuelbreak project will contribute to a high 
risk of the spread of invasive weeds.
   (d) The fuelbreaks will adversely affect scenic 
resources within the forest as viewed from the Ojai 
Valley and nearby.
   Further, the high cost of clearing a fuelbreak to the 
width of 2,000 feet requires higher maintenance costs 
on an annual basis thereafter, in an era of shrinking 
budgets for agencies such as the Forest Service.

   In addition to those concerns, the fuelbreak project 
record also contains comments from two expert agencies 
 the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) 
and the California Chaparral Institute (CCI).  These 
letters identify signifi cant concerns with the fuelbreak 
project. Specifi c issues identifi ed by Richard Halsey, 
director of the CCI and a wildland fi refi ghter, include:
   • Concentrating efforts directly where loss of life and 
property can occur will produce the greatest and most 
effective benefi t.  Executing such a management plan will 
not only be the most effi cient use of fi re management dol-
lars, but will also limit potential resource damage that can 
be caused by large, landscape level vegetation manage-
ment projects in the backcountry such as the proposed 
series of fuel breaks.
   • We seriously question the Environmental Assessments 
reasoning and arguments supporting the need and effi -
cacy of fuel breaks up to 2000 feet wide and the removal 
of vegetation around dwellings up to 1000 feet.  There is 
no scientifi c support for such distances.  On a long-term 
cost basis alone, such extensive clearing activity is not 
justifi ed as it easily exceeds the presumed benefi ts.  It not 
only destroys valuable native habitat, but increases ero-
sion, allows the invasion of fi ne, highly fl ammable weedy 
fuels, and requires expensive maintenance year after year.
   • Large fuel breaks can increase what they are sup-
posedly designed to reduce, fi re risk.  Cleared areas are 
always invaded by annual weeds that increase the prob-
ability of an ignition and have little impact on suppress-
ing embers, the primary cause of structure ignition in 
California wildfi res.
   • I am deeply concerned that the extensive fuel breaks 
being planned in the Ojai project may, at some point in 
the future, compromise fi refi ghter safety.

The California Department of Fish and Game 
(CDFG), in a letter dated April 9, 2007, expressed 
similar concerns.
   • The area of the LPNF proposed for treatment by this 
project experiences severe fi re weather conditions such 
as hot temperatures and strong Santa Ana winds, and 
often contains extensive areas of old-growth chaparral.  
It therefore appears questionable whether implementa-
tion of the above described project would be effective in 
stopping the spread of an intense fi re such as the recent 
Day fi re of 2006.
   • Increased cover of annual grasses and weeds will 
lead to dry fl ashy, readily ignitable fuels within the 
treatment areas and could lead to an increase in fi re 
frequency.
   • The Environmental Analysis does not adequately 
address the impacts of removing and degrading native 
shrubs and trees on steep slopes prone to erosion and 
landslides.  As repeated treatments further reduce shrub 
and tree cover, potential for erosion and landslides may 
worsen.
   • The Department is concerned that the Environ-
mental Analysis would allow federal public lands to 
be cleared of native habitats for up to 1000 feet where 
private structures occur on neighboring private prop-
erty.  Provisions to allow clearance of up to 1000 feet 
far exceeds current county fuel reduction requirements 
(typically 100-200 feet in width) and will lead to habitat 
degradation, soil erosion and increased potential for 
landslides.
   The signifi cance of these issues warrants prepara-
tion of an Environmental Impact Statement for this 
fuelbreak project unless substantial changes are made to 
reduce the projects impacts to wildlife habitat.

K



any of the fuelbreaks authorized 
by the Forest Services decision 

were originally established in 1975 and 
measured between 300 and 500 feet in 
width, providing adequate community 
protection for the last thirty years.  Now, 
the Forest Service aims to expand the 
width of these fuelbreaks by as much as 
six magnitudes, without providing any 
evidence in the record to explain why the 
previous widths of 300 to 500 feet are no 
longer adequate to achieve project goals.
   The Environmental Analysis cites 
evidence that the Laguna Fuelbreak 
stopped the Wheeler Fire of 1985.  The 
Laguna Fuelbreak was part of the 1975 
Ojai Front Fuel Management Block 
referenced in the Decision that consisted 
of a network of strategically located 
fuelbreaks 300 to 500 feet wide.
   The Wheeler Fire was fueled by ex-
treme weather conditions, including se-
vere downcanyon winds accompanied by 
extremely dry conditions, temperatures 
often exceeded one hundred degrees, 
and humidity dropped below ten percent. 
- source: R. Ford and K. Cullom, 1990. 
Santa Barbara Wildfi res: Fire on the 
Hills, viewed at http://www.sb-outdoors.
org/Interpretive/Wildfi res/wheeler.php   
   If a fuelbreak measuring 300 to 500 
feet wide successfully stopped a wildfi re 
during extreme weather conditions, then 
we fail to understand why the deci-
sion authorizes the expansion of these 
fuelbreaks up to 2,000 feet in some areas.  
There is simply no justifi cation for any 
portion of a fuelbreak to be so wide.
   The only justifi cation provided in the 
record for such extensive clearing is that 
many insurance companies are recom-
mending 500 to 1,000 feet of clearance.  
However, the Los Padres National 
Forest Plan specifi cally prohibits the 
clearing of vegetation on national forest 
lands for insurance purposes.  Specifi cal-
ly, Forest Plan Appendix K (Guidelines 
for Development and Maintenance of 
WUI Defense and Threat Zones) states: 
“There have been numerous cases of 
insurance companies notifying homeown-
ers that they need up to 500 feet of brush 
clearance to remain insured.  Insurance 
company edicts are not a legal basis 
for the use of National Forest System 
lands.”
   The projects excessive clearing is even 
inconsistent with the Forest Services 
own scientists.  Effective fuel modifi ca-
tion for reducing potential WUI fi re 
losses need only occur within a few tens 
of meters from a home, not hundreds 
of meters or more from a home.  This 
research indicates that home losses 
can be effectively reduced by focusing 
mitigation efforts on the structure and its 
immediate surroundings.  source: Co-
hen, J.D. 1999. Reducing the Wildland 
Fire Threat to Homes: Where and How 
Much? U.S.D.A. Forest Service Gen. 
Tech. Rep. PSW-GTR-173
   Fuelbreaks close to the Ojai Valley are 
the Foothill, Lower Shelf, Upper Shelf, 
Horn and Sisar, totaling around 14.5 
linear miles.  Clearing these fuelbreaks 
to a maximum 2000’ width at any loca-
tion would leave a scar in the landscape 
visible from far afi eld.  2000’ is nearly 
half a mile, equivalent to the length of six 
football fi elds.  It would take a trained 
athlete 2 to 3 minutes to run across a 
20001 fuelbreak at full speed.

Alasdair Coyne, Ojai
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Fuel Breaks...
M 

Alasdair: Continued From Page 7...

Casting her Vote in the June 3 Pri-
mary, Ojai resident Kathryn Hunt is 
assisted by volunteers Gale Ragland 
and Randall Roth at The Grey Ga-
bles voting precinct in Ojai.  Accord-
ing to the Ventura County Recorder 
total precinct and mail-in turnout was 
27.12 percent.  National voter turnout 
in the last (2006) presidential election 
was 41.3 percent, according to http://
elections.gmu.edu. 

Court Document
Preparation

Low Cost.  You Save.  
No Attorneys

1 1 0 2  T i c o  R o a d
O j a i ,  C A   9 3 0 2 3

16 yrs experience

(805) 320-7875
hollyloveslife@yahoo.com

 
HOLLY A. CAMPUS, LDA #10
Legal Document Assistant, 

County of Ventura,
 Expires 12/31/09.

(Formerly Holly’s Self 
Help Docs. Preparation)

• Divorce
• Custody-Visitation
• Child & Spousal
 Support
• Modifi cations
• Living Trusts
• Complete Trust                       
  Packages through
  June 31, 08-$500-$600
• Will Packages
• Misc. Doc. Prep.

• June 13 (Friday the 13th) - Ghost 
Tour of City Hall & Downtoan 
Ventura.  It is said that ghosts walk 
the earth on this the most un-lucky of 
all days.  The tour include the historic 
Bella Maggiore where a phantom man 
has joined the resident ghost, Sylvia, 
in their nocturnal wanderings.  Tour 
led by Richard Senate, organized by 

CALENDAR VIEW

Hilary-arious...
Continued From Page 6...
   Now, if you ask most Demo-
crats, has Hilary helped the party 
by staying in the race for an extra 
month, or hurt the party ?  I’m 
sure eighty-percent would say she 
hurt the party.  The fact that she 
had to loan herself millions of 
dollars from her own personal ac-
count would probably indicate to 
most of the people that she didn’t 
have the support of the party 
faithful.
   Most Santa Barbara Demo-
crats abhor the war, and all Santa 
Barbara Democrats know that 
Hilary voted for the war.

Sincerely, L. Naron
Santa Barbara

America’s First Aid & Safety Resource

Phone: 805.646.1491
805.352.3434
805.646.1130

Z e e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m p a n y
1 0 7  S .  B r y a n t  S t r e e t  •  O j a i ,  C A  9 3 0 2 3  

Dwayne A. Bower
General Manager

the City of Ventura, space limited.
 Tickets call 658-4726

• June 15 (third sunday of every 
month) - Jalopy Joe’s Car Show and 
Pin-Up Girl contest.  Food & Music.
Koolest Kids car & Koolest Kids Bike 
contest.  1419 E. Santa Clara St., & 

Santa Clara, Ventura, 12pm-3pm  
info Joe: (805) 794-4286

• June 17 - Beyond War Meeting, 7 
to 9 p.m. at the First United Meth-
odist Church, 1338 E. Santa Clara, 
Ventura, sponsored by Citizens for 
Peaceful Resolutions and Beyond 
War (CPR) which will have a booth 
at the Fourth of July Street Fair on 
Main Street in Ventura.  We have 
done this for several years now.  We 
have literature to share and peace but-
tons and bumper stickers to sell.
   We could really use some help at the 
booth -- Come on down and help chat 
up your neighbors on peace issues and 
wax nostalgic over the buttons and 
bumper stickers !
Volunteers, please call.  We will 
discuss the quarterly teleconference 
which was held on Sunday, June 8, 
the Public Library Display Project, 
the Public Service Announcement 
Billboard Project and prepare the 
Nuclear Weapons Abolition Team 
application.
   If you haven’t checked out Beyond 
War lately, come to learn about excit-
ing new opportunities !

info: Mary Olson res. 643-8048
cell. 805-223-1187

• June 21 - 2nd Annual HotRot 
and BBQ Car Show - 10am - sunset.  
37 McFarlane, Ventura
• June 25 - Nancy Gallagher 
- Stories from Afghanistan - 7-8:30 
p.m. Thousand Oaks Library, 1401 
E. Janss Road, Presented by Global 
Exchange Ventura County Support-
ers.  Nancy Gallagher, Chair of 
Middle East Studies, UC Santa Bar-

“One can acquire everything in 
solitude -- except character.”

- De Stendhal

Voter Turnout bara, recently went to Afghanistan 
on a Global Exchange Reality Tour, 
“Women Making Change.”  The 
delegation of fi ve women spoke with 
Afghan women in nongovernmental 
organizations, met with human rights 
activists, and celebrated International 
Women’s Day with the Ministry of 
Women’s Affairs.
   This program is the fi rst in a series 
on Afghanistan, Iran and Kurdis-
tan.  In July, Nayereh Tohidi, Chair 
of the Gender and Women’s Studies 
Department at CSU, Northridge, 
will speak on “Iran and Her Neigh-
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LOCAL ARTISTS SHOW & SALE
SAT. JULY 12 & SUN. JULY 13

ON THE PATIO ~ NOON-5:PM.
Fine Arts & Crafts * Jewelry

          Intuitive Readers
                       It’s Fun!  It’s Free!

                         
                             304 N. Montgomery St.

                         805-640-1656  
                Open Daily

                   10:30-6:30 Sun. 11-6SALONdes ARTISTES

IT’S BACK & BIGGER THAN EVER !
2nd

 weekend each month

 Ojai House

525 Ventura Ave. Oakview, CA

A u t o  •  R e s i d e n t i a l  •  M i r r o r s

•  6 4 6 - 3 3 1 9  

oscoe Edmond “Bud” Bower, 
aka “Ranch Grandpa,” passed 

away peacefully on June 8, 2008 at 
his ranch in Mariposa, Ca.
   Dad was born Nov. 23, 1922 in 
Bell, Ca to Roscoe Epler Bower 
(born in Great Falls, Montana) and 
Katie England Bower (born in Mid-
dlesex, England).  Dad grew up on a 
ranch in Chino, Ca where he raised 
the world champion Duroc hog in 
1939.  He graduated from Chaffee 
High School in 1940 and has rarely 
missed a reunion.  Dad was mar-
ried to his childhood sweetheart, 
Lois “Noreen” French, on May 13, 
1940 in Las Vegas.  They had just 
celebrated their 68th wedding an-
niversary with a family party at their 
home in Mariposa.
   Our Dad was a rancher who 
moved to Ojai in 1942.  He enlisted 
in the US Navy in 1943, serving 
proudly in Hawaii during WW II.  
After the war Dad continued ranch-
ing until he started Ojai Trucking 
in 1946.  The business fl ourished 
and eventually became Ojai May-
fl ower Moving & Storage in 1961.  
As of this date the business is still 
being run by his family, now in its 
third generation.  Dad was an active 
member of Ojai Rotary, the Ojai 
School Board, and was the founder 
of Ojai’s Pop Warner Football.

bors.”  In August, Afghan fi lmmaker 
Meena Nanji will show and discuss 
her documentary about women in 
Afghanistan “View From a Grain of 
Sand.”  And in September, photojour-
nalist, author and fi lmmaker Kevin 
McKiernan will speak about his ex-
periences in Kurdistan.  The program 
is free and open to the public.

info. contact: 805-375-9939
GlobalExchangeVCS@yahoo.com

• June 27 - Ojai Vintage Car gath-
ering.  Ojai’s Vintage & classic cars, 
trucks, motorcyles and more.  635 E.
Ojai, Ave, next to Ojai Beverage 
Company (formerly Regal’s Wine 
and Cheese Shop).

Info: April Jo Rogers 701-1488
Ojaivintagecarshow@yahoo.com

• June 28 - Ojai Lavender Festival, 
Libbey Park 10am-5pm

contact: 805-798-1231
• June 28 - 7pm - Ojai, Dan Tullis  
“An Evening of Spirtuals &
Showtunes” - Dan has starred in 
Show Boat, Big River, Evita, The 
Fantasticks, Man of La Mancha, 
The King and I, etc. - St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church
• June 28 - Ojai Lavender Festival, 
Libbey Park 10am-5pm

contact: 805-798-1231
• July 4 –  Ojai 4th of July Cel-
ebration “4th of July Memories.” 
Begins 10 a.m.   Parade sponsored by 
the Ojai Independence Day Commit-
tee.  Entries to include children under 
12 free.  Event features cars, eques-
trians, specialty entries walking or 
on wheels, businesses, and marching 
music.   
   Nordhoff Community Stadium to 
host a concert at 6 p.m. with a gala 
fi reworks display at 9:15 p.m. 

info@ojai4th.org or call 646-4295
• July 6 - Loco for Locavores: Calling 
all Gardeners - Our July 6 meeting is 
on our county-wide locavore project, 
and is about the importance of grow-
ing, buying and eating local food.  
More info on this meeting will be 
coming, but we would like you to know 
now that if you can bring to the meet-
ing a few small veggie plants in pots 
to trade or give to others, that would 
be great !

CALENDAR VIEW CONT.
   Mom & Dad moved to his 
family ranch in Mariposa after 
retirement where he again took 
up ranching and also began re-
storing old cars and trucks.  He 
became a member of the Mari-
posa County Search & Rescue 
team and the Sheriff’s Posse for 
about fi ve years.  He was an avid 
hunter in the early years and 
enjoyed teaching his children to 
love and respect the outdoors.  
Dad lived a long and healthy life 
and was adored and loved by his 
family.  The way he has lived his 

life is a great inspiration to all genera-
tions who follow.  
   Dad is survived by his four children:
Diane (Bill) Clegg, Dwayne (Marilyn) 
Bower, both of Ojai, Gene (Linda) 
Bower of Mariposa, and Susan Bower 
Litzenberger of Pahrump, NV; four-
teen grandchildren: David Clegg of 
Palo Cedro, Ca, Todd (Trisha) Clegg 
of Ventura, Troy (Leeana) Clegg of 
Palo Cedro, Brittany Bower (Mi-
sha) Buchel of Benicia, Ca, Cambria 
Bower (Idoh) Gersten of San Fran-
cisco, and Tianna Bower of Camarillo, 
Ca, Gena (Tim) Rowland of Camino 
Island, WA, Joshua (Jennie) Bower of 
Studio City, Ca, Dean Bower of Rock-
land, Ca, and Lisa Bower of North-
ridge, Ca,  Amanda & Lance LItzen-
berger of Pahrump, Primivera Valle 
Bloodworth of Long Beach, Ca, & 
Jema Valle of New York; fi fteen great 
grandchildren; and fi ve great, great 
grandchildren.  Dad is also survived 
by his sister Eva Tee of Escondido, 
Ca, sister-in-law Nancy French of 
Canyonville, OR, and many nieces & 
nephews.  He was preceded in death 
by his parents, a brother Ray Bower, 
and a foster son  George Valle.
  Per Dad’s wishes there will be 
no memorial services.  Donations may 
be made to the Veterans’ Association.

- Bower Family, Ojai 

R

Kris Young, CPR Board Member
co-founder EAT LOCAL ONE YEAR

www.eatlocaloneyear.com
• July 20 - Ventura Motor Sports 
Gathering, Mission Park Downtown 
Ventura.  Displayed will be cars
from the Peking to Paris Race, the 
Mille Miglia race of Italy, the Pan 
American races and many others
including Maserati, Ferrari, Corv-
vette, Porsche, Mustang, Mercedes 
Benz, Jaguar, Talbot Lago, etc. 

info@venturamotorsportgathering.com

t a time when we are fi ghting for our 
rights, trying to stay afl oat fi nancially and 
wondering if and when the price of gaso-
line and food will go down, now we have 
to deal with the loss of our local television 
station, Channel 10.  
   Time Warner will no longer be airing 
any programming on Channel 10 as of 
2009.  All of our free programming will 
be gone, permanently.  To me this is so 
sad.  For a long time anyone that wanted 
to learn how to produce their own televi-
sion show could go to Channel 10, take a 
free class, learn how to run a camera and 
editing bay, and put the show on Channel 
10.  For the past four or fi ve years though, 
there have been no cameras to use and no 
classes provided as there were no cameras.  
All of this was provided free of charge...
note, I said WAS provided free of charge.  
When Adelphia was operating the studio 
they decided not to repair or replace any 
of the broken equipment.  Time Warner 
has decided to do the same.
   When the FCC originally mandated that 
Cable Companies provide cameras, edit-
ing equipment, lighting and sound equip-
ment and teaching for free, all cable com-
panies followed the ruling except when 
small towns were concerned.  Ojai, being 
a small town and far from the corporate 
headquarters, has always had a problem 
with properly maintained equipment.  The 
former Time Warner employee that was 
also the teacher,  did her best to teach with 
limited resources until she fi nally had to 
stop teaching classes.  You can’t teach 
without properly maintained equipment 
and Time Warner refused to send replace-
ment cameras, tripods and other necessary 
equipment to allow Channel 10 to follow 
the FCC Mandate and the franchise agree-
ment with Ojai.  

 LETTER

A

Continued VIEW Page 23...

Cable T.V. Co’s Say
‘No’ to the Public

- April Rogers
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Chicago Blues inspired riff, “One Night in Chicago.”
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Ojai - Dino and Debrina, 
Siente and “Sunshine.”

orn Norma Kessler, Annie has become a 
much recognized personality in the Ojai 

community.  Dubbed “Annie” short for Annie 
Oakley, because of her penchant of western 
clothing she is known as the intrepid artist and 
photographer who braves the streets of Ojai on 
her three-wheeled bicycle.  Annie is a wealth of 
knowledge and artistic talent being fi rst educated 
in the art of method acting and then moving 

into the world of professional fashion photogra-
phy.  Annie and her fi rst husband photographer 
Bob Richardson worked together developing 
an avant-guard style of photography that set 
the trend for fashion photography in the middle 
sixties.  They brought emotion and sexuality to 
fashion photography, with Annie using her train-
ing in acting to assist her Richardson in develop-

Annie Lomax - Photographer
B ing some of the most arresting and raw photography printed in 

Harper’s Bazaar, and then becoming  forerunners in black and 
white photography for the French and Italian Vogue magazines.
   What most people don’t know is that it was Annie who as-
sisted with the artistic direction of these shoots and used her 
training in method acting to achieve the emotional response 
from the models which set these photos apart.  After World War 
II, Cinema Verity developed, which was a style that showed 
the real suffering and emotions of people.  This style infl uenced 
their  fashion photography which shows real women in incred-
ible clothing. “They could be in an incredible fur coat but have 
funky clothes underneath.  At that time models were photo-
graphed with every hair in place but we would just let their hair 
blow in the wind.  We made the clothing look wearable and not 
all stiff and staunch.
   We had just started out... a couple of editorials in Harper’s 
Bizarre and one day there was a ring on our doorbell and it was 
Richard Avedon.”  He said, “I was looking at your things in the 
Art Department at Harper’s Bizarre (he worked there too) 
and I wanted to see who you were because your are doing some-
thing great.”  He recognized it before most people did.  That was 
a thrill for us because he was the king of photography.”
   Bob and I would take long walks at night and just talk about 
the photo we wanted to take.  We worked together, we were 
inseparable for years.  When Bob and I broke up I said “I’m 
leaving the city.  I really wasn’t sorry to be away from Madison 
Avenue Mania.”
   No longer wanting to work in the fi eld of fashion photography 
Annie moved to Woodstock and that is where she met Jackie 
Lomax.  Jackie was in Woodstock to make an album and when 
he and Annie met is was 
“one of those instanta-

302 E. Ojai Ave. • Ojai
805-646-8900

An ever-changing collection
of jewelr y, clothing, shoes & gifts

Best Women’s Fine Clothing in Ojai !

CDs
Offi ce Supplies

‘ the best little art store in ventura coun‘ the best little art store in ventura coun

Computer
 In

k

Cartr
idges
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6 0 6  e .  o j a i  a v e n u e  •  o j a i ,  c a l i f o r n i a  9 3 0 2 3

CANVAS SALE: Buy 1 & get 1 FREE
June 14 - July 13th

Continued VIEW Page 22...

Annie and Jackie Lomax 
(left), Annie’s son, Terry 
(upper left) and friend.
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Woodstock, circa. 1970
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third in Portugal last year at 
the ISA World Jr. Champion-
ships.  This year I placed 5th 
in the same event in France.  
This contest is such a big deal 
because it’s an international 
event, meaning that I’m not just 
competing against girls from 
the USA but the best girls from 
around the world like Austra-
lia, Brazil, South Africa, and 
New Zealand.  Not only that, 
but this event also is a team 
event.  I represented one of 4 
girls under the age of 18 to go 
and compete for a medal for the USA.  The 
USA surf team placed fourth, taking home a 
Copper Medal.  We were all very proud.
VIEW:   Where has your surfi ng led you to 
travel ?  Do you enjoy the traveling ?

Sage:  I’ve traveled to many places all ready, 
like Australia, Brazil, Portugal, France, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, and Puerto Rico.  From 
all of these place I’ve taken a little bit of them 
home with me.  For example, Nicaragua was a 
complete 3rd world country with houses with-
out electricity and no running water in certain 
places.  After seeing an environment like that 
you come to appreciate how easy some people 
really have it.  Same thing with a country like 
Brazil, 
poverty 
fl ooded the 
streets there 
and coming 
home I just 
had a better 
understand-
ing of how 
I should go 
about each 
day learn-
ing to be 
thankful for 
everything 
that I have.
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T O P I C  
G R E E T I N G  

C A R D S

•AA related • Birthday 
• Recovery cards

•Personal, Self-Growth 
& Improvement

 (805) 320-7875
 We Also Put

Your Writings into Cards

“HIGHER SIGHTS”
(a collection

of anonymous
writings & musings)

Amateur 9 Ball Tourney
on Tuesday Eves

Billiards for the Whole Family

Home of the
75¢ Stiix Dog

2520 E. Main St., Ventura

641-2020

VIEW:   Did you grow up in the Ojai and 
Ventura area ?
Sage:    I was originally born in Ojai, lived here 
most my life until around 3rd grade and that’s 
when I moved to the North Shore of Oahu in 
Hawaii.  I lived there for about three and a half 
years and then settled back here in Ojai.
VIEW:   What high school did you attend and 
how do you manage school with your surfi ng 
competitions ?
Sage:  I attended Ventura High my freshman 
year.  Throughout that year school work became 
overwhelming because of my traveling sched-
ule.  Luckily a friend mentioned El Camino 
High which I’ve been attending for 2-years 
now.  It’s an awesome school, because I have a 
personal teacher that gives me assignments and 
helps me when I need it.
VIEW:  When did you decide to make surfi ng 
your life and who was infl uential in supporting 
that decision?
Sage:  I decided to make surfi ng my life when 
I fi rst started.  Surfi ng is not just a job for me, 
it’s a lifestyle.  I’m blessed enough to be able to 
travel around the world and experience all the 
other countries of the world and what they have 
to offer, such as the way 
people eat and speak.  I 
just recently got home 
from France and all I ate 
I swear was bread and 
chocolate, or when I went 
to Brazil, I ate rice and 
beans.
VIEW:   What are your 
greatest accomplishments 
to date in your surfi ng 
career ?
Sage:  My greatest ac-
complishment to this date 
would have to be getting 

age Erickson, only 17-years-old, is reaping 
the rewards of hard work and big dreams.  

Just back from France after competing in the 
prestigious International World Surfi ng As-
sociation Tournament, Sage and the American 
Team are bringing home the Copper Medal.
   The world’s greatest junior surfers competed 
on the waves of Le Penon Beach in South-
west France.  Sage is one of the hottest young 
talents to watch on the American sports scene.  
Beautiful as well as talented she is a product 
of our own Ventura County with solid roots 
here that go back several generations.   If Sage 
looks familiar its because she already has an 
impressive list of sponsors including Freestyle, 
Quicksilver, Sex Wax, Gorilla Grip, Robert’s 
Surfboards, FCS and Revolution Surf Shop. 
Way to Go Sage !!!!!

Surfing Sensation: Sage Erickson

S 
VIEW Exclusive

VIEW Interview

VIEW:   Please describe the feeling you get 
when you have a “perfect” moment surf-
ing, and defi ne your “perfect moment”.                                                                                         
Sage:  The perfect moment in surfi ng can be 
many things, but a perfect moment in surfi ng 
for me is when I’m in a contest in front of a 
large audience of viewers either on the beach 
or watching on live webcast online and I get 
a really good wave that I surf to it’s highest 
potential.  A lot of being a competitive surfer 
is getting a name for yourself in the industry.  
You want to be known for surfi ng good so that 
you can be invited on trips maybe for photo’s or 
editorials.  Photos and that type of thing help to 
back up your competitive results so you seem 
more appealing to the world.  Your sponsors 
are hoping or knowing that you will sell their 
product to the viewers.  Knowing that you’re 
doing your job in surfi ng and doing it great is 
the perfect moment for me.
VIEW:    Where will you be competing next ?   
Sage:  My schedule has calmed down a bit for 
the summer.  It usually does around this time of 
the year and I love it.  I like traveling but when 
you do it so much it gets a bit old and nothing 
feels better than my own bed at home.

- Mary M. Long, Ojai

by Mary M. Long
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Velveteen Rabbit: Art Center Success

he Velveteen Rabbit - (clockwise from top left) Leopard; Kaylie 
Turner, Alex; Honzek Mikhalek, Scarlet Fever; Brigid Finley, Wind uo 
Mouse; Shannon Fennel (lower two photos), and Toy Fairy; Amanda 
Landis.  The Ojai Art Center Theater production of “The Velveteen Rabbit” 
(written in 1922 by Margery Williams)was indeed a great success for Ojai’s 
imaginative and youthful thespians.  Directed by Gai Jones.  

Photos, © 2008,  Ron Rowe

The Parade is Here

jai Valley Inn & Spa preserves elegance in luxury ac-
commodations.  Flower arrangements designed by Artist and 
Floral Expert Mima Lauretta yield an air of refi ned opulence 
to the Ojai Resort.  Native to Brazil and educated in Italy and 
abroad Ms. Lauretta brings a special talent to the fl ower ar-
rangements with a background in painting and fi ne arts. 
“I really love what I do and I love working for the Inn.”
Pictured here with the signature main Lobby Arrangement.

O 

M emorial Day Parade Oak View - WW II Veterans to serious faced 
boy scouts.  A fl y over by vintage planes and the wistful and haunting 
strains of bagpipes.  Grandpas and grandsons, generations of
Americans dedicated to keeping American principals alive and let-
ting freedom ring !  Landis Potter with his granson Jordan Butcher, Al 
Westcott, Jill Olivares (Mayor of Oak View), Beryl Tognazzini, George 
and Priscilla Galgas were just a few of the stalwart citizens of Ojai that 
turned out to remember the sacrifi ces of servicmen everywhere.

Photos, © 2008,  Joel Anderson
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by Mary M. Long

Art in the Park Shines for Art Lovers

Ojai Rodders

or the innovative artist Stefanie Bauer, 
color, texture and balance are her favorite 
elements.
   Currently, her works are painted oil on wood and drawings in 
mixed media.
   Her inspiration for the one-eyed girls comes from a desire to ex-
press the emotions from the intuitive or third eye.  To simply study 
the feelings that arise in the moment, depicting emotion through 
one eye became a challenge and now an ongoing study of the human 
condition.
   She said, “People relate to them on an emotional level because 
they see themselves, be it happy, fearful or just full of attitude.”  She 
gains new inspiration in watching the viewer adjust or re-adjust to 
their own response to each one.
   Even in the happy ones, there is often tension.  She lives and works 
as a Residential paint color consultant and is a self taught artist who 
has exhibited in LA, Chicago, Colorado and Florence, Italy.

info. oneeyedgirls@yahoo.com
www.oneeyedgirls.com

Closer View

F 

B o c c a l i  2 2 n d  A n n i v e r s a r y  B a s h  

Photographer Bruce Burr

Ojai City Manager, Jere Kersnar

Jewelry Artist Paulina
displays fi ne Italian Sterling

Anthony Ornel and his Oil Pastel 
Mixed Media Works

Iris displays some color

A dapper Phil Riage

Steve & Patti Goldman

Artist, Linda Taylor

(See View Calendar Page 9 
for next Ojai Rod Run)

Ojai Valley Boys featuring steel guitar Bob Jones, 
DeWayne Boccali, John Bennett Perry and magician 
Mark Collier (right) provided entertainment with the 
Topa Topa Mountains as a backdrop.
   An all you can eat family style buffett with Boccali’s 
home grown salads, hearty Pizzas, and more kept partiers 
goin’ back for more.  Joe Boccali’s, (and son) 

with the fi rst year ‘Boccali 
Vineyards’ Syrah wine.   

Skat e  Oja i
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LINDA’S CLAWS & PAWS

 

 • 25% OFF Selected Shampoos

     • 25% OFF Selected Dog Treats

New dog toys have arrived.........

Specializing in Raw Food Diets for cats & dogs 
Non-Anesthetic Dental Clinic Monthly

Tuesday - Friday 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday • 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

1865 East Main St. Ventura • (805) 648-6060
L O C A L L Y  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

SPRING INTO SUMMER !

by Ron Rowe

THE LEASHES END   

Man bites dog ?  Yes, Paul Russell of Syracuse, New York admitted 
he was drunk when he grabbed a police dog and bit him on the right 

side of his neck.  Paul is now in jail, the dog suffered a swelling, but he’s 
back on duty.
   Good news for Whales.  The Japanese 
whaling fl eet is headed back to port this 
week, having failed to meet its quota be-
cause of Greenpeace activists.  The six 
Japanese boats killed 551 Whales, short 
of their goal of 950.  The crew  claimed 
they were distracted by Greenpeace 
members throwing stink bombs onto the 
decks.  Japan hunts whales every year 
under a legal loophole in the internation-
al whaling ban that allows limited kills 
for research purposes.  The whale meat ends up in Japanese restaurants.
   A California company, Bio Arts Internet is planning online auctions this 
month to clone fi ve dogs, with the bidding to start at $100,000.  They claim 
they have licensed patents issued in the ‘90s, after researchers in Scotland 
cloned Dolly the Sheep.  Critic Dr. Robert Lanza, chief scientifi c offi cer 
of Advanced Cell Technology, voiced concern about the project, “if any-
one thinks they are going to get their fl uffy back they are gravely mistaken, 
a cloned dog is likely to be a totally unknown dog just as if you went to the 
pound and adopted another unknown dog.”   Bidding starts the fi rst week in 
July.  
   South Korean scientists have cloned cats that glow red when exposed 
to ultraviolet rays, they claim it will help develop cures for human genetic 
diseases.  The fi rst genetic blueprint of dogs has revealed humans share three 
quarters of our genes with  with them.  Scientists found that 75% of human 
genes, (lengths of D.N.P. that provide the building instructions for protein) 
have an equivalent dog gene.  They uncovered data which could identify 
genes that cause disease in both dogs and humans.
   A parrot named Nkisi  is believed to be one of the most advanced users of 
human language in the animal world, the New York parrot has a vocabulary 
of over 950 words.  He also has a sense of humor, inventing his own words 
and phrases.  When confronted with novel ideas he uses words in past, pres-
ent and future tenses and is also inventive.  When the parrot met Dr. Jane 
Goodall, the renowned chimpanzee’s expert, after seeing her in a picture 
with apes, he said to her, got a chimp ?
   When Yosuke, an African Gray Parrot fl ew out of his cage and got lost, 
he was rescued by police who took him to a veterinary hospital in Tokyo.  
There the parrot gave his full name, address and phone number, even the 
street number, he then sang songs and entertained the hospital staff until his 
owner Yoske Nakamura arrived to take him home.
   The Admiral Theatre in Vienna has started a monthly doggie day on 
which patrons can bring along their dog to watch the movie with them.  The 
dogs get in for free and are given a blanket, water and popcorn.  One doggie 
owner, Thomas Felding, claimed his Labrador loves sitting next to him 
watching the movie.  I wonder if they showed Lassie ?
   Do you know songbirds can remember and repeat over 2000 different 
songs?  A group of Australians opposed to the sale of animals in pet stores 
want the government to pass a law against backyard breeders who sell 
puppies to pet shops.  A spokesman said, “pet shops should sell pet food, 
leashes, etc. not animals.”  I say good on you mates, let’s pass the same law 
here in the U.S.
    To Alesia in Ventura, yes, I owned and operated Rowes Academy for 
Dogs in Beverly Hills for six years.  I worked with Jack Weatherwax 
and his brother Rudd, trainers and owners of Lassie.  Also worked with 
English trainer Barbara Woodhouse.  I also appeared on many TV shows 
including, the Pamela Mason Show and the Red Rowe Show, (no relation 
to me).
   During my doggy training days, I conducted weekly classes and private 
training.  Sorry, I gave up training years ago.  For help with your dog, please 
read on.  To Ruth Miller of Meiners Oaks, I highly recommend the book, 
The practical dog listener by Jan Fennell, published by HarperCol-
lins.  This lady is fantastic -- she has trained dogs and their owners for over 
20-years, plus writing fi ve best-selling books on communicating with dogs.  
You will learn everything you need to know about doggie behavior.  Let me 
know what you think.
   A new device is on the market, a GPS dog locator.  It’s a small light-
weight locator that attaches to the dogs collar.  It uses satellite and cell 
phone signals to let you know where your dog is on the loose -- it really 
works, check zoombak.com for more info.
   The present house, mortgage crisis is causing problems and suffering for 
many pets.  Teddy, a four-year-old Labrador is one of the growing num-
ber of animals being surrendered to the Fairfax County Animal Shelter in 
Virginia.  From California to Mississippi people have been dropping dogs 
at shelters, leaving them in parks, locked up in abandoned houses, often 
without food or water.  It amazes me how people can just abandoned a pet, 

Ron and his companion Dudley

who I consider a member of the family.  It’s hard to realize that a few selfi sh 
uncaring people abandon their pet.
   Lastly, if your pet dog, is feeling tension living in this fast-paced world, I 
suggest you check with master yoga teacher Suza Francina.  She offers 
private lessons to dogs and their owners.  Appointments are available at 
www.SuzaFrancina.com, try it you won’t be disappointed.
   Time to visit the doggie park at Seoul Park in Ojai, Dudley enjoys a 
leash free romp with canine buddies.  He meets lots of new friends.  Come 
on down, enjoy yourself with your pet. 
   Time to heed the words of Albert Einstein who said, “Our task must be 
to widen our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures and the 
whole of nature in its beauty.”
   And so it is, peace to all beings on earth.

Your comments are welcome
Ron Rowe, Ojai

rhj rowe@AOL.com

    The Praying Mantis was found at the 
Todd Road Jail gardens.  My husband, 
Landis brought it home to me knowing 
how much I love insects and bugs.  My 
intention was to only take photographs 
and then I decided to build it a ter-
rarium, after reading up on them on the 
net.
   A few weeks later, my husband 
brought home another Mantis.  Then we discovered we had a male 
and a female. We observed the mating process and after a few ren-
dezvous, the mating took affect and the female ate her man.
   As the months progressed, she grew an interesting egg sac under 
her body.  She eventually attached it to the lid of the terrarium.  I put 
the female out into the yard, as they pass over, soon after dropping 
and attaching the sac.  I put the lid out in the back yard and in April 
the little ones hatched.  The pod was very hard as Mom coats it with 
a syrup type stuff which makes it safe from other insects and weath-
er.  It was quite an interesting experience for us.

- Linda Potter, Oak View
zippypotter@gmail.com

www.lindapotterphotography.com

Note: To see/purchase more of Linda’s Photography
stop by Dave Whipple Goldsmith in Meiner’s Oaks

- Editor

Praying Mantis
Closer VIEW

Photos  © 2008,  L inda  Pot ter

Mantis on Landis
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e at the VIEW are happy to 
report that Sheba, the Bart’s 

Books store cat, 
is doing well with 
the combined vet-
erinary efforts of 
Dr. James Gray, 
Dr. Janet McNeil 
and most re-
cently Dr. Junia 
Childs.  Junia 
is a graduate 
from the Univer-
sity of Tennes-

see College of Veterinary Medicine 
and received training in Traditional 
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“Magic is a change of attitude.”
- Keyserling

advertise@ojaiandventuraview.com

by Mary M. Long

Junia Child’s Feature: Sheba Update

Designs  b y Sina 

•Illustrations •Wardrobe 
•Event Costumes  • Miracles

S i n a  T a y l o r
3 2 3 . 6 61 .14 2 4

designsbysina@sbcglobal.net

“Smushmellow” cuddles 
with Emily Brock of 
Wachter’s Hay & Grain 
at 114 S. Montgomery St. 
Ojai. 

Company Cat
of the month

Dr. Janet McNeil and Sheba.

W

Dr. Junia Childs and Sheba.

Chinese Medicine and Acupuncture 
from renown Bastyr University in 
Seattle as well as earning certifi cation 
in Veterinary Acupuncture from 
Colorado State University of Veteri-
nary Medicine.
   Graciously offering her assistance 
with Sheba’s recovery and working 
coperatatively with Ventura Vet-
erinary Hospital, Dr. Childs has, 
to date, performed two acupuncture 
treatments on Sheba.  Thank you Dr. 
Childs, Dr. Gray and Dr. McNeil on 
behalf of the staff of The VIEW for 
your combined efforts.
   Dr. Childs is currently operating 
a house call practice specializing in 
natural therapies for Montecito, Car-
penteria, and Ojai. Visit her website 
for more information.

www.naturalhealthforpets.com
- Mary M. Long, Ojai

by Sharon Lindsay

H 

  F R O M  W H E R E  I  S I T :  P E N  O R  P A S T U R E  ?

orses are....... well horses !  Equines, grass eaters, grazers, browsers.  
For one thing they are meant to move around most of the 24-hours 

of the day and for another they were designed to graze on natural grasses 
and forage avaiable in their natural habitat.  Given the opportunity, they 
will munch some grass or forage, get a drink of water, play a game of 
chase with a friend, butt a neighbor, rest for a little while, then munch 
some more and so on. 
   Have you ever watched a program about wild horses or seen fi lm foot-
age about mustangs ?  Many times we see them running as a herd or 
grazing grass quietly on some plain.  Have you ever seen a really skinny 
mustang or zebra ?  Only if they are sick or injured maybe.  Otherwise 
they are fi t and shinny.  Isn’t it kind of odd how we like ourselves thin 
but our horses fat!  If you are an equestrian of any kind, be it backyard or 
showring, dressage or trail, our horses work for us and we need to return 
the favor.
   I have had horses in my life for AHHHHHHHH ! about 50 years, 
getting my fi rst horse at age of __?  I have made the mistakes of past 
horsekeeping and have strived to learn how to do it better.  I have trav-
eled to Washington State for classes, attended many weekend seminars 
and have counseled with many experts to further my knowledge.  I have 
had many equine teachers in my life also.  Horses have come into my 
life with different needs and from addressing those needs I have learned 
ALOT. 
   A mares milk is only 12% protein, therefore, horses never and I do 
mean never, need more protein than that.  I am not intending to put the 
alfalfa growers out of business,  like that is going to happen.   Alfalfa 
was originally grown for dairy cows to increase milk production.  High 
protein, rich milk.  Somewhere someone’s horse got into the alfalfa and 
VIOLA, if it didn’t colic from the diet change it became fat and shinny.  
   Alfalfa is a very concentrated feed.  
The protein level is too high some-
times, as high as 18 to 22 percent 
and it does not contain the amount 
of fi ber/cellulose that horses need to 

maintain the proper amount of feed 
in the gut.  Since a horses stom-
ach can only hold about .3 percent 
of its body weight at a time they 
are meant to eat constant small 
amounts of forage throughout the 
day.  When they are fed a fl ake of 
alfalfa in the morning and a fl ake 
at night, which they can consume 
in about an hour that means they 
have 22 hours of nothing to eat.  
The equine gut is meant to be a 
little bit full all the time and if you 
try to do that with alfalfa you will 
either founder your horse or have 
a case of colic/impaction and/or a 
really fat horse.  One reason horses 
stay fat on small amounts of alfalfa 
is that their bodies are trying to 
dilute the protein of the alfalfa 
so they hang on to water.  When 
you switch from alfalfa to a more 
natural grass hay, you will notice 
more urine in the corral or stall for 
a while anyway.  Your horse will 
look slimmer but once the proper 
amount of grass hay is established 
it is not hard to keep your horse in 
good fl esh.  When you start feeding 
grass hay and at lunch time there 
is a little hay left you can look at 
it and say “WOW, that’s great my 
horse is now eating in a more natu-
ral way !”   
   Next time...... more on why you 
should feed grass hay and why 
horses should eat at ground level.  
For more information on this or 
if you have questions feel free to 
email me sidesaddlelady@aol.com.

HAPPY TRAILS AND GIVE 
YOUR HORSE A HUG FOR ME !

- Sharon Lindsay, Santa Paula

Slaughterhouse
Closures

The Ripple Effect

The Perfect Storm 

- Sharon Marshall, D.V.M.
egislators were told they were doing 
the “right thing” – ban the slaughter of 

horses for human consumption.  The large 
majority of the horse meat produced in the 
US was exported to Europe and Japan 
where it is considered a delicacy.  However, 
no one anticipated the perfect storm that is 
now raging.  By banning horse slaughter in 
the US, the entire horse industry is reeling 
from plummeting prices at a time when fuel 
prices are skyrocketing, hay crops have been 
decimated by drought and fl ood and grain 
prices are at record highs due to biofuels.  
Nowhere in history has the entire base 
price of a product been removed in a single 
day.  Previously, the base price of a horse 
was computed by dollars per pound at the 
slaughter house.  Added to that price was 
pedigree, ability and marketability to form 
the asking price of a horse.  A well-broke, 
safe horse was easily worth $1000-2000 in 

L 

most areas of the country.  Now, that same 
horse may only bring $100-250 at the same 
sale barn.  
   Even more concerning is the increase 
in horse neglect cases.  Horse owners that 
previously had the option of sending a horse 
to a sale barn no longer have that alternative.  
These are people that can’t or won’t afford 
today’s high feed prices.  Many times, they 
have stallions still running with mares and 
producing more foals.  Some of the horses 
are pedigreed animals that are registered 
with associations such as the American 
Quarter Horse Association (AQHA), the 
American Paint Horse Association or 
Jockey Club (APHA).  However, those 
registration papers will not feed the horses.  
Instead, they are reduced to eating whatever 

Continued VIEW Page 17...
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Natural Health for Pets

Junia  Chi lds  D.V.M.

Hol i s t i c  Veter inary  Medic ine
Acupunture
805.646.9695

www.natura lhea l th fo rpe ts .com
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PETS OR “POSSESSIONS”

A FAMILY
PRACTICE 
FOR
YOUR PETS

• BIRDS • CATS • 
DOGS • RABBITS • 

REPTILES • RODENTS

VENTURAVENTURA VETERINARYVETERINARY
HOSPITALHOSPITAL

JAMES HERON GRAY, D.V.M.
   MEMBER: AAV, AVMA, CVMA
JANET MCNEIL, D.V.M.
   MEMBER: AVMA, ARAV

MON-FRI 7:00AM
      SAT 8:00AM - 1:

648-2797
1748 THOMPSON BLVD.,
(BETWEEN SEAWARD AND SAN 

by Janet McNeil, D.V.M.

T 
I

n the gallery of objet d’pets, the cat 
has always been well represented 
as a classic of living art.  The mod-

ern cat, however, appears best viewed as a 
sort of sub-kinetic impressionist sculpture 
instead of a refi ned hunter and in-house 
critic.
   Big bones are usually the fi rst excuse 
for the obese cats, the sort that look like 
an eared cushion.  Poor Maine Coon 
cat blood also unfairly gets the blame 
for some of the more rotund specimens.  
While our homes feel more complete with 
a warm fuzzy about, most owners are un-
willing to deal with the needs of their pet.  
Food is not all the resident feline needs.  
Feline boredom and their owner’s lack of 
understanding about social order and other 
aspects of cat behavior lead to the biggest 
issues like spraying and fi ghting.  Since 
Fois de Gras has been outlawed, we 
seem determined to stuff our cats to make 
them seen but not heard.  When diabetes, 
elimination disorders, and joint problems 
raise their ugly heads, the cure is unpalat-
able because it takes (gasp) money and 
(Groan) time.
   Take home lesson #1: Practice preven-
tion.  There is no reason to eat all day 
long.  No one in the wild does.  Feed only 
to maintain a normal 
(really normal, not your 
visually pleasing plumb 
normal) body weight.  
Read up on what cats 
do to communicate, and 
provide environmental 
stimulation.  Hide food 
and make the cat fi nd it. 
It works in the animal 
parks.
   P.S.  From the Cat’s 
Point of View by Gwen 
Bohnenkamp is an easy 
read cat owner’s behavioral  resource. 
(ooh!)
   Also, Songs of the Cat by Garrison 
Keillor and Frederica von Stade also 
provide some feline mental insight in a 
musical form. (Ah!)
   Furry coffee tables and footstools 
are also in vogue recently.  The cur-
rent technique of keeping Fideau under 
control with excess body weight is more 
the rule than the exception.  Each morn-
ing, the parade of wallowing dogs along 
the sidewalks satisfi es most people’s 
need for companionship and fresh air at 
the expense of their (one hopes) beloved 
pets.  Active and lean dogs have inquir-
ing minds and energy well into their later 
years; something well at odds with the 
sedentary habits of the general population 
in this country.
   The latest and most promising aid in ca-
nine weight loss, Slentrol, is available to 
help some of these dogs gain freedom that 
diet alone will not do (sorry, this in not for 
humans and cats).  Shockingly, few people 
want to do what is needed for their obese 
pet even with this new medication. The 
amount of money spent on joint aids and 
medications for obesity-related medical 
disorders adds up.  From the wrong end 
of the telescope, money saved on bolster-
ing up a fat pet might give you more gas 
money !  The real cost is to the dogs who 
are dragging the excess pounds from day 
to day and have no freedom insight, and 
are doomed to adore their tormentors.
   Take home lesson #2: Coffee tables and 
footstools are furniture.  They should not 
have pulses.  Liberate your dog and it may 
benefi t your health as well.  Cut back the 
food, increase the exercise, or get help.  
Do something!
   Alternatively, pet ownership may not be 
for you, get the non-living stuffed variety.  
There are some robotic versions for the 
busy owner, they are very trendy too.

- Janet McNeil, D.V.M., Ojai

by Benu Malenfant
   oes your companion love to run ?  Love to pull ?  Do you need a 

mutual workout ?
   We are the Thousand Oaks Pack (TO for short) and I am the pack leader 
(not an alpha - just a co-ordinator !).  I made a promise to my now 100-
pound Malamute, “Sake”, that we would mush... didn’t know how or where 
but the determination was there.
   Through the Southern California Working Snow Dogs Group (www.
urbanmushing.com) we found the opportunity.  Our mentors, Rancy in 
Costa Mesa with his 3 speedy Siberians, and Nicole in Lancaster with her 
Malamute desert dog team, showed us the ropes of urban mushing.
   Basically, working canines in sled dog harnesses, with towline pull dog 
scooter, or bike.  We have scootered Agoura Hills, Thousand Oaks, 
Woodland Hills and then we found the Ojai Trail - the best most enjoyable 
varied trail yet !  The scenery speaks for itself.  The furry ones appreciated 
the shady groves and we also loved the choice between the asphalt (for the 
speed) and the dirt (for the trots).  Alpacas, cows and rabbits also provided 
challenging diversions.
   Our fi rst run began behind the Vons “Y” - we scootered like the wind 
to Baldwin Road and then turned around.  As we were de-rigging - out of 
sheer coincidence we met Keri and Janet (Janet McNeil, D.V.M.), local 
to the area, who had already discovered this mom and pup activity.  On a 
subsequent weekend, Ann, also from Ojai brought her “Mal”, who took to 
pulling within minutes.
   Now we are regulars.  The Ojai Trail provides many different trailheads 
and directions - the dogs don’t get bored !  Running as a group motivates the 
dogs to follow -- each has a different pace....... but all love the water breaks.
   The scooters are easy to stop, to give pedestrians and horses the right of 
way.  We scooter early in the morning to avoid overheating the pups and also 
fi nd the trails less crowded at that time.  The outing takes less than an hour 
and a half.  The end result is one happy well-exercised dog. 
   After the run - there are usually tailgate snacks, and I offer a mini canine 
massage for those tired limbs (being a graduate from the Ojai School of 
Massage).
   This is not an age-excluding sport - anyone can do it.  Also any working 
breed of dog can mush.  Our canine athletes include Malamutes, Siberi-
ans, Wolf dogs, Belgian Shepherds, Springer Spaniels, Pit Bulls, Giant 
Poodles, Doberman Pinschers, German Shepherds, Akitas and Samo-
yeds (Sammys).  This is GOOD for the dogs - they were bred to do this and 
they love it.  It is also good for you -- quite a bit of walking involved when 
the canine engine decides to slow down.........
   I have extra scooters, harnesses, lines and instruction for those who would 
like to try.  Our curent members drive from as far as Woodland Hills just to 
enjoy the Ojai Trail.
    Also the main website - www.urbanmushing.com and the affi liated ya-
hoo discussion group - always has information about the many fun events we 
hold year round - yes, even dog sledding and scooter races!!
    So please join us anytime - way too much fun!  Or stop and say hello 
- hard to miss us on the trail.........

- Benu Malenfant
vntrc@aol.com

n the last issue of the View, you met my dogs O.P. 
and Poppers.  I confess, Australian Shepherds are my 
favorite breed  and having grown up on a ranch my concept 
of  a dog is something big enough to follow a horse and 
brave enough to guard my truck.  So, when my son and his 
girlfriend drove up to my house and thrust a small smiling 
Pekinese out the window and into my arms on their way to 
Hawaii, it was with some trepidation that I accepted the job.
   To me a moosh-nosed big-eyed blonde with an undercar-
riage that only clears the pavement by an inch or two, is 
just not a dog.  “Jena” with her big smile and laughing 
countenance quickly became the darling of my heart and 
introduced me to the psychology of the small dog owner.

   Venturing into the land of Lilliput, I decided to leash 
train the infantized little darling while she was staying with 
me, as a nice surprise for her owners when they returned 
from vacation.  Off to the infamous walking grounds of 
Sarazzoti Park.  Ahh... it was a beautiful morning and 
little Jena with her quick intelligence proved to be a model 
student. 
I tried to hide from Jena my fear that she resembled a small 
walking appetizer but she didn’t seem to share my concern.  
God seems to have endowed those of short stature with 
egos far outstripping their diminunitive size.  Jena told me 
that she had secret powers to protect herself and that if all 
else failed I was to pick her up and sacrifi ce myself for her 
wellbeing.    After all, what else are pet humans for ?
I thought I heard something bubbling when I realized 
that it was Jena’s impression of a growl.  Leaning over 
a rather less than imposing three-foot fence was a large 
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 Urban Mushing: Ojai Trail
Lures Canine Athletes

by Mary M. Long

D 

Perils of Dog Walking 
Part II

��

Urban Mushers on the Ojai Trail - (left to right) Benu Malenfant and Sake, 
Keri and Frog, Eric Bickford and Jack, Janet McNeil and Devi, David Dam-
abarn and Jack, Janice Damabarn and Tinkerbelle.
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she also said that if she had Pepper 
Spray, she would be more likely to use 
it on the dog’s owner since they were at 
fault for letting their dog roam.  Hear-

hear, Dani...... 
Jena and I are in 
total agreement 
with you !!!
   Not wanting 
Jena to be a 
statistic in the 
growing roster 
of small dog 
victims, I took 
the opportunity 
to obtain more 
information 
from Dani be-
fore she had to 
jet off to judge a 

dog show.
   I told Dani about a couple of my friends 
who have lost their dogs to loose Pit 
Bulls and asked her if she had any sug-
gestions for getting a Pit Bull to open it’s 
jaws after it’s locked onto your dog.  “If 
you pinch its ear hard  enough, it  will 
cause the dog to open its mouth”, she 
said.
   Hmmmm .....I certainly hope I never 
have to be in that situation.  Just  last 
weekend another Chihuahua lost its life 
to a Pit Bull on Solimar Beach.  I was 
told by a witness that, as the poor little 
Chihuahua was grabbed and shaken by 
the Pit, several men tried to help by pour-
ing water on the dog and by kicking it, 
but the dog would not let go until the little 
dog was limp.  Even then, it took two men 
to drag the Pit, excited by the taste of 
blood, up the bank and back to their car.
   Special care must be taken entering the 
favorite locations where people like to let 
their dogs run free, such as the Preserve, 
Shelf Road, Sisar Canyon and the 
Beach, (illegal by the way).  Just be aware 
that once a large dog breed with locking 
jaws latches onto your beloved little dog, 
you have only seconds to decide whether 
or not you  have the intestinal fortitude 
to do what it takes to save the life of your 
dog.
   Dogs on State Beaches are against the 
law and dogs off leash are against the 
law.  Dani tells her students that if you 
encounter a problem with a loose dog or 
experience an attack or dog bite, you must 
report it and you must insist that Animal 
Control prosecute.
   There is a hefty fi ne for these digres-
sions and perhaps a bite to the wallet 
could convince these owners to decide 
to take responsible control of their dogs.  
This means adequate fencing, profession-
al dog training, obeying leash ordinances 
and purchasing a dog breed suitable to the 
lifestyle and needs of the owners.

- Mary M. Long, Ojai 
 

Ojai Valley Electronics
overnight replacement watch battery service available

Your Unique Consumer Electronics Store in Ojai

July 1st Hands Free Wireless Electronics is the Way to 
Go

Don’t Get Caught without your Wireless
We have a great selection of hands free wireless, blue-

tooth and wired headsets
Wireless or a Ticket ?

307-B  E. Matilija. St. Ojai • 646-7585

 Energy and Nutritional Balancing

 Level 1 BEST Practitioner

805-647-5037 res. 

805-746-6070 cell 
 Dynamite Nutritional Products Distributor

Sharon Lindsay

The Balanced HorseThe Balanced Horse

s u p p o r t  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s

Rottweiler intently watching our prog-
ress.  I experienced 
an adrenaline rush 
something like what 
the early settlers 
must have felt when 
they confronted a 
war party.  Surely, 
I consoled myself, 
these responsible pet 
owners were aware 
of the height of their 
fence and surely this 
dog must have been 
old or feeble and 
was safely confi ned.  
Over the fence 
he came, rippling muscle and glinting 
fangs... ... I didn’t wait to fi nd out if Jena 
and I were on the menu, but heart pound-
ing, attempted a casual retreat, keenly 
aware that to run would only excite the 
prey drive of the rottie.  Oh the humble 
feeling, of the mouse in the snake cage, or 
the rat cornered by the Alley Cat.  There 
was a shouting and pounding of running 
feet behind us and, fortunately for us, the 
dog was taken back into custody by it’s 
embarrassed owners.
   Later, down at the Coffee House, I 
started asking other small dog owners 
about their experiences encountering large 
off leash dogs.  I heard harrowing tales 
of having their Dachshunds eaten right 
off their leashes like Hors’ Deourves 
off toothpicks and  even worse, tales of 
owners being knocked to the ground and 
having their little pooches snatched from 
their hands in a frenzy of primeval prey 
drive.
   Ever the recipient of the unlucky side 
of the fi ckle-fi nger of fate, I decided to 
research defense of the small dog.  In 
my inquiries I heard everything  from, 
“shout NO” from one local dog trainer 
(is she kidding ?), to the use of a tazer 
on the attacking, loose aggressive dog.  
Hmmm...... should I put one of those on 
the shopping list ?  Confused, I decided 
to go straight to one of  the authori-
ties on dog training and placed a call to 
famous dog trainer and AKC Judge Dani 
Canino.
   Dani told me that she advises her stu-
dents to take a cattle prod with them when 
they are walking their dogs.  They can 
usually be purchased locally and a small 
electrical jolt will deter most attacking 
dogs.  After one jolt, if the offending dog 
appears again, you only need to hit the 
trigger, producing the sound of electric-
ity and most dogs will choose the path 
of righteousness.  If you are walking a 
small dog, Dani recommends picking it 
up and turning your back on the attacker 
to ostracize it.  I also asked Dani about 
the use of Pepper Spray on an attack-
ing dog...... Dani said that you had better 
hope the wind is behind your back and 

DOG WALKING CONT...
they can fi nd on the property until they are 
left with potentially toxic weeds and bark off 
the trees.  With hope, the owner is reported 
to Animal Control or the local Sheriff’s 
Offi ce.  But then what happens?  The burden 
of feeding and caring for the animals is 
shifted to already over-stretched civic bud-
gets.  The owner is given a slap on the wrist 
and may have to pay a fi ne.  Jail time for a 
felony animal abuse conviction is extremely 
uncommon.  
   Worse are the animals that are released 
“to go back to nature”.  If a deer can total a 
vehicle, imagine the damage hitting a 1000 
pound horse will do to both car and driver.  
Some have been released into state and 
national parks to damage an already fragile 
eco-system.  They have even been found in 
strip mines in Kentucky.   
   Previously, there were approximately 
100,000 horses per year sent to USDA 
inspected slaughter facilities.  Now, those 
same numbers of horses are being trans-
ported to either Canada or Mexico to 
be slaughtered.  Unfortunately, Mexican 
facilities are not regulated and reports have 
circulated about atrocious methods of killing 
the animals.  It has been proposed to stop the 
transport of these horses across the borders.  
Not only is it easy to falsify records to by-
pass that piece of legislation, but what will 
really happen to those horses ?  They will 
remain in the US to simply starve.
   Rescue groups are overpopulated and have 
closed their gates to new arrivals.  They 
cannot keep up with the demand.  More 
alarming is when good intentions go bad 
and these rescue operations are unable to 
feed the animals in their care.  A report out 
of Florida on May 31, 2008, is just such a 
case.  Over 100 animals have been seized 
from an overwhelmed horse rescue group.
   It is easy to point fi ngers at others, but we 
must look at what has been created by the 
good intentions of some people.  We have 
taken away a federally inspected humane 
ending of a horse’s life and replaced it with 
one of 2 options:  transporting thousands of 
miles to a potentially non-regulated and hor-
rifi c ending in another country or starving 
right here in our own backyard.  Eventually, 
production of the extraneous horses will 
slow.  What happens in the intervening time 
?
   The ripple-effect of the horse slaughter 

C

VIEW EXCLUSIVE

amarillo White Horse breed 
welcomes two new members!  

Only 10-days apart two beautiful 
white colts were born the fi rst to 
Tanya Langkopf and the second 
to.  Ynez Parker both of Ojai. 
This historic breed was created 
by Don Adolfo Camarillo over 
90-years-ago and has been featured 
many times in the Pasadena Rose 
Parade, the Santa Barbara Fiesta 
Parade, Ventura County Fair 
Parade and the Ojai Independence 
Day Parade.  There are only 20 
Camarillo White Horses in exis-
tence, so the birth of two white colts 
is a dream come true for the Ca-
marillo White Horse Association.  

info. camarillowhitehorses.org
 - Mary M. Long, Ojai

Stallion of a Dream

Slaughterhouse...
Continued from Page 15...

ban is only now starting to be felt.  While 
this piece of legislation was effected in 
good conscience, it has made a bad situation 
even worse.  The rise in horse neglect cases 

Continued VIEW Page 19...
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Rising Son at the Hub

lues Rock Guitarist Teresa Russell always 
puts on a good show.  Here at Movino in Ojai 
with Bass player Billi Breland and Drummer 
Coco Roussel.  

hris Pierce, right, (who recently opened for 
Al Green), featured at Zoey’s May 24.  Chris 
was last in town for the Ventura Hillsides ben-
efi t in September.  Friends, Sonia Leigh (At-
lanta, GA), guitar and Chet Dixon, harmoni-
ca, joined in.
   Chris was in Japan for a June 10 show and 
will be in Hermosa Beach June 21, New York, 
July 4.
Check out his album, “Walking on the Earth” 

info. ChrisPierce.com

Al Westcott (every Sunday) at Full of Beans in Mira Monte 
(Ojai), 11534 N. Ventura Ave (info. 640-8500)
Al’s Info: alwestcott.com and myspace.com/59573749

Al  Westcot t  a t  Ful l  o f  Beans
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Teresa  Russe l l
Jams Ojai ’s  Movino

Chris Pierce
 at Zoey’s
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ead vocals, guitar:
Isaac Haile Selassie
Sax:  Heather Haze
Backup vocals:
  Anna Yosin
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Ventura Downtown: Reggae with Isaac Haile Selassie

A Good ‘Peace’ Vibe at  Nicholby’s
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“Give thanks for coming to the show, taking photos.  I hope you enjoyed it.” - H.S.

�

check out. www. isaachaileselassie.com
ConsciousMusicRecords

Slaughterhouse...
Continued from Page 17...
was expected by industry leaders.  The transport of horses to other 
countries for slaughter was also forecasted.  Overwhelmed rescue 
groups was predictable.  
   As a veterinarian, I am committed to lessening animal suffer-
ing.  I fi nd horse slaughter personally abhorrent.  But, I would 
rather have a system in place that ends a horse’s life quickly and 
painlessly.  Until there is a workable and viable solution, I will be 
called to assess starving horses, formulate a rehabilitation program 
and produce testimony against their care-takers.  It is a duty that I 
do not like, but must perform to the best of my ability.  The horses 
deserve to have a voice.  

Sharon Marshall, D.V.M.
Editors Note: According to the American Veterinary Medi-
cal Association (Jan. 15, 2008),  “Since all three U.S. horse 
slaughter operations were ordered closed last year, the number 
of horses exported to Mexico for slaughter has exploded.  As 
of Dec. 20, 2007, 44,475 horses had been shipped to Mexico 
for processing for human consumption compared with 10,783 
shipped at the same time in 2006—a 312 percent increase.
   In addition, American horse exports to Mexico for purposes 
other than slaughter, such as for breeding or recreation, have 
nearly doubled in the same period.  This increase is raising 
concerns that many of these horses are actually being sent to 
slaughter but shipped under false pretenses to circumvent U.S. 
transport regulations governing the animals’ welfare.”

Pit Bulls: Deadly Breed
   Most Responsible for Death and Maimings of Humans and 
Other Animals.
   On average about 27 people will be killed by a dog each year in 
the US, 19 of the homicide victims will be children under the age 
of 15. The dog that causes 3 out of 4 attacks on kids will be the 
“loving” family dog, such as the “friendly companion” Pit Bull 
with the ‘wonderful disposition.’ 
   Children attacked by these breeds are literally torn apart with 
horrifying injuries that are almost beyond words. Those that sur-
vive are often maimed for life.
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Led Zepplica at Ventura’s “Good” Club on Main Street
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Text “Remedy” to 53203
Join our text club and get special promos & VIP entryJoin our text club and get special promos & VIP entry
1 6 4 4  T h o m p s o n  B l v d .  •  6 4 1 - 1 5 0 0

myspace.com/sixteen44

Led Zepplica at Ventura’s 
“Good” Club - Chas West
singer, Lenny Mann, Guitar, Stan 
Taylor, Bass, Darryl Johnson, 
Drums.  Next show, Soho (Santa 
Barbara -info. 962-7776), June 28. 

Just Say 
‘NO’ to

War
P

ho
to

s,
 ©

 2
00

8,
  J

oe
l A

nd
er

so
n

Guitar PlanetGuitar Planet
What’s Cool for Summer !What’s Cool for Summer !

1822 E. Main St., Midtown Ventura • 648-46331822 E. Main St., Midtown Ventura • 648-4633
W W W. G U I TA R P L A N E T. U SW W W. G U I TA R P L A N E T. U S

Guitar Planet
Rocks our World !
Melanie Zaragoza (left),  
Joe Baugh, Guitar Planet 
School of Music instruc-
tor and Cherisse Theri-
ault (right) !

Time to Enroll in Guitar 
Classes - Ultimate Teachers

Norman Guitar 
Wood Over 

800-Years Old
 

ESP Guitars
Starting

at

$189 

-AMPS-

Laney Amps
Starting

at $189 

-AMPS-
Hughes & Kettner

Starting

at $189 
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Photos © 2008, Joel Anderson
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641-1500

1644 Thompson Blvd, Ventura
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Ojai Video’s

For all of you missing Ojai Video... 
See Meg at                           as she has 
aquired 250+ foreign and a few Amer-
ican classic fi lms.  She will be renting 
the fi lms out at reasonable rates !

 Ojai House

304 N. Montgomery St
805-640-1656

Open Daily • 10:30-6:30 Sun. 11-6
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Healing through Natural Dance

DanceMedicine
Meditative movement

Ojai Art Center
Thursday Evenings 7:30 - 9-30pm
For Families 6:00 - 7:00pm

cost $5 to 10
DanceMedicine is giving yourself over
to spontaneous movements that
arise from the unconscious
allowing the body and mind to
become coherent, revealing
a new perspective to daily life.

Healing through dance has been intrinsic
to the human experience of survival
for millenium

Touch the Source through movement
rhythm and music,
and transform your inner world.
The body knows how to heal.

Your body knows what to do:
Dance stimulates and energizes
all the systems of your body;
the cells, lymph, blood, bones,
soft tissue, brain and emotions

 • When the body releases, you relax
 • When the emotions release, you trust
 • When the mind releases, you are creative
 

DanceProcess
 Workshops

Blue Heron in Matilija Canyon
Saturdays from 10am - 6pm

The DanceProcess Workshop is an entry into
personal discovery and healing.

Through the narrative, and dance process,
in a small group with an experienced facilitator,

each person will jouney in a safe
atmosphere of mutual support.

The DanceProcess Workshop
is about authentic and meaningful

expression of movement

With the support of other participants,
you may uncover other old aspects of your self

and discover new resources.

The dance process provides an opportunity for 
emotional, mental and social patterns in the

nervous system to reorganize,
thereby becoming more coherent.

$70/workshop or $300/series of 6

Nadia Natali

Sessions are personally designed
for each individual,

they will include narrative and
somatic work, with pre/prenatal,

craniosacral and movement therapy.
The intervention will depend on the

Particular needs of the person.

This is an opportunity to dig
into the fundamental organization

of the soma and the psyche.
learn about your patterns in life

and be able to choose,
rather than be run by them.

When our thinking quiets down
we become available to a deeper self.

Patterns which were formed early in life
and no longer serves us,

may become visible,
allowing us to respond more freely

to the present moment.

C l in ica l  Psychotherap is t ,  MA,  Ph.D.c
Dance Therapy  MA DTR

Biodynamic  Cran iosacra l  Therap is t  RCST,  BCST
Prenata l  and Perenata l  Therap is t

Somat ic  Exper ienc ing  Prac t i t ioner  SEP

For  more  in fo rmat ion  contac t :
Nadia  Nata l i

PO Box 1318 •  Oja i ,  Ca 93024
805 798 1765

nadia@oja i .net
www.nadianata l i .com

Private Sessions
1 1/2 hour
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neous thing”.  After that they were inseparable and 
loaded up in a VW van to take a road trip across the 
United States together.
   After her accident, her therapist suggested that she 
move to a new location where she would be able to 
make new friends. “I 
had met some won-
derful new people, 
Dino Andiono,  
Debrina Andino and 
their baby’s name 
was “Sunshine.”  
They encouraged 
me to move to Ojai.  
Debrina’s mother had 
lived here years ago 
and had always told 
her what a special 
place it was to live, 
so when Debrina got 
fed up with Wood-
stock she moved to 
Ojai with her children.  We had t-shirts made that 
said “Old hippies never die they just move to Ojai.”  
Annie has lived here ever since.
   “This is the valley of the nesting moon, because it 
goes a different direction, most val-
leys go north to south and this valley 
goes east to west. The Chumash 
Indians picked this place and they 
called it the enchanted valley and 
they said that once you came here 
it captured your soul and you could 
never leave,” Annie went on.
   “I have a butterfl y tattoo, and at 
the time I got it I didn’t know the 
meaning of butterfl ies, but now I 
know they are the American Indian 
symbol of everlasting life.  That’s 
what butterfl ies are - everlasting 
life.  I wouldn’t be alive if I wasn’t 
strong.” 

       • 648-6766 - office 

       Finest, Fairest
in Ventura County

RTC
LANDSCAPE

Tiffany Smith

 • Complete Tree Service
Full Service

• Landscape Maintenance
& Installation

• 477-8401 - cell

   Photography is something that Annie grew up 
with as a child.  As an only child her father took 
many photos of her using a little Brownie camera. 
“ I was inundated with it” says Annie and so later, 
after her move to Ojai, she began to photograph the 
people of Ojai.
   “A lot of photographers will use a roll of fi lm to 
capture an image, but it usually only takes me a 
few shots because I have conceived the image in 
my mind before the shoot.  Ojai is a lot like Wood-
stock in that on the weekends all the  Woodstock-
ians would stay in their houses because the tourists 
would come in on buses.”
   Annie’s son Terry attended school in Ojai and has 
now gone on to join another generation of success-
ful fashion photographers.  Terry 
has shot advertisements for fashion 
designers, including Gucci, Levi’s, 
Miu Miu, Eres, Tommy Hilfi ger, 
Club Monaco, Supreme, Hugo 
Boss, Anna Molinari, Stussy, Baby 
Phat, Jigsaw, Costume National, 
Hysteric Glamour, Matsuda, and 
Sisley. Terry has also shot edito-
rial photographs for a Vogue, Vice, 
Harpers Bazaar, Penthouse The 
Face, GQ and Sports Illustrated. 
He has exhibited in Japan, London, 
New York and Paris.
   What I am most proud of though, 

says Annie 
smiling, is that 
“my son and I 
love each other.  
For my birth-
day he sends 
me beautiful 
(gesturing) 
bouquets of 
fl owers.
   Rocking back 
in her chair 
with her books 
and photos in 
her lap Annie 
smiles and says 
“I was happy 

to have the glamorous life that I had 
and I am happy to have the life that 
I have now.”

Annie Lomax Photos

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10... 
Senior Tappers Dancers at the Art Center, circa ‘80s.

Actor Michael J. Pollard
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Jackie Lomax at home with his cat.
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• June 13th/(every Friday) - Live Reg-
gae Rock @ The Hub, 266 E. Ojai Ave. 
(info. 646-9182)
• June 14th/2pm - Catwalk w/special 
guests @ Buffalo Records, 105 S. Oak 
St./Vta, (info. 648-3345)
• June 14th - Kill Junkies @ Red 
Cove/Vta, 1809 E. Main (info. 643-1101)
• June 14th/2pm - Snoop Dog @ 
Ventura Theatre, (info. 653-0721)
• June 14th/2pm - Snoop Dog After 
Concert Party @ Pangea/Ventura, 
1644 Thompson (info. 641-1500)
• June 15th/(every Sunday) - Al West-
cott@ Full of Beans/Ojai, 11534 N. 
Ventura Ave (info. 640-8500)
• June 18th/6pm - Crosby Stills Nash 
and Young @ Santa Barbara Bowl, 
1122 N. Milpas (info. 568-2695)
• June 19th/7:30pm - The Makepeace 
Brothers & Emy Reynolds @ Zoey’s/
Vta, 451 E. Main (info. 652-1137)

• June 19th - Theo - (Live Reggae Rock 
every Thursday) @ Nicholby’s, 410 E. 
Main/Ventura. (info. 653-2320)
• June 20th - 8PM - Steve Poltz  @ 
Zoey’s/Vta, 451 E. Main (info. 652-1137) 
Poltz: Awarded the title of “San Diego’s 
Most Infl uential Artist of the Decade” at 
the San Diego Music Awards and DEAD 
ROCK WEST - Acoustic Folk Rock 
Band - Lead by Frank Lee Drennen and 
Cindy Wasserman Dead Rock West is de-
scribed as rock, folk, country, punk and pop 
thrown in a jar and shaken, not stirred.  This 
fabulous LA band just back from a success-
ful tour in Europe will soon be travelling 
the US with John Doe and Wilco !
• June 20th - Preschers & Pornstars 
@ San Souci/Vta, 21 S. Chestnut (info. 
643-4539)
• June 20th/8pm - Solstice Party with 
Jonathan McEuen and Free Peoples 
(Northern California band) @ Ojai Valley 
Woman’s Club.  Evening of art, music, food 
and dance.  21 and over, tickets: $18 (adv)/$21 
(door).  Info: David Bush 640-3618

• June 20 - Cease to Exist @ Red 
Cove/Vta, 1809 E. Main (info. 643-1101)
• June 21st - I Was a Lover DeLoren 
Was a Dealer @ San Souci/Vta, 21 S. 
Chestnut (info. 643-4539)
• June 21st - Neil Morrow - Country 
Western Dancing - @ Santa Barbara 
Carrillo Ballroom, 100 E. Carrillo.  
(info. 897-2519) 
• June 21st/8pm - Crosby Loggins @ 
the Ojai Theatre, presented by Zoey’s/
Vta, (info. 652-1137)
• June 21st - Disgusters. Ventura @ 
Red Cove/Vta, 1809 E. Main (info. 643-
1101)
• June 22nd - Warped @ Ventura, 
Seaside Park
• June 26th - Snoop Dogg and 311 @ 
Santa Barbara Bowl, 1122 N. Milpas 
(info. 568-2695)
• June 27th - Hubcap Halo @ San 
Souci/Vta, 21 S. Chestnut (info. 643-
4539)
• June 28th - De La Muerta with 

Rockin Dead @ San Souci/Vta, 21 S. 
Chestnut (info. 643-4539)
• June 29 - Weird Al Yankovic @ 
Ventura Theatre, (info. 653-0721)

• Old Time Fiddlers - 2nd and 4th 
Sundays - Oak View Community 
Center - 1 to 4 FREE - All welcome to 
play, listen or dance -  Refreshments 
and great music, bring your instru-
ment, electric room, acoustic patio
• Ojai Drum Circle - Every Sunday, 
1-4, Libbey Park, Ojai - Dancers and 
hula hoopers as well 
• Jonathan McEuen and Friends
Farmer and The Cook - Sat and Sun 
evenings, 6 pm, dinner served on the 
patio, (info. 640-9601)

MUSIC EVENTS

  When the news source is irresponsible, 
grave disservice may be done the read-
ing public.  It certainly is newsworthy 
when someone important in public life 
attacks another person.  Such news of-
ten cannot be ignored.  It can, however, 
be put in better perspective if there is 
simultaneous opportunity for reply by 
the otherwise injured party.  Readers 
want to know how those most affected 
by any news event react to it.  Unless 
their curiosity is satisfi ed, the account is 
incomplete.”

- Curtis D.MacDougall, Ph.D., Litt.D.,
Professor Emeritis, Northwestern University,

Interpretative Reporting, Eighth Edition,
Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc. New York,

Collier Macmillan  Publishers, London

The Naked Truth
 VIEW UPDATE

n deference to our readers we will not use this publication for personal attacks and
mudslinging of other publications.  However we do need to respond to the less than
truthful comments made by Mr. Ray Alpern in his June ‘VOICE’ issue (begins page 14). 
Below we are setting this straight.

          Correction for Ray Alpern’s
                June ‘VOICE’  Issue

The “Other Side”
Continued From VIEW Cover...

   As far as I can see, each cable company we 
have had has violated their franchise agreement 
with the City of Ojai.  
   Now we are losing the only quality channel 
we have, Channel 10.  True, the objective is to 
air the City Council meetings by running live 
feed direct from City Hall and they also hope 
to run streaming video on the internet.  Nice, 
but what about the many elderly that do not use 
computers?   
   What about the community bulletin board...it 
will no longer be there to check out the upcom-
ing community events.  What about the disaster 
information when we have fi res, fl oods or road 
closures... it won’t be there either.  Since we 
lost KADY television there has been no com-
prehensive news about Ventura County.  At 
least we had Channel 10 to provide all of this 
information at a moments notice.  In just a few 
months all of this will end and then what do 
we, the citizens of Ojai, do to get our informa-
tion ?  I guess we will just have to call the City 
Hall, Police Department or Fire Department 
and inundate their telephone lines asking for 
information ?

April Jo Rogers
Valley View Video, Ojai

I 

Hi Ojai!
   It’s me, the infamous Jennifer Moss, aka Earth-
FriendJen.  By the way, that is how I spell my 
name, so please get it right.  EarthFriendJen--one 
word with no spaces.
   So, a lot has been written about me .  I have 
decided to become a traveling gypsy and may skate 
naked through town at any given moment!  Not only 
that, but I AM MULTIPLYING !  The Peaceful 
Pastie Posse is coming soon !  Yippee !  To Leland, 
Bruce, and Mr. and Ms. Anonymous:  I hope you 
all transform and feel all the love and joy that I have 
within my soul !   I love you all and I am looking 
forward to seeing all the peaceful people of Ojai !  
Bless your hearts !  Please check out eq.tv.com and 
search under member Jennifer Moss for my naked 
peace parade video.  We are going to be in the 4th 
of July Parade in Ashland, Oregon as an offi cial 
group called the Peaceful Patriots and we are go-
ing to be nearly naked !  I’ll be leading our group 
on in-line skates only wearing a hemp g-string and 
blowing my conch shell !  No pasties !
   Please join US in Peace!  
   Please e-mail me at earthfriendjen@yahoo.com 
if you are interested in participating.  

Genuinely, Jennifer Moss             
EarthFriendJen

PUBLIC CABLE VIOLATIONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9... 

Meg Goodwin of Ojai House expresses her View.
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Profi ling Interesting People, 

     Community Events,
   Exciting Happenings...

OJAI -
Tuesdays Ch. 10  8:00 pm  

Wednesdays Ch. 25  8:00 pm  

VENTURA -
CAPS-TV Ch. 6

Thursdays  9:30pm 

OXNARD -
Oxnard College TV Ch. 15

Wednesdays 11am • 2pm • 9pm
Fridays 11:00 am
Sundays 11:30am  

nnounce your event, or 
become a sponsor of this 
popular program airing 
county wide in 10 cities, 

Inquire with “Dr. Lee”

805-701-1489

A

info@valleyvideofoundation.org- Joel Anderson, editor

email the VIEW your music  
listings@ojaiandventuraview.com

1. NO - Mary Long is not a Publisher: (See View DBA 
Ventura County, Public Records).
2. NO - Private emails from internal Rose publication 
business: Despite privacy requests up front, these emails were 
not only made public, but posted incompletely by the owners 
of the Rose.  The emails were then independently lifted from 
the blog by Mr. Alpern, who failed to contact us to check their 
validity.
3. NO issues with the law:  No crime, no crime report.  
(emails/photos on fi le that show exterior racks belonged to 
Brian Smith whom we’re cooperating with in distribution).
4. NO lying to the Deputy:  We tell the truth and have emails 
and photos to support this.
5. NO lack of cooperation:  There were only minutes be-
tween receiving a call from the Deputy inquiring about the 
racks and when I met with him.
6. NO stealing of the ‘VOICE.’  The San Marchi family 
requested that the name ‘The Voice’ be retired.  We are the 
VIEW and will continue to publish, exercising our right to free 
speech.
7. NO WARS:  There is always plenty of room for competi-
tion in free enterprise,  We are not interesting in participating 
in any kind of ‘wars.’



Have Issues ?
Write

editor@ojaiandventuraview.com
Available Online at:

 OjaiAndVenturaView.com
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a d v e r t i s e @ o j a i a n d v e n t u r a v i e w . c o m

DIRECT IMPORTERS OF EUROPEAN ANTIQUES
Furni ture ,  Sta ined  Glas s  & Acce s so r i e s

Victorian • Art Nouveau • Arts & Crafts • Art Deco
ffering a wide  & varied

collection specially
selected by our European
buyers.  (UK, France, Belgium)
Featuring --
• Fine Quality • Good Condition
• Affordable Prices • Personalized Service

e Invite the discriminating
buyer, the collector and the
decorator to view our
extensive inventory -- well
worth a visit to our showroom.
{10 % Discount with this Ad}

70 S. Oak Street
Ventura, CA 93001

805-641-3828
Open Fri Sat Sun Mon • (Also Warehouse - Open Sat Sun)
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8 0 5 - 6 5 1 - 0 6 4 6
A r t f i r e 3 3 @ h o t m a i l . c o m

•Sculpture
•Mosaic

•Carpent r y
•Paint ing

experienced internationally

L a w r e n c e  a n d  L o r i  A n d e r s o n

O j a i  a n d  Ve n t u r aO j a i  a n d  Ve n t u r a

Art & Function

Largest Selection of Stained Glass in So. Cal.

Daisy-licious,(left), Brittney-titus, and Jenny Lee enjoying the 
VIEW in Ventura.

P
ho

to
 ©

 2
00

8,
 J

oe
l A

nd
er

so
n

Scotland in Oak ViewScotland in Oak View
raditional bagpipes marked Oak 
View’s May 26 Memorial Day 

Parade.  Americans and Brits fought 
together from WW I, WW II, Korea, to 
Basra, Iraq.
   In 1861, British Queen Victoria offi -
cially named Scotland’s famous Night 
Watchman (The Highland Guard), 
‘The Black Watch’, calling them “her 
own regiment”.
   The guard was originally manifested 
on the banks of the River Tay at Aber-
feldy, in Perthshire, Scotland in 1739.     
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