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T — Dick Lynch
his Town must be rollin’ in dough.
Congratulations to Wayne Bruce and
the Tennis people, 110 years, great job. Extra
special thanks for gettin’ the Tennis Courts
fixed up. Must have been without City help.
‘What a shame the CITY continues to be worse
than the Keystone Cops. Why are we diggin’
up the entrance to Ojai Valley Inn Thursday
the first day of the Tennis LONG weekend?
The water pipes are almost as old as the match.
‘Why, what would ever possess the City to
allow anyone to stop traffic (Tourists from
spending money) during this event? What’s
happening next week? NOTHING. Why not
wait until its over. We are having pretty good
weather, why ruin someone’s weekend by
road construction. I thought we were spend-
ing something like over $150,000 plus to get
Tourists here and show them, what, ROAD
CONSTRUCTION? We need new manage-
ment of the city. Someone that can look at a
Calendar and see that this time of year, every
year except the first decade of last century,
this town had the “ OJAI”. Not sure if the
management can’t read, can’t plan or just don’t
care; this has to stop. We’ve been gettin’
nothing buy FAST TALK and Low or

No performance. The last city manager didn’t get
things done all that fast (4rcade project) and we
ran out of money.

Now Nothing is happening including a Roof at
City Hall and we’re out of money. It’s pretty clear
if the Council can’t make the changes neces-
sary, the City Council needs to be changed. It’s
beyond ridiculous what is happening. Ask the two
Attomeys (running for our open city council seat)
if they will make a change of management at the
local debates, or candidate discussions or whatever
the meetings are called.

The replacement for Mr. Devito should tell us
what they plan to do, to get us out of this mess.

Joe it’s not too late to start thinkin’ about pulling
papers for the November Election.

The lights are still going out and the Trolley is
on its way out. Did anyone dream that the Trolley
spends $850,000 and brings in $35,000?

If that ratio of spending $850,000 to get $35,000
is out of control spending, get a wagon load of
this, 6 of our City Staff cost the city in excess of
$100,000 per year and 1, Twice that much. What
could they be doing in such a small town for that
kind of money, WHAT?

Well we are getting SNORKED again, just read
the City Budget, 85 pages for a 7 million dollar

Lights Out Continued, Page 4...

CONVICTED

The People of the State of

California, Plaintiff
vs.

Sheldon Brown, Defendant

PC.490.7 (B)(A) Unlawfully
Taking More Than 25 Cop-
ies of a Free or Compli-
mentary Newspaper with
Intent to Harm Competitor

Shellden s S-Od oo

RUEGRIW;

www.YouTube.com/OVVtaView

U.S. Constitution

First Amendment
For Those Who May
be Forgetting....

Congress shall make
no law respectlrzg an

establishment of reli-
ion, or prohibiting the
ree exercise thereof;
or abridging the free-
dom of speéch, or of the
ress; or the rignt of
the people peaceably
to assemble, and to
petition the govern-
ment for a redress
of grievances.

NEWSPAPERMW/ARS,

Breeze Publisher
Sheldon “L.A.” Brown
Convicted of Theft

heldon Brown, editor, publisher, and
“chief bottle washer” of the Ventura
Breeze was convicted April 2 in Ventura
Superior Court of the Oct. 17, 2009
Criminal Theft of The Ojai and Ventura
VIEW.

Brown’s noted disingenuous “apolo-
gies” and rationalizations didn’t wash
with the DA or the court either as he
received his sentence. I honestly think
Sheldon is “sorry” but he is only sorry that
he got caught. His pleas for sympathy
were thinly disguised veils for his true
unmaskable nature.

The people that Sheldon was hurting
are the Advertisers of the VIEW, and as
a “newspaperman’ Sheldon should un-
derstand this, and know that he’s hurt the
VIEW advertisers. Now he has the nerve
to Target the same Merchants, who his
selfish actions have damaged.

Is this the kind of person you
would want to advertise with ?

And so, as any law enforcement
officer will tell you, Sheldon’s
thievery, attempted censor-
ship, subsequent lies to try
to mislead, his cap-in-hand
pleas to Ventura city officials
(apra-pro pals & part of his stable g
friend-in-hand politicians, regular Breeze
propaganda ‘columnists’— so an outlaw
publisher for ‘outlaw’politicians...) still,
this was no match for the solid surveil-
lance video (at left) evidence of his unsuc-
cessful chicanery, trickery, foolery and
thievery. Sheldon still owes The VIEW
$140 for the 70 copies of the VIEW he
stole, despite his own Oct. 27, 2009 email
in which he promises, “/ would be happy
to ﬁpay for these papers if you will tell me
where to send a check.”

For Sheldon, #e Ojac &Tentuna VIEW,
P.O. Box 1824, Ojai, CA 93024, just as
it has always been published in the VIEW
box at right. Let the healing begin.

— editor

(F*xc:.us:vz
OURTHOUSE
INTERVIEW.
B AGENZ
“Sure there are dishonest
men in local government. But
there are dishonest men in

national government too.”
- Richard M. Nixon

by Roslyn Hammer

y father could fix anything. Of
course, he needed a staff of three
or four to assist him.

“Get me my wrench,” he would bellow
while under the clothes dryer. My mother
and we girls would stop what we were
doing and begin the search.

“Shit,” he would scream, ““ I need my
wrench!”

Finally, after ten minutes of intense
searching, he would holler, “Never mind,
I got it right here.” The search would
stop and we would all go back to our
respective endeavors - at least for a few
minutes.

“Bring me my box of screws,” the next
command would issue forth. We would
all look at each other. “What box of
screws?” However, a second search party
would be dispatched.

After an hour or so the job would be
completed. My father would announce,
“Finished!” We would breathe a sigh
of relief, and we would be called in for
instructions, about how to treat the newly
restored clothes dryer.

The one problem my father had was
that he had no aesthetic value. The dryer,

Mr. Fix it Continued, Page 22...

GCOIRCRIMIESZ
Ventura County
We Tip Hotline ,
1-800-222-Tips|i

Dapee, Goady Readding, |

© 05, Joet A.

LETTER =

DEAR HOMEWRECKER

— Dor Matt
Excuse me if I ramble and go all over
the map in this letter, but I am sure
you will understand from the place of
turmoil and great pain it is written.

After fighting to survive such betrayal,
and heartbreak with my amazing children,
my thoughts crash into each other, never
to make sense. How did this happen to
us? How do we deserve such disrespect
and embarrassment and shame? Be-
cause you don’t have a heart or soul or
conscience, you don’t understand the gut
wrenching pain as you picture the woman
you loved and gave all to with another

Homewrecker Continued, Page 21...

Have I ActedIn A

Cowardly Manner?

By Larry Naron

e all like to think our actions are
righteous and we strive to do the right
thing. This is something which is
intrinsic to how we view ourselves. If we
believe things are wrong and we refuse to act
what does that say of our character?

It really does not matter if we have become
jaded and don’t believe our efforts will be
rewarded. Sometimes the reward must be
in fighting the good fight and standing up to
tyranny and repression wherever it rears it’s

Fighting Tyranny Continued, Page 18...

www.QjaiandVenturaVIEW.com
Keep Smiiling ! |
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Editorial Policy

The Ojai & Ventura VIEW is FREE, owned by
Stealthkat Publications, edited, and written by
contributors, Printed by Western Web, 15,000
distributed in the Ojai & Ventura Gold Coast
Region. Views in the VIEW do not necessar-
ily reflect those of the editorial board, local
government, corporations, advertisers or other
dependent entities. Requests for news or fea-
ture coverage, or concerns about editorial or
advertising content should be addressed to the
editor. Sole responsibility for content of The
Ojai & Ventura VIEw rests with the ViEw Edi-
tor and Editorial Board. ViEw graphic/content
is copyrighted by Stealthkat Publications.
After publication in the ViEw, the copyright of
all written, visual and artistic material reverts
back to the author, photographer, artist or
advertiser, special agreements notwithstanding.
Distribution

Limit: One Copy Per Reader.

The ViEw may be distributed by authorized
personnel/distributors only.

No person, without the permission of the
publisher of the ViEw, may take more than one
copy of each View issue unless $2 is paid to the
Publisher for each issue.
For further information, contact:

circulation@Qjaiand VenturaView.com
Letters & Submissions
Letters to the Editor & Submissions must be
signed. Multiple publication submissions are
discouraged. All letters must include name,
address, and accessible phone number clearly
printed. Names may be withheld, but not al-
ways, upon request. Libel will not be printed.
All correspondence should be directed to:

the Ojac & Yeutura VIEW
P.O. Box 1824, Ojai, CA 93024
editor @QOjaiand VenturaView.com

Phone info: 805/640-8439 (640-VIEW)
Advertising
Advertising inquiries should be directed to:

the Oac & Veutuna View
advertise@Qjaiand VenturaView.com

‘We Reserve the Right to Refuse Any Advertising.

www.Qjaiand VenturaView.com

© 2010, Dor Matt
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LETTER ~ One Letter

Makes A Difference

Dear Editor — Linda Potter

ne single letter can and did make a

big difference. 1 wrote a letter con-

cerning the safety issues of one
piece of play equipment at the Oak View
Resource Center. Within a couple of
days of publication a wonderful lady
appeared at my door. Barbara Ken-
nedy, the site director, took time from
her tremendous schedule to visit me at
my home and explain to me the work-
ings of the Oak View Resource Center.
And today I can say the play pad on one
jungle gym is now corrected and safe
! This was not a huge issue. It was not
a life and death situation. It was just
an observation from ONE grandmother
who visits the center every day with her
grandchildren. I applaud the Resource
Center AND the very busy Boys and
Girls Club for acting so quickly and effi-
ciently to correct this little issue. It goes
to show you, one letter or one phone call
from one person can make a difference.
Thank you Barbara and crew again and

again. — Linda Potter, Oak View

Wy Ventura co
Tte Brobe Capitol
of the World 7

Who’s Money is It Anyway ?

The City of Ventura lost $10 Mil-
lion Dollars 2 years ago (well before
the recent economic crash), through
their ambitious high-risk investment
plan; having placed precious taxpayer
dollars with Bear Stearns (BS)

private assets, which went belly %
up in the JP Morgan fiasco. This (r;-)
reduced Ventura’s get-rich-quick- &
scheme to pie-in-the-sky. Most

cities invest their cash assets in highly
safe Treasury instruments and other
government-backed securities.

VIEW Detailed Financial Analysis
Go To: www.ojaiandventuraview.

com/OVVtaArt/TheRoseVol. 1Issuel
WebStealthkatGraphics.pdf

City Progress: The
Kiss Off ~ Sweeping
it Under the Rug

From: “Cole, Rick” <rcole@
ci.ventura.ca.us>

Date: Thu, 15 Apr 2010 17:39:28
-0700 (PDT)

To: Wendy Halderman <whalder-
man@earthlink.net>

[and almost everybody in the world...]
Subject: Re: Wright Library update
Wendy [Halderman]:

I’m not sure this back and forth is
making much progress. I think the
key here is your view that Wright is
required to remain open “under any
circumstances.” While I admire your

Send your Letters
editor@ojaiandventuraview.com

multiple publication
submissions discouraged

“Do not let spacious plans for a

new world divert your energies

from saving what is left of the old.”
— Winston Churchill

passion, all of us in government (and
business for that matter) must deal
with the changed circumstances of the
worst economic downturn in 70 years.
Living within our means requires
hard choices. Not everyone is going
to agree with those choices and every
choice is going to be questioned. I
think that comes with the territory.

As Winston Churchill said in simi-
lar adverse circumstances, “I do not
resent criticism, even when, for the
sake of emphasis, it parts for the time

with reality.”
All the best, Rick Cole
City Manager, City of Ventura

Pt.1II Coming Back

by Art Isgur

In the first installment of this series we
learned that budget deficits are neither
good nor bad in themselves. Deficits are
just borrowed money. A deficit may be
‘bad’ if most of the money is used to lower
taxes on those people that already have
more money to use than they can possibly
spend. The very same deficit is ‘good” if
the money is put into productive use, en-
couraging greater consumer spending and
lowering production costs, etc.

To help America come back from the
grips of this Great Recession we face
daunting challenges. Today we will deal

Pt. II Coming Back Continued, Page §...

PRESS RELEASE
Ventura County Area
Agency on Aging

\ N }hen the body (which is mostly

water) comes in contact with an
electrical current, such as lightning or a
plugged-in appliance, it causes an electri-
cal shock. The amount of current and
length of contact can cause minor pain,
serious injury, or death. An electrical
shock can also happen when current with
water that a person is sitting or standing
in. Plugged-in electrical appliances, such
as hair dryers and razors, can fall from a
sink into bathtubs and cause shock.

If an electrical shock occurs to a person
you are near: 1) Turn off the power first.
Don’t touch live wires with your bare
hands or you will be shocked also. 2) Call
911. Avoid moving a person if it isn’t
urgent. 3) Go to a doctor or hospital right
away. Shock can cause organ damage
even if a burn is not visible.

To help prevent an electrical shock,
unplug small appliances when not in use
around bathtubs, sinks and pools, and
make sure no cords have exposed wires.

For more info,
aaa.countyofventura.org
California Senior HELPLINE
1-800-510-2020

American

Red Cross
of Ventura County

“Don’t Tell Me Who I am... Let me guess !”

The Search for Meaning

his article is dedicated to my friend Suc-
cino, who is having a book - signing Saturday
May 8th, 2pm at Studio G, 403 N. Ventura in
Downtown Ojai.

Succino has had many incarnations in this life
including but not limited to being a family man, a so-
cial activist, a craftsman, a horse-racing aficionado,
a Buddhist monk, an attendant in a Christian Monas-
tery, a student at Oxford University, a psychothera-
pist, a painter, a servant in the library and a continuous writer. His
book ‘Walking Between Trees’is a page turner based on life experi-
ence and his relentless search for meaning, soul and wisdom.

There are many different schools in modern psychology. Some only
address behavior which can be observed and converted into statistical
models, others work with mental thoughts and cognition which can be
reprogrammed and the medical version deals with biochemical imbal-
ances which can be medicated. All are significant and can be helpful,
but none address the most profound need of modern men and women,
namely, to render our journey through life meaningful (James Hol-
lis). From this perspective neurosis is defined as the suffering of a_
soul which has not discovered its meaning. Some say the goal of life
is happiness, the pursuit of which was advocated by our ancestors who
wrote the Constitution, but I’ve never known anyone who can access
happiness through will power alone. It makes more sense to me to
consciously search for meaning in one’s life. This search is instinctive,
we can’t help but seek it because we seem to be the only species who
are struck with knowing the difference between how things are and
how things ought to be. When we become neurotic or addicted, we
run away from the unbearable weight of meaninglessness. We worship
false gods by concretizing the divine into outer objects like matter in
food, spirit in alcohol, power in money, femininity in fashion, mascu-
linity in football ... they do not feed our souls ... “a sense of emptiness
gnaws, as the weight of material objects threaten to bury us in our own
garbage (Marion Woodman).”

Check Out My Website/blog:
www.DrPeterMilhado.com

Psychological symptoms are an expression of a desire for healing.
In actuality, symptoms are signs of grace, if we will only listen. Rath-
er than repress them, we must understand them. There are some de-
pressions that should not be cured right away as they are requests to go
“down and in” and not “up and out”. If life has been lived too super-
ficially, there is a need for greater depth and the patient is requested to
turn inward and find wisdom in his or her soul, which is the only place
where it can be found. The sufferings of this kind of depression are
pangs of birth as new parts of our individual soul are brought to light
out of darkness. It is often in the swamplands of our psyche where
we find dignity and purpose. Of course in order to do the inner work
we have to be still and bear the anxiety of solitude. Eventually new
horizons will open and finally we will be independent of the opinions
of others and have the inner authority of our own truth.

Popular “culture” will fight us all the way as our modern propaganda
mills like Television, Hollywood, Madison Avenue are proponents
of distraction and divertissement, whose purpose is the avoidance of
solitude. No wonder most people avoid the inner journey or project
salvation on to gurus. Going upstream is not for the spiritually weak-
kneed. As therapists we’re struggling fellow pilgrims, who know what
it’s like to barely hang on by our fingernails, and who practice the craft
and art of midwifery.

At best, we help people connect to their own inner authority and

soulful wisdom. No one knows the meaning of life for someone else.
Love to Mother Meera. One for all and all for one.
PETER RUDOLF MILHADO, PH.D.
Lic #MFT14142
37 Years Experience
drpetermilhado@gmail.com ° (805) 640-1810
Blog: www.DrPeterMilhado.com
Extensive Experience With Folks Over Forty
and Artists In All Creative Fields
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Lights Out Continued From Page Two...

budget, unreal. How about 85 pages of accomplishments??
How about a recap of projects completed, problems solved and
upcoming plans for this Zitfle Hovel.

Just what date will we have a Trolley shelter at Vons? Just
what date will we start on the rest of the roads for repair? What
date will the Water Report Monte said hadn’t been done (/e
said 5 years more like 10)? be complete?

‘When will Golden State Stick-up (Golden State Water-
GSW) give the city the Water Report? What do we spend City
time on? If Jere the City Manager had done his cost cutting
earlier the CITY would have had all the money it needed to
repair Libby Bowl!

Wait until you see the final budget NO Administrative Salary
Reductions! Ventura took 10 percent for the City Attorney
and City Manager. We’re taking NO reductions! Mr. Kaplan
spoke of the outrageous income of the Two top administrators
(one contracted) received.

They must be taking the lead from QOUSD, less students,
smaller budget, bigger salaries for administrators! That’s
why Jonnie can’t add, because it just doesn t add up. The City
Manager is in the process of getting rid of all outside contrac-
tors. Why not with the Biggest cost? The City Attorney’s
Office $500,000 plus, the City Manager and a full 10 percent
of the entire city budget is spent, that should be less than half
of what is is now!!! What is wrong with the City Council that
will allow $500,000 to be spent of Figg, Bigg and Monte for
the RDA, (what is an RDA anyhow? Who is redeveloping
who ?) The Housing element and run of the mill issues. Why
haven’t we HIRED our own City Attorney at a 2/3 cost sav-
ings? That savings could have been used to save Libby Bowl.
Call the Council and ask them why, and demand they sharpen
our financial pencil. As Brett said in one of his final editorials
we FIRED our last City Manager when the Budget got out of
whack, just look at it now.

The other shoe is about to drop. Ask the Mayor just how we
can have such excessive salaries with declining revenues? If we
are having trouble paying the bills now wait until next year when
ALL the 100 week unemployment checks run out? Cut the
Staff Salaries for those that have a City Expense in EXCESS
of $100,000, Hire a City Attorney and stop paying endless At-
torneys to tell us we need to have a 4 story building to house our
affordable project, and get a Sales Tax or Bond issued to assure
the completion of Libby Bowl.

Qjai has lost something, the Sparkle, the Feeling, that special
Ambiance of a few years ago. If this City Council lets the
Libby Bowl Project fail it will be one of the final Nails in the
Coffin for Ojai. If they are so Malfeasant as to fail in THIS
endeavor, it will bring a BLIGHT to this town. And since we
like to offer Naming Rights 1 will offer my 2 cents for the right
to rename Ojai .... to BLIGHT, it will be fitting.

Hang ‘em High ! —Dick Lynch

"
Oja1 CiTy ATTORNEY
How Mucu DokEs VIonTE VIAKE ?
WuaTt Have You DoONE

FoR YOURSELF LATELY ?
Retainer -------------------omeomoeo- $33,000

General Consulting ------------ $83,750
Furchtenicht vs. Widders-----$25,000
Baugher-----------------ocommemeeen 380
Cheverje---------=======-mmmmmenen $ 5,610
Gurwich------=====-mmmmmmmmeee $ 45
St. George AsSOC.--------------- $ 135
Mark Hatton-----------=-=-=-=----- $ 850
Jerome Landfield Citation----$ 1,000
Contract Draft Matters-------- $ 6,000
Skate Park Project--------------- $ 3,000
Libbey Bowl Project------------- $ 4,000
Stop the Trucks Coalition----$ 6,500
Smart Start Permit-------------- $ 5,610
Housing Element---------------- $ 6,750
Cultural Heritage Program-- $ 30
Other Legal Fees/Conting.--$ 2,380
Formula Retail Business------ $ 1,215
Sign Ordinance--------------=---- $ 75

Total Payment to
Monte Widders, Ojai $182,270

City Attorney - 2008/2009 Fiscal Year
Source: Ojai City Hall
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Oja1 City MIANAGER
How MucH DoEs JERE MaKE ?
' Whaatr Have You DoNE
FoR YOURSELF LATELY ?

Annual Salary-------------------- $141,498
Administrative Leave Pay---$ 2,307
Holiday Payout------------------ $ 6,921
Vacation Payout----------------- $ 9,228
Car Allowance Payout-------- $ 2,400
Deferred Compensation-----$ 900
Housing Allowance Payout- 6,000
Medicare Payout---------------- 2,428
Social Security Match Pay---$ 5,952
Retirement Payout------------- $ 24,260
Special Project Pazout ———————— $ 11,086
Dental Insurance Payout---- $ 592
Health Insurance Payout----$ 9,699
Vision Insurance Payout-----$ 132
Deferred Compensation-----$ 900
State Unemployment Tax---$ 175
Total Payment to $224,47 8

Jere Kersnar, Ojai
City Manager - 2008/2009 Fiscal Year

Mina Goes to

Washington

by Mina French

President Barak Obama was signing the health care
b

Press Release

Ojai Valley Democratic Club Endorses
Len Klaif for City Council

rIl:e Ojai Valley Demo-
cratic Club held an
all members meeting and
announced the vote to
endorse Ojai City Council
candidate Leonard Klaif
in the special June special
election. The organization
recently hosted a Candi-
date Forum with Paul
Blatz and Len Klaif.
According to club Presi-
dent Sean Keenan, “The
Len Klaif at the Mar. 22 Forum. Ojai Democratic Club
believes Len Klaif has demonstrated his commitment by
attending numerous City Council meetings and stand-
ing up for the issues that are important to the citizens of
Ojai. As an involved Ojai resident, Len has stood before
the Ojai City Council against developers that wanted

to make a fast buck by building in our open spaces or
tearing down affordable housing to build more million
dollar condos. He has stood beside the Skate Ojai group
in their struggle with the city to build the skate park.

Mr. Klaif flew to Boston to learn what other cities are
doing to prevent chain and formula retail and restaurant
businesses from destroying their local, independent busi-
nesses. Upon returning to Ojai he headed up Citizen(s)
for a Chain Free Ojai that resulted in the creation of
Ojai’s Formula Business Ordinance. He is a member
of the Ojai Valley Green Coalition and traveled on his
own initiative to Santa Maria to speak before the Santa
Barbara County Supervisors against gravel trucks com-
ing through Ojai”.

Keenan goes on to say “Further, his commitment
to champion causes that the club cares about like the
Golden State Water Company rate hike along with his
experience as an attorney qualify him to understand the
legal choices that will influence the future of Ojai. When
you find someone with such passion, commitment and
qualifications as Len Klaif running to be elected as a
member of Ojai’s City Council, we recommend voting
for him.”

The Ojai Valley Democratic Club is an active group
in Ojai. They accept members from all political affilia-
tions that share the same goals. To learn more, visit their
web site www.OjaiDemocrats.org. A video of the Candi-
date Forum will be posted on that web site.

ill while I was standing
on the lawn of the White
House looking at all the
snipers dressed in black with
sharp shooters in aim posi-
tion on the roof of the White
House.

Then, I was in the pres-
ence of the death beds of
two great presidents; George
Washington’s at his massive
residence at Mount Vernon
and Abraham Lincoln’s at
the small narrow hotel across
the street from the Ford
Theatre where he had been
assassinated. Not a hair had
been moved since that tragic
time in American history.

The U.S. colors were there.

Why I am voting for
Len Klaif for Ojai City Council

Every time I have come to a City Council meeting to voice
my concern about an issue, Len Klaif has been there. He has
been well prepared and has given a much better presentation
than I, and always supported those things I believe in. This
includes concerns about chain stores in Ojai, the budget, the
Skate Park, the housing element, the City Manager opening
mail directed to council members, and the Ojai Valley Inn
living up to their promise to build affordable housing for their
employees. He has not done this for political reasons or ego,
but because it’s the right thing to do, the same reason I was

April 2010 < Issue 25

Press Release
Paul Blatz for Ojai City Council 2010

Paul Blatz, candidate
for the June 8th Ojai
City Council Election,
is pleased to announce
that he will be holding a
“Meet Your Candidate”
event starting at 6 pm on
Wednesday, April 28th at
Bad Wolf BBQ (Formerly
O-Time), 100 E. El Roblar
Dr., Meiners Oaks, CA
93023. This event is open
to the public and refresh-
ments will be offered. Paul Blatz at the Mar. 22 Forum.
The “Meet Your Candidate” event will be a unique
opportunity for citizens of Qjai to sit down with Paul
Blatz in an informal setting and discuss the issues that
are affecting our valley. Anyone is welcome to come,
so please feel free to bring your friends and family. For
more information, please call Paul Blatz for Ojai City
Council at (805) 646-1314.

Oja1 DIR. oF RECREATION
How MucH DoEs DaLe MaxkEe ?

| Wuatr Have You DoNE
FoR YOURSELF LATELY ?

Annual Salary-------------------- $ 77,682
Jury Duty---------------ssoemmeeoo $ 2,109
Administrative Leave--------- $ 1,225
Holiday Payout------------------ $ 3,374
Vacation Payout---------------- $ 1,805
Holiday Payout------------------ $ 401
Car Allowance Payout-------- $ 2,400
Deferred Compensation-----$ 900
Retro-Pay Payout--------------- $ 803
Wellness Benefit Payout----- $ 45
Wellness Benefit Payout----- $ 135
Life Insurance Payout--------- $ 97
Vision Insurance Payout-----$ 132

State Unemployment Tax---$

Total Payment to Dale $ 122 ,92 8
Sumersille, Director of Recreation,
Ojai Recreation Department -
200872009 Fiscal Year

Press Release 4/15

More Planning: Skate Park Update

From: sumersille@ci.ojai.ca.us
Subject: Skate Park Update
Date: April 15,2010 1:26:45 PM PDT
Skate Park update:

* The City Council authorized staff to re-bid the project on
March 23; bids are now being accepted and are due to be opened
April 28 at 11:00 am.

* The Arts Commission approved the public art work and de-
sign which was donated by Ted Gall at their March 18 meeting.

* The City Council adopted the Skate Park rules, municipal
code and ordinance at the April 13 meeting, thereby completing
the administrative timeline for the stake park project.

* The City Council will consider award of bid at the May 11
City Council meeting

* The Skate Park is still closed for repairs.
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—Dale J
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www.YouTube.com/OVVtaView

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL|

Your Taxes Pay Public Salaries

““The President earns $400,000 per year, along with a
350,000 monthly expense account, a $100,000 non-taxable
travel account and $19,000 for entertainment. The most recent
raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill

Clinton in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.”

Office

President Barack Obama (U.S.)
Ventura County Library Director

Annual Salaries New Dec. 7
$400,000 $400,000
$197,605 $197,605

(Jackie Griffin)
Governor Arn. Schwarzenegger (CA.) $212,179

Attorney General (CA.) $184,301 $151,127
Supt. of Public Instruction (CA.) $184,301 $151,127
Ojai City Attorney (Monte Widders) $182,270 $182,270
Ojai City Manager (Jere Kersnar) — $224,478  $224,478
Ojai Unified School District Supt.  $170,000 $170,000
Controller (CA.) $169,743 $139,189
Treasurer (CA.) $169,743 $139,189
Insurance Commissioner (CA.) $169,743  $139,189
Lieutenant Governor (CA.) $159,134 $130,490
Secretary of State (CA.) $159,134 $130,490
Members, Board of Equal. (CA.) $159,134 $130,490
Speaker of the Assy. & Pres. Pro Tem

of the Senate (CA.) $133,639  $109,584
Minority Floor Leader (CA.) $133,639  $109,584
Majority Floor Leader $124,923  $102,437
Second Ranking Minor. Leader (CA.) $124,923  $102,437
All Legislators (CA.) $116,208  $ 95,281

$173,987

SKATEBOARDER

ipril 29

photo © 2010, Joel Anderson

At the Mar. 22 Ojai City Council Candidates
Forum - Ojai Councilmember Carol Smith

the community.

The eight questions will be

Chamber: Candidates Forum

Iha special election June 8, Paul Blatz and Lenny

Klaif, two local attorneys, will vie for the Ojai City

Council seat previously held by Joe DeVito.

323 Wl Why do they want the job? Are they qualified for the
job? What do they perceive the job to be?

These questions, and a number of others of equal import, will be posed
to the two candidates at the Ojai Valley Chamber of Commerce Can-
didates’ Forum, Thurs, April 29, Soule Park Golf Course. Public is
encouraged to attend, as well as Chamber members, evening is free.

Doors open, Spm, Forum gets underway, 5:30 runs until 7pm.
Format for the evening will revolve around the candidates being asked
eight questions, all gathered from the membership of the Chamber. Each
question is oriented toward the current business climate in Ojai, and
what impact the city council has —and should have — on that segment of

"The pale faces were great at
contriving treaties; they knew how

draped in front of the theatre
box where Lincoln sat
where was placed a photo of
George Washington. John
Wilkes Booth, the famous
Shakespearean actor, was
performing on stage - Lin-
coln had gone to the theatre
after a tough day the White
House because it was the
end of the Civil War.
Lincoln was very acces-
sible to John Wilkes Booth
as the theatre box was just
above the right stage. After

D.C. Continued, Page 10...

We are lucky to have someone like Len, with such integrity,
knowledge of issues, and a love for our City, to want to be on
our City Council. I back Len 100% because he is not a politi-
cian, and I have seen him first hand to be honest and speak the
truth from his heart.

As far as I am concerned, Len Klaif is my voice to the City

Council.
Pat MePherson

This Ad has been Paid for by Pat McPherson without the Candidates Endorsement
or Approval or Paid for by a Committee Controlled by the Candidate

p-s. also forwarding a flyer for an event at Verdugo
Skate Park this weekend — “It’s a Game of
SKATE contest, a Best Trick Contest on a flat
bar, and a Battle of the Bands. Send out your
best rippers to see if they can beat my locals.”
Dale Sumersille, Director of Recreation
City of Ojai
“We Create Community through People,
Parks & Programs”

Any Thoughts, Concerns Questions ?
Come and Visit with Ojai Councilmem-

ber Betsy Clapp, Saturday, May 15th
between 10 & 12 at Java and Joe’s

Director - 2008/2009 Fiscal Year

Continued
Page 12

(above clasping hands) heckled that Ojai’s kids divided between the two can- g jreaties. 1o
should leave Ojai if they aren’t happy with the didates randomly, with time ™ deceive. Sitting Bull
way the town is being run. As the forum turned altl‘t)h“e‘fl at thefe“d
to a discussion of city councilmember term limits, aiditional writter Court Document
Smith abruptly walked out of the room in search questions from prep arati on
of a cooler seat. Smith also serves as Chair on the the audience. h
troubled Ventura County Library Commission. Chamber CEO Lowest Price Ever
- Sontt floner. No Attorneys
Oja1 PuBLIC WORKS | ccomonger ,
How MvucH DoEes Mixke Maxe ? cﬁin?é‘ér%“r‘éf ls'yrsi'ﬁﬂimnce
' Whuar Have You DonNE 2)1}‘11 e preparation &
ng o1 cour
FoR YOURSELF LATELY ? vl moderor dob o ents
Annual Salary------------------ 5 83,945 iliendecswit | T Will
Administrative Leave--------- $ 466 | beaked Ao | Travel !
Holiday Payout------------------ $ 4,195 fouradditional
Vacation Taken Payout------ $ 3,936 uetionswere =
Sick Leave Payout-------------- $ 1,139 indidatessev. Special !
Floating Holiday Payout----- $ 932 | cral weeksago « Complete Revocable Living Trusts
Holiday Payout------------------ $ 2,330 bytheChamber | § Yith Pour Over Will, DBOA for Fin.
________ board: those ealth, Many Other Docs.
Car Allowance Payout $ 2,400 d; those - Single or Married — $450.00
Retro-Pay Payout--------------- 140 Guestions willbe + Limited Time Offer ! « Many
Medicare Pavout---------------- $ 1.394 avaiable 1o at- Other Docs so you may manage your
) Yy ) tendees at door. trust with confidence (incl. 1 transf.)
Social Security Match Pay---$ 5,959 The Chamber
Retirement Payout------------- $ 14,725 board hgs gone | (805) 272-8027 « (805) 320-7875 (cell)
Special Pro gram Payout----- 3 6,685 iﬁlﬁfg io ;Slpport hollyloveslife@yahoo.com
[ealth Insurance Payout-—--$ 12,285 @ 4o o e HOLLY A. CAMPUS, LDA #10
Life Insurance Payout--------- $ 97 date who best Legal Document Assistant
Vision Insurance Payout-----$ 132 | exemplifies the Cé);;itrye Sog ;//grit/ulrft,
h s mis- 2/31/11.
State Unem P | oyment Tax u so,t,";ltzz,;e’:? I'am not an attorney, may not give legal advice,
Total Payment to Mike $ 1 4 o . 9 3 6 The Chamber select documents, or represent you in court.
Culver, Ojai Public Works represenis the 1102 Tico Road

93023

Ojai, CA
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Wine And Roses

by Ron Rowe

he first day of spring
was March 20, which
means that summer can’t
be far behind. I have seen the
lady April bringing the daffodils,
bringing the springing grass and
sthe soft warm April rain. Oh to
:be in Ojai now that April’s here
<and whoever wakes in Qjai sees
Zsome morning unaware that the
slowest boughs and the brush-
wood sheaf, while the chaffinch
sings on the orchard bough in Ojai now.

With apologies to R.B., Saturday, April 24 is Earth Play
on the Meadow, a community Earth Day celebration, at
10 am. Join Qjai Rotary West for an Earth Walk from
Ojai Rotary Park to the Ojai Meadows Preserve. Fam-
ily fun for all ages - games, prizes etc. Call 649-6852 ext.
2 or www.ovlc.org for more information.

Lobbying appears to be recession proof. More than $3.5
billion dollars was spent lobbying the federal government
in 2009, a 5 percent increase over 2008.

China is now the world’s biggest exporter, knocking
Germany from a position it had held for decades. In 2009
China exported $1.2 trillion worth of goods, and to under-
score its global dominance China revealed it has amassed
holdings in several major U.S. companies, China has $9.8
billion stock in Citicorp, Coca-Cola, Pfizer and Apple,
plus trillions in loans to the United States government.

Bookings at luxury hotels in the U.S. are up 7.6 percent
over 2008. For the first time since 1988, U.S. imports
of oil from Saudi Arabia last year fell below $1 million
barrels a day, during the same time. Chinese imports of
Saudi oil rose above 1 billion barrels a day for the first
time.

Want to know why the U.S. has a money problem? For
starters, the Pentagon budget for 2010 is $704 billion, this
exceeds the total budget for the 48 states that are project-
ing deficits, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have cost
over $916 billion, an amount that would cover Medicare
for all, for the next 10 years. In one instance, Marines in
Afghanistan used 800,000 gallons of gas per day at an
average cost of $400 a gallon. Here in the United States,
underfunded domestic programs, such as healthcare, edu-
cation, social programs etc. continue to suffer from lack of
funds. Maybe it’s time to have a war on war?

Is healthcare better in Scotland? Limb Specialist Mal-
colm Griffiths failed to notice on four follow-up visits that
patient Patrick Morrison had two left feet. Malcolm had
fitted Patrick a false left foot when he was missing a right
foot. A spokesman for the national health service apolo-
gized, saying Mr. Griffiths skills and competencies were
found to be short of what we expected from a specialist.

Donna Simpson, age 42, weighs over 600 pounds and
has no intention of joining Weight Watchers. What she
wants is to reach a weight of 1,000 pounds that will get
into the Guinness record for being the world’s fattest
woman. She is busy eating 12,000 calories a day to gain
weight.

Want to own your own space shuttle? NASA has
reduced the price on the 70s era spaceships, from $42 mil-
lion to $28 million. Better called NASA now if interested.
Sounds like a good bargain.

Are you going to Dubai? If so, don’t kiss in public. A
British couple on holiday shared a kiss in a Dubai restau-
rant; they were immediately arrested. In court they were
sentenced to one month in jail.

It pays to be a writer. Harry Potter’s Creator, JK
Rowling banked £300 million pounds in 2009, again
making her the best paid writer in the world. Remember
the earthquake that shook Chile last month ? It moved the
entire city of Concepcion at least 10 feet west, according
to seismologists.

If you are a jogger don’t cover your ears with ear pads.
Robert Jones was jogging and wearing an iPod listening
to music. He didn’t hear the small plane that was mak-
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ing an emergency landing behind him, alas it killed him
instantly. The National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) is investigating.

Cleveland has just been named the countries most
miserable city in the U.S. by Forbes Magazine, based on
the city’s unemployment rate, taxes, weather pollution and
other criteria.

In Rahway, New Jersey it has snowed for over a month.
A family built a snow woman in their front yard, alas, it
was a naked woman. Neighbors complained, so police
ordered the family to cover her up, the family complied by
putting a green bikini top and blue sarong.

A Boston shoplifter was arrested with so much stolen
body lotion stuffed into his pants that police officers were
unable to fit him into the car. The bottom of his pants
were tied with string at the ankles. Police found eighty-six
8 ounce bottles of lotion in his pants.

Megan Barnes, age 37, was arrested for driving er-
ratically on the freeway. According to police she was
performing the art of intimate self grooming, while she op-
erated the gas pedal and the brakes. Her passenger leaned
over and steered the car. Trooper Gary Dunick said, she
was trying to shave her bikini line enroute to meet her
boyfriend.

The Turner Prize is noted for its bizarre awards. This
week its latest winning artist piece went on show at the
London Tate Gallery for three months. Artist Martin
Creeds’ creation shows runners sprinting through the gal-
lery every 30 seconds. The runners take turns dashing the
280 foot long hallway. Creed said the work is not preten-
tious because they are not pretending to run, it’s something
to look at like a painting.... no, I don’t think I will be going
to London to watch the runners’ art.

If you owe money to the IRS, better pay up; two IRS
agents showed up at a California car wash where they
hand-delivered Aaron Zeff an unpaid tax bill of four cents
from 2006. Mr. Zeff said, “I think the IRS has a problem
with their priorities.”

Wine drinkers, check out La Crema 9 Barrel Chardon-
nay 2007. At $70 it’s a big wine with fresh bold flavors
of powerful baked fruit. La Crema Pinot Noir cost $38.
This lush and ripe wine is filled with black cherry and bit-
tersweet chocolate aromas and flavors. La Crema 2007
shot made it a bright bold wine starting with citrus aromas
and leaves lingering notes of toasty oak and Caramel.

Time to fill my glass with a good glass of red wine and
contemplate on the world situation.

Walk on in peace and love.
Your comments are welcome
— Ron Rowe, rhjrowe@aol.com

LETTER = THE Oja1 TROLLEY

‘MoREe THAN Just A CUTE SIGHT’ ?

To Everyone I know
in the Ojai Valley

— Linda Potter
Ihe Ojai Trolley is more that just a cute sight in
Qjai. There is a group of seniors who rely daily on

this transportation to get them out of their homes and
into town for their activities. One of the main activities
is lunch at Help of Ojai and another is volunteering

at the hospital. These people also go to the market,

the bank, and their doctors via the trolley. They do

not have cars and without the trolley these people will
become Housebound.

[ am a person who only rides the trolley for fun and it
is not a necessary part of my life at this time. I live in
Oak View. BUT I am committing to donate a monthly
amount to the operation of the trolley. I know several
of these senior citizens and feel the halting of the trol-
ley will be devastating to their lives and I do not want
to see this happen. I decided that I can certainly find

schedule of the trolley does not work for my schedule
but I still do not want to loose the service because I re-
ally care about the people who do need it.

Please send this along to anyone you know in Ojai.
There will be a council meeting this next Tuesday con-
cerning the fate of the Ojai Trolley.

I am in hopes that an account can be set up at Ojai
Community Bank and people can deposit their dona-
tions there on an ongoing basis.

I can set up a table once a week in town to collect
donations and deposit them into the trolley.

Shops and markets in town can have cans or jars for
trolley donations on an ongoing basis.

And it you see the trolley, run up and put quarters in.
You don’t have to ride but you can feed it.

We all have extras in our lives. Movie rentals, cof-
fees, so just a little extra to the trolley will help. They
are asking everyone to ride it more but like myself, this
does not work for me. BUT I don’t want the service to
stop. So I promise to support it. If we are supporting
the remodel of the Bowl, we can certainly add just a
little more and support the trolley. Because there is a
group out there that will be Housebound if the trolley
service stops.

One man, Keith, who uses a walker lives in Mira-
monte just one block past the trolley route. Every
single day he takes the city bus from his home west
to Santa Ana Blvd. He then crosses the highway and
catches the city bus going east to Ojai. He gets off
around Rite-Aid (a couple of blocks east of his home!)
and then catches the trolley into town. To get home he
takes the trolley to Vons and then catches the city bus....
every single day.

And there is Donna. Every single day she catches the
trolley at Rice Road and goes to Little House where
she volunteers to help serve lunch for Help of Ojai.
Two days a week she goes from Little House to the
hospital to volunteer in the extended care facility. On
Sundays she rides the trolley to church.

Keith and Donna are two stories out of several. I have
Donna’s phone number if anyone would like to person-
ally talk to her to see how discontinuing the trolley
would change her life. She is very good friends with
Keith and some of the other regulars.

Please consider some options I have presented and
maybe think of more. Send emails to the trolley or to
the city council and attend the Tues. meeting. Commit
to an amount, even five dollars a month, to tithe to the
trolley. This is a very important issue, not just a cute
site in town.

— Linda Potter, Oak View
zippypotter@sbcglobal.net

Curtain Call

by Ron Rowe

he Chocolate
Factory, written by
Roald Dahl, is in
rehearsal at the Ojai
Art Center. It is based on
Roalds own experience in a
chocolate factory in which
competing companies try
to steal each other secrets,
directed by Gai Jones, it will be a fun show for the whole
family. To reserve your seats call 640-8797.
Preparations are being made at the Senga Classic Theater
in Qjai for their next production. Bernard Shaw’s wonder-
ful comedy, Great Catherine. This outrageous play explores

Photo © 1999, Ron Rowe

some amount
to tithe to the

trolley for )

these people | Improve your voice and speech
each month. with

Today I will

take all of the
quarters from
my wallet and
put them into

Vocalist and actress

the trolley Adults, Seniors, and Teens Rent
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in front o Children 6-12yrs

where I work. 6wks $30_06/ Ca l I Kathy
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Vocal Developmentl_eam to sing !

Ongoing classes
Joyce McWilliams Singers and Actors !

Children, Teens and
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the mores of Russia and England contrasting the two cultures
in a dynamic comedy of manners. If
you’re interested in auditioning for
this play, auditions will be held at
the Senga Theater April 17 and
18th from 10 am to 12, directed by
Francisca Beach. For more info.
check www.Franciscabeach.com or call
824-7569

Opening April 23, American Right at the Elite Theater in
Oxnard. Written and directed by Tom Eubanks, it’s a politi-
cal mystery. For reservations, 483-5118.

The Camarillo Communities Theatre will present that
classic play, The Seven Year Itch. Book your seat by calling
388-5716.

On stage at the Santa Paula Theater, The late Christopher
Beam, directed by Andrea Tate. All hell breaks loose when
a celebrated painter’s entry works are traced to the humble
home of a country doctor. This is a biting satire on the
destructive power of greed and a touching view of a family
in turmoil. This comedy will have you cheering for the most
unlikely of heroines. Opens April 16; tickets available at
525-4645.

Opening April 23 and running to May 2 at the Cabrillo
Music Center in Thousand Oaks, Little Shop of Horrors,
one of the longest running off Broadway shows of all time.
The tuneful, funny musical score, featuring a giant man-eat-
ing-plant, don’t miss this show.

Audition call for Cabaret, April 17 and 18th, 2 to 4 pm.
This popular musical show runs from June 25 to July 25.
Auditions to be held at the Ojai Art Center. Directed by
Tracy Williams this will be a dynamic show,

On stage at the Rubicon Theatre in Ventura, Crimes of
the Heart, opens on April 24 runs to May 16. This Pulitzer
prize-winning play follows the travails of the McGrath sisters
who come together at old granddaddy’s home in Hazlehurst,
Mississippi to defend their sweet little sister, Babe. She is
charged with shooting her husband because she didn’t like his
looks. Middle sister Meg, the rebel in the family, reconnects
with the local town doctor with whom she had a romantic tryst
before she headed off to start a now defunct recording career,
and Lenny, the eldest is facing the consequences on her own
crimes of the heart. Sound interesting? Then call 667-2900
and reserve a seat.

Driving Miss Daisy opens on May 14th at the High Street
Arts Center in Moorpark, directed by Paul Millet. The play
takes place in the deep south around 1948. Having recently
demolished yet another car, Daisy Wertham, a rich, sharp-
tongued Jewish widow of 72 is informed by her son Boolie
that hereforth she must rely on the services of a chauffeur.

The man he hires for the job is a thoughtful, unemployed
black man. Hoke, whom Miss Daisy immediately regards
with disdain and who, in turn, is not impressed with his em-
ployer’s patronizing tone and he believes her latent prejudice.
To learn more, make your reservations now, call 529-8700.

If you like good musicals and don’t mind a little travel
go to see, Hairspray, at the Arlington Theater in Santa
Barbara. It’s 1962 and pleasantly plump Baltimore teen
Tracy Turnblad has only one desire; to dance at the popular
Corny Collins Show. When her dreams come true, Tracy is
transformed from social outcast to sudden star. For tickets call
888-407-2929.

Coming to the Santa Barbara Theatre on May 6 running
to the 11th, George Bernard Shaw’s Arms and the Man.

It’s a hilarious romantic comedy about a soldier who preferred
chocolates to bullets in his ammunition pouch. Only six per-
formances so call 963-7282 and book your seat now.
The overture has begun and the curtain is ris-
ing. Time to sit back and enjoy the show.
Your comments are welcome
— Ron Rowe, rhjrowe@aol.com

www.YouTube.com/OVVtaView

Quirky Courthouse

MEDIAVIEW INTERVIEW
See Related Story, Page 2

by Joel Anderson
JOEL ANDERSON: “Hi Sheldon, So we’re good now ?
We’re good ?
SHELDON BROWN: You’re Joel ?
JOEL: Yeah, I'm Joel.
SHELDON: Yeah I am always good. Crazy...Iwas
going to plead temporary insanity... I couldn’t take it,
something stupid....
JOEL: We try to accommodate each other....
SHELDON: Oh yeah no... I.. that’s 100 percent my na-
ture. And the reason I even pleaded guilty is I didn’t
want to sit up there and lie or anything, and I don’t
want that reputation in Ventura. You’re nicer than I
thought for some reason.....
JOEL: Just try to take it a little bit easy, we are com-
peting, that’s no mystery, but we each always want a
spot wherever the [newspapers] are, placement-wise

so there’s a little shuffling....
SHELDON: I appreciate...
all this. Ijust found out
after two years.... You don’t
know... have you ever had
somebody month after
month after month write
and tell the world that they
think you’re an asshole ?
JOEL: Newspaper Distribu-
tion....?

SHELDON: I wholeheart- .
edly agree.... I do the same URTHOUSE;
thing, I straighten all

VENTURAYARRIL,
the papers. Keep them Sheldon]Brown¥Breezelpublishety

clean, yours and mine..... It just got to the point
where.... I wasn’t impressed with Ron Smith.... That
week I found out I had prostate cancer. Ijust.... It’s
taken care of. Iwas just feeling down and depressed
and I went and did something evil, as evil as I can get.
JOEL: We need to try and accommodate each other...
SHELDON: I absolutely agree. It's my own philosophy
about life. Breath deep and back off a little bit.
JOEL: You know Ron, nobody can push, or tell Ron
what to do. With Ron you just need to be direct with
him.
SHELDON: Yeah... but then.... I don’t know why you
would think your readers would find that interesting,
reading about me all the time ? Iread the paper, and I
don’t think my readers would be interested in my.....
JOEL: We're in the public eye just like the politicians
you know.
SHELDON: But I just don’t think this is of great inter-
est to read that I'm an asshole. But maybe it is ?”

- Joel Anderson, editor, The Ojai and Ventura VIEW

WIEWEHOTOXCI2009RIOELJANDERSON]
Sheldon Brown photographed in Ventura July 19, 2009, hold-
ing a single copy of the VIEW (#16 July Independence Day
Celebration Issue) 3 months before his Oct.17 “Evil” Theft
problem came to a fore ~ See this Issue, VIEW page 3.
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EVENT CALENDAR

- Apr 29 to May 2, 11th Annual Ojai Storytelling Festi-
val with Alan Thornhill, Ed Stivender, Angela
Lloyd, David Gonzalez, Samite, Hobey Ford,
Willy Claflin, Nancy Donoval and Motoko. Em-
phasis on imagination, multiculturalism and
language, offers separate concerts for pre-
schoolers, elementary and middle and high
school aged students. Students; Friday, April
30 with three separate performances. Each concert is an
hour in length and features a variety of storytellers.
info. www.ojaistoryfest.org or 646-8907
- Apr 16 - May 8, Earth & Sun Art Exhibit at Gallery
255 in Ventura, Artists Include; Sarah Roberts, Shirin An-
derson, Mary Gold, Dana Cole, Merilee B. Allen,
Julie Merrill, Monica Wiesblott, Carrie Reynolds,
Mika Altfeld, Robert Wenzel, Evan Ames, Jen-
nifer Guernsay, Janice G. Susha, Nash Rightmer,
Roger Varian, Jessica Lindley, Emily Thiroux and Kim
Clarke info. 643-3973
- May 1 & 2, 11-5pm, Christine Brennan’s 8th Annual
Open Studio with guest artist Carmen Abelleira. Bren-
nan hosts this annual event free to the
public at her home and studio both
days. Christine Brennan is married to
fine furniture maker Jim McCarthy and
the couple integrate their art into every
inch of home and garden. Abelleira
works with found recycled materials
making paintings and tin artworks. She is a self-taught
Cuban artist and her work has been
featured at the Jack Fischer Gallery,
Sundance Magazine, LA Times, Folk
Tree, Art/Life Magazine, Human Arts,
and Flatbreads. Christine Brennan
graduated from the Rhode Island School
of Design and has been painting ever
since. Along with numerous shows she currently exhibits
at HumanArts gallery in Ojai, and lota Gallery in Dal-
las. More recently as the economy has slowed, she has
developed a line of more affordable works that include
jewelry, shadow boxes and small “recession buster” paint-
ings. Her garden, once featured in the Ojai Garden tour
is in full bloom and will be open. Come by for a visit,
refreshments and some inspiration. info. Studio
Location;175 N. Pueblo Ave
in Meiners Oaks, 640-8329
- May 1 & 2, 10-8:30pm, Battle for the Coast Roller
Derby Tournament @ Ventura Fairgrounds, hosted by
The Ventura County Derby Darlins, A two-day cavalcade
of roller derby action, this event features 12 competitive
full-contact roller derby teams, 8 live bands.
info. www.VcDerbyDarlins.com
- May 1, 10-Noon, Ann Bryant, Exec. Dir/Founder of
the Tahoe Bear League, in Ojai lecture/slide show on
Living With Bears, There will be a Bear Rescue Intensive
workshop offered later in the afternoon for those who
have attended the lecture and would like to be part of a
Bear Response Team in Ojai, or just would like to learn
more skills in bear management.
info. Ojai Wildlife League, 640-0187
or sue@ojaiwildlifeleague.com
Location: 316 E. Matilija St, 