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for $600 a month, take large doses of verbal and written criticism
and wrestle with constant pressure to compromise your principles
in order to get any of your own policies to the table.

— Are you brave enough to question the Clubtocracy ?

The Developer’s Coalition in Ventura works like this:

« Incumbents’ campaigns are financed by the Developers
Coalition and their paid lobbyists, who also served on past City
Councils.

¢ The City Council members then appoint Planning Commis-
sioners whom they trust will do their bidding and also provide
them with political cover.

* The Planning Commissioners can now approve the projects
of the developers who financed the campaigns of the City Coun-
cil members.

* In turn, the Planning Commissioners and their companies are
allowed to work directly for the developers whose projects their
commission has approved.*

« City Council members, when voting on the largest projects
of the developers, do not disclose they have received campaign
contributions from those developers, their families and key
employees, collectively amounting to as much as 100 times the
average donation of $20.

« Some Planning Commissioners even donate to the cam-
paigns of the City Council members who appoint them.

* Not all commissioners partake of this tempting loophole, but
those who do, do it regularly. Many Commissioners work for the
public interest rather than their own and they should be com-
mended.

This public embarrassment, also known as “The Good Old Boy’s
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Club” has been in place for so long that it is accepted as the way
to do business in Ventura. As a developer once told me, “Why
wouldn’t I hire a Planning Commissioner to take advantage of
their system? 1I’m a business man.” One cannot blame the de-
velopers for a machine built and used by the politicians for their
own gain. Developers need to build to stay in business.

—Will you be palsied by the will of special interest groups?
While running, you will be grilled by a considerable number
of special interest groups that require you fill out long question-

naires and then convince them that you will make sure they

get some share of the taxpayers’ money. Other special interest
groups simply want to know if you support their missions, from
abortion rights to protection of the hillsides.

One union actually requires you sign a contract promising you
will picket with them, no matter the reason. Some will give you
money or do their own expensive mailings with your picture
touting their cause, as a big free promotional ride.

You can take a lesson from the “Boomerang” incumbent who
was narrowly re-elected: That same slick incumbent got support
from opposing sides of an initiative. He received money and an
endorsement from one camp and then jumped over to support
and get a free mailer ride from the opposing camp. By making
enough promises to unions and even opposing groups, he gar-
nered no less than three free mailing rides, was able to forego the
big expense of lawn signs and then with a straight face, claimed
eco-ness. Experience sure counts in tough times.

In Ventura, The Chamber of Commerce is dominated by
the Developers’ Coalition, S0 one must be in favor of unfet-
tered development to garner their support. The support of the
Developers’ Coalition is partnered with the mainstream media,
in Ventura county’s case, primarily the Star. For them, promot-
ing development is a survival issue as “Trees don’t read papers”
and developers and real estate are their major source of advertis-
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ing dollars. All others aligned are those whose fortunes rely on
increased density: all unions that can grow their membership
through more development and density either through a greater
need for government services or construction trades, auto deal-
ers (Trees don't drive cars). The more you think about this, the
more you will realize that the Developers’ Coalition is huge,
well organized, superbly funded and highly motivated. For
them, there is no middle ground or room to collaborate with the
puny neighborhoods who are concerned with silly quality of life
issues and their burden of subsidizing unquestioned develop-
ment.

I advise only meeting with the groups with whose mission you
agree or those that are televised. The rest have already chosen
their candidates and will simply spin your wheels.

— Do you question the sustainability of unrestrained growth ?

Prepare to be immediately smeared as a “No-growth NIMBY”
by the Developers’ Coalition (Developers, in turn, are referred
to as The Pavers). We all have family and friends we love, who
rely on development or work for the government, so the “No
Growth” smear is simply a tactic to implant visions of financial
ruin in the voter’s mind. If you don’t have the support of devel-
opers and special interest groups, you likely will not have the
money to compete with the incumbents who do, and they all do.

— Are you brave enough to fight the system ?

Ventura’s “at large” representation system ensures neighbor-
hoods will not have a voice, as they would with District repre-
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Although Morse does contain some skatepark
facilities, it consists only of 3 small on grade
skating elements, not the specialized in ground
skatepark Ojai is getting. Additionally, Geo-
con lists Vallejo (Wardlaw) and Escondido
(all wood) on their submitted bid. These parks
were contracted in 2005, before Geocon Engi-
neering, Inc. was incorporated so Geocon was
neither the prime contractor nor the subcon-
tractor on those projects.

Ojai had required a “List of [licensed] Sub-
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contractors” from those submitting, in order
to qualify their bids. Geocon has stated they
would hire no-“none” (as noted on their official
bid) sub-contractors; but would qualify their
own “employees.”

Geocon president George Zadrozny, had
listed a Wally Hollyday as his number “1.”
Geocon employee, of “Shotcrete Personnel”
(The critical process requiring licensing, by
which the concrete is applied).

The VIEW phoned Mr. Hollyday to find
out if he was in fact Geocon’s number “1.”
employee and/or a licensed contractor. He said
he was neither an employee of Geocon, or a li-
censed Shotcreter, but was in fact a “designer”

(who had actually and originally co-founded the
other bidder, California Skateparks, but as a
Designer/business owner, not a contractor).
Hollyday said, “I’ve got my own thing goin’
on..... I just didn’t want him [George Zadrozny-
Geocon] using my name to get the job, so | don’t
know whatever happened with it.... 1 kind of left
him hanging a little bit. He was looking for me
to qualify for Shotcrete, and then | wouldn’t do
that.... yeah shoot the Shotcrete. 1 just try and
stay more involved in my own designs. | may
end up being up there working on it, but uh....
I’m not supplying any guarantees that I’ll be
there doing it.... | got tired of people calling me
up and bugging me about a job that.... you know
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I wasn’t really going to be able to do.”
EPOLOGUE: Ojai’s Building Dept. has again
shelved the question of skatepark contractor selec-
tion indefinitely or..... until city attorney, Monte
Widders spends more time, studying bids, submit-
ted bids, etc., etc.... And so, of the 4 submitted bids,
California Skateparks appears to be the lowest
responsive and responsible bidder and thus quali-
fied to do the job.
The current “Ojai Skate Park - Project Timeline”
(see city website at www.ci.ojai.ca.us) had projected
the Ojai Skatepark “Construction Phase” was to
commence Feb. 2 and be completed by mid sum-
mer, or July 23. Construction has not yet begun.
—Joel Anderson
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sentation. Council candidates must raise much larger amounts
of money to cover marketing costs to the entire city rather than
sections, so the little guy cannot compete without a large war
chest. The City Council members claim they represent all the
people in an “at large” system. They, however, jump in and
fight like tigers to defeat any citizens’ initiatives opposed by the
Developers Coalition. If they represent all of the voters, how
can they oppose half of them? The lack of an elected mayor also
contributes to their lack of accountability. Changing this unac-
countable form of government would require a change in the
City Charter or an initiative, which would likely be fought by
the Developers Coalition.

— Are you brave enough to take on reform ?

In Ventura, unions and special interest groups determine elec-
tion outcomes. This is because the elections, costing taxpayers
extra, are held in “off years” to keep the voter turnout low. Dur-
ing Presidential or Governor elections, turnout would much
higher. This system ensures that mainly those who will directly
benefit are the ones who show up to determine the outcome.

Then there is the sacred cow of pension reform, if you dare
to address that. Over half of Ventura’s work force commutes
and the rest mostly work for or rely on the largesse of the
government. \Why are there no Amgens in Ventura? Why is
Ventura known to be “business unfriendly?” It’s a company
town, where the company is the government and those in power
like it that way.

— Do you support the continuing growth of big government ?

Development finances that growth by creating more property
taxes. Because property taxes pay the freight, there is constant
pressure for City Hall to develop in lock-step with the Develop-
ers’ Coalition. There’s only so much blood they can get out of
the same old turnips so they must plant new ones.

The “New Urbanists”, who control Ventura’s City Hall,
blew it during the last economic boom by trying to force
developers to use New Urbanist principles (think overcrowded
living in massive cookie cutter buildings and miles of paving
justified as eco-savvy). Developers lost valuable time guess-
ing what the city wanted, and by the time everyone figured it
out, the economic boom was over and many projects went bust.

Cow Town Bumpkin

R. ELLIS SMITH
Lofty Ambitions ???

Ihad heard from a number of

citizens that Councilman Brian

Brennan, Ventura’s number one
official ecologist and beach saver has
made a pact with his good ol’ buddy
Steve Bennett. Now Mr. Bennett,
it is told, wants to make a run for
Louis Capps Congressional job and
he is prepping Mr. Brennan for a position on the Ventura
County Supervisors bench, his seat to be exact.

As the story goes Mr. Brennan has taken an office near
the Ventura County Center so that Mr. Bennett can
school him at close range. As a matter of fact, the story
goes on to say that the reason that Mr. Brennan ran for
Ventura City Council last time (under Mr. Bennett’s sug-
gestion) was to remain in the public view in order for Mr.
Bennett to better place him in the Supervisors position.

Not really convinced of the truth of the entire story, |
e-mailed Mr. Brennan, not once, but twice. | have not
received any answer from Mr. Brennan so | am assuming
that the bulk of the rumor may be true. If so, it is apparent
that the “Good ol’ Boy’s” type of government has rapidly
spread from the Gang in the Ivory Tower,

““Corporations have been enthroned and

Pace b5

The city has done some penance by extending the
developers’ requirements to build, waiving their
fees and then blaming the whole mess on the prior
Community Development Director who had
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Your Taxes Pay Public Salaries .
“The President earns $400,000 per year, along with a °
$50,000 monthly expense account, a $100,000 non-taxable ®
travel account and $19,000 for entertainment. The most recent (e
raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill °
Clinton in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.” °
Office Annual Salaries New Dec. 7 (,
President Barack Obama (U.S.) $400,000  $400,000
Ventura County Library Director $197,605 $197,605 (°
(Jackie Griffin) °
Governor Arn. Schwarzenegger (CA.) $212,179 $173,987 e
Attorney General (CA.) $184,301 $151,127 (,
Supt. of Public Instruction (CA.) $184,301 $151,127 /o
Ojai City Attorney (Monte Widders) $239,000 $239,000
Ojai City Manager (Jere Kersnar)  $214,000 $214,000 (°
Ojai Unified School District Supt. ~ $170,000 $170,000 )e
Controller (CA.) $169,743 $139,189 \e
Treasurer (CA.) $169,743 $139,189 (,
Insurance Commissioner (CA.) $169,743  $139,189
Lieutenant Governor (CA.) $159,134  $130,490 °
Secretary of State (CA.) $159,134 $130,490 /e
Members, Board of Equal. (CA.) $159,134 $130,490 e
Speaker of the Assy. & Pres. Pro Tem °
of the Senate (CA.) $133,639  $109,584 )
Minority Floor Leader (CA.) $133,639  $109,584
Majority Floor Leader $124,923  $102,437 (*
Second Ranking Minor. Leader (CA.) $124,923 $102,437 )e
All Legislators (CA.) $116,208  $ 95,281 °
[ ]

jumped ship.

— Do you dare to support an initiative that could moderate
development ?

It (and you) will be viciously smeared by the Developers’ Co-
alition, as we saw during recent elections in Oxnard, Ventura
and Santa Barbara. The big smear money comes primarily
from out-of-town developers and their paid lobbyists who also
finance the campaigns of the City Council incumbents.

In Ventura, the recently appointed (not elected) mayor, Bill
Fulton, spearheaded the effective smear campaign against
Measure B. His company is in the development planning
business. Passage of B would have set in motion the writ-
ing of a view ordinance to be voted upon after it was written.
Unlike other coastal cities, Ventura has no view protection
ordinance, and the Developers’ Coalition is determined to keep
it that way. Views taken from the public for new commuter
high-rises promise big profits. The largest collective donors
to Mr. Fulton’s smear campaign were Los Angeles develop-
ers Ashkar, Casden, Decurion (c/o of Robertson Properties)
and of course, their paid lobbyists. Watch to see which council
members approve their projects.

Sole support, on the City Council, for the view writing
measure came from native Venturan, Jim Monahan. He loves
development, but trusted the people to have a vote on its size.
Not to be allowed, say the New Urbanists and Mr. Fulton, who
are coalesced with the out-of-town developer interests and insist
they know what is best for us (Translation: the most profitable,
unhealthy and extreme density disguised as ‘eco-ness’).

OJal PROVIDES THE SOLUTION

Wise Ojai leaders figured it all out. They smartly stepped
out of the food-fight between the Developers’ Coalition and
the neighborhoods and formed the Ojai Valley Legal Defense
Fund to protect their quality of life through the courts. There
are laws that provide protections from over-building our
environment and over-taxing our resources. A local developer
replied when I asked him why his project was cancelled, “The
neighbors ‘lawyered up’ and that changed the whole conversa-
tion.” Increasingly, citizens’ trust is in short supply.

Reactions are extreme on both sides and the city’s no longer
hidden agenda has erased what trust there may have been. The
developers and their ancillary dependents see development as
a survival issue, which in this economy, trumps quality of life
issues. There is no room for reasonable dialogue when one’s

turf is a head-banging and expensive experience, since the city
has the advantage of access to our tax dollars. The neighbor-
hoods need to follow Qjai and move the bargaining table to the
courts to ensure legal protections for the existing community.

As Americans, we have a responsibility to question govern-
ment and dissent without fear of retaliation. So, get informed,
question and spread the word. Watch the Council meetings,
in Ventura on Channel 15. Attend on the first Monday of
each month at City Hall at 6pm at 501 Poli. All citizens are
allowed to question or speak on any subject for three minutes
to the council on first Mondays. Go to the city’s website at
www.cityofventura.net and click on Public Meetings then City
Council to see what’s on the agenda for the next Monday night.
You can also address the council on an agenda item on the night
they discuss it. The Council’s minds may already be made
up, and what you say may not move them. However, there are
about 20,000 people watching at home who deserve to hear
more than one point of view.

— Is there any reward for running a losing campaign for
office?

What you will feel most is gratitude for all the help that your
supporters put forth. There is no way | could have managed
without the caring and support of an amazing group of Ventura
patriots who continually inspired me. There is also always that
good feeling that comes from trying to help people who felt shut
out of the process because they were not being heard. If you
are an experiential learner, this journey provides a bonanza of
education. A lifelong reward, however, is in the joy of meeting
so many wonderful people whose values you share and who
often will make very special lifelong friends.

We all have a responsibility to stay informed, speak out and
speak the truth. Maybe now, I’ll go to law school to prepare for
the challenge of creating an even playing field and expanding
the conversation.

Camille Harris was a candidate for Ventura City Council in
last November’s election. She was the proponent for Measure B
and is the founder of Ventura Citizens Organization for Respon-
sible Development (VCORD - www.vcord.org). The organiza-
tion had to sue the City of Ventura to force them to count the
signatures on the petitions for the ballot measure.

She can be reached at Camille@camilleharris.com

survival is at stake. Collabora-
tion goes out the window.

— So, what can one do to
make a difference?

Fighting City Hall on its own
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across town, to the Polished Bench of the
Ventura County Supervisors.

Now this whole thing may be a study
in futility because | don’t really think that
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