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S

– Dick Lynch mess, lots of work, tons of money.

o this month Ojai will have paid in
excess of $3,500,000 ($3.5million)
more to Golden Extortion Water Company in the last year. After having given a
petition (last May) to Casitas Water with
more than 1,900 signatures so that
we could have purchased our way
out of this me$$.
That’s right folks MORE, not
total, MORE. With that kind of
money we could have used that
extra $3.5 Million to pay off the
WATER BONDS we will need to
Rescue us so we can purchase and
replace Golden Mi$take Water.
Whose fault is it that it’s taking
so much time? Probably no ones.
Really? Really. Well reminds me
of a story about a gift of an Elephant,
valuable-------- But they take a lot of care,
especially the older ones, just feedin’ and
maintaining, WHOOO lots of costs, lots of

I can’t blame Casitas. If they look at this
as the WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT someone wants to unload. After all they didn’t
announce to anyone that, if they get the
Water Co. back from Golden Overcharge
Water, Casitas would love to spend A lot
of money, time,effort and
risk!
Next month, or so, The
Ratepayers of OJAI
will get Crushed again, not
only by Golden $nake Water,
but by the California Public Utilities
Commmission (CPUC) system that
lets the Retired CEO’s of Utility
companies give rates that are past
outrageous and harbor on the near
----------.(You fill in the blank---impossible? Criminal?).
Casitas doesn’t take a rate increase for 3
years, Golden Mi$$tate water

Raggedy Edge Continued Page 4...

Letter From

Superintendent
“Chicago Hank”
Michael Lenehan
– Michael Lenehan, Ojai Dr. Spin: Cries Foul
Dear View,

I’d just like to send
a huge “Atta boy”
for your brief March
2012 article concerning the bloated, bureaucratic (and some
might say corrupt)
mess at the Ojai Unified School District
(OUSD).
I’ve been trying to
emphasize these same
issues since 2007-08
when the OUSD was lead by Tim Baird. Of
course I was simply labeled as “anti-education” by the OUSD elitists for my criticism
...although at the time I was volunteering an
average of 1,000 hours per year to Ojai youth

“Of course the bloated
salaries and retirement packages
of other OUSD administrators
cannot be ignored....”
activities, much of that to the school district.....
all while making about 1/3 of their OUSD
salary. My wife also volunteered an additional
400 hours per year, almost all of it with the
school district.
Everyone who pays taxes in Ojai....and/or
anyone who donates money during various
school fund-drives needs to be aware that
retired superintendent of New Trier Township High School District Hank Bangser,
collects a $261,681 Illinois state pension,
while making $170,000 as the current OUSD
superintendent. His total annual compensation: $431,681. And as you mentioned in
your article, his daughter stands to make big,
big money should the Chaparral School
property be sold off to her company, Cabrillo
Development.
Of course the bloated salaries and retirement packages of other OUSD administrators
cannot be ignored, in particular that of the
assistant superintendent.
Unfortunately it appears that with the threat
of pink-slips hanging over their heads, the
district teachers are fearful of expressing any
open criticism of the board.
And much of the public is simply ignorant of
the fraud, waste and abuse taking place under
their nose while the district cries poor.
Michael Lenehan, Ojai
Editor’s Note: U.S. Army Lt. Col. Michael
Lenehan, Special Operations, 18th Airborne
Corps., is a Iraq War Veteran, having been in
the Army since 1982.

Continued From Page One...
Obviously you have the right to be both
sarcastic and humorous, in this case at the
expense of school administrators screwing in
a light bulb... I’m not commenting on that. I
do want to be sure you know however that,
the implication that we have 101 administrators predominantly, and then some support
staff. That of course isn’t true, and I’m sure
you knew that. Now we actually have 16.6
fulltime equivalent administrators, but that’s
not really why I’m calling.
Uh, you seem to be a bit fixated on my
daughter working at Cabrillo [Development, Santa Paula]. By the way my name
is Bangser with an “s”... “s” “e” “r’s”. She
works there part time. She has two children.
She is a consultant.... [answering machine
times up, limit ends, calls back: Phone
Call #2 to The VIEW] ...Yeah I’ll finish
up here real quickly. At any case, she works
very part time for Cabrillo and does many
other things, including being a Mom. But
I wanted to be certain that you understood
that there is absolutely not one iota of truth
that there’s any consideration of selling the
Chaparral High School to Cabrillo. I’d be
beyond shocked if they became a bidder, if
we even go to bid. So I think it’s incumbent
upon you to understand two things. 1. We’re
very early in the process of even considering
having all or part of the land over here uh
placed uh before bidders for uh sale or lease.
#1 and #2 Cabrillo can’t possibly have an
interest in it here. I’ll call ya later on if they
do, but just assume they don’t and so I don’t
know what you do about corrections to your
comments, but I thought you might want to
get that one straight. Thanks.”

Phone Call #3 to The VIEW
Monday, Apr. 23, 10:00am

“M

orning, Uh, it’s about 10 O’Clock and
this is Hank Bangser, the Superintendent
in Ojai. Following up real quickly on the
message I left you uh a while ago uh, in
response to the piece uh that you had in The
VIEW where you were thinking, suggesting,
writing that we would be selling the property
to Cabrillo. I left my message regarding that.
I don’t need to say any more about that, but
what I did want to do is to give you the opportunity... and I would enjoy sitting down and
talking with you specifically about what has
occurred since you wrote that piece and since
I responded to it. Uh we did have a board
meeting on April 17th. We had an extensive

presentation by a real estate attorney with
whom we’re working... uh perhaps you saw
the long article in last weeks Ojai Valley
News about what went on at that meeting.
Uh, I’d be happy to sit down and give you the
information that is pertinent and accurate regarding our consideration, really our analysis
of whether selling the property would even
be... or leasing the property all or part of it
would be a good idea. Uh I hope I’ve said...
in the message... the first message I left you
that I’d be happy to talk with you about what
you wrote initially, but I certainly want to say
that now. So my door is open if you’d like to
come in and speak. and my phone number is
uh 640-4300, extension 1012. I would look
forward to meeting with you if you want to
get the information that I have to present to
you following the board meeting.”
– Dr. Hank Bangser, Superintendent

The VIEW Responds
Editor’s Note: The VIEW wholeheartedly apologizes for any administrative typographical errors, or otherwise, which it may have made.
However, as originally noted in our March 2012,
Issue 44, Page 3, Issue of The VIEW, (Sourced:
http://www.localschooldirectory.com/districtschools/5672520/Ojai-Unified-School-District/CA#district_information@students_faculty
“Ojai Unified School District, District Information,
Faculty and Staff (2009-2010), Total Full Time
Equivalent (FTE) Teachers, 145. Total Administrators & Support Staff, 101.” We leave those posted
2010 figures to our illustrious readers to equitably
distill. Why hasn’t OUSD used their now aquired
Public Access Channel to broadcast OUSD
Board Meetings to the Ojai Citizens?
t is crystal clear, still, to The VIEW that more
Administrative cuts are necessary and required if
real improvements are to be realized. Additionally,
it is not beyond the realm of concern that OUSD
would consider selling
off Chaparral High
School for a commercial retail venture with
Cabrillo Development
Corp., considering recent
developments. Cabrillo
friendly Dr. Bangser was
conveniently located for
OUSD hire by Cabrillo’s
VP friend, a job/hiring
headhunter co. Bangser’s
predecessor, former
Superintendent Dr. Tim
Baird (currently with his Accountability?
hands full in a lawsuit in San Diego as Superintendent of Encinitas Union School District) had
openly courted and advocated just such a venture,
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before his sudden surgical removal from Ojai.
Bangser was his replacement.

Chaparral: Prime real estate or historic preservation?

It is The VIEW’s view, and that of the Ventura
County Grand Jury (report begins next page),
that public schools here and elsewhere cannot
justify current no limit “pay-as-you-go” “substantial unfunded retiree health care benefit liabilities.”
There are just too many bean counters in the
kitchen and more who are retired and languishing
on the sidelines. We also contend that administrative salaries are far beyond the pale, as compared to
teachers, who do the real lifting with regard to prepping our nation’s youth for a sound future, within
the public (and private) school systems.
Interestingly enough, Dr. Hank Bangser,
Ojai Unified School District (OUSD) Superintendent, came to us from the Chicago school
system just a couple years ago after he had retired.
According to Chicago Tribune investigators, who
published an article dated Jan. 29, 2011 (http://
articles.chicagotribune.com/2011-01-29/news/ctmet-superintendent-pensions-20110129_1_pension-rules-public-school-pension-state-pension),
“Hank Bangser collects a $261,681 state pension
after retiring as superintendent of New Trier Township High School District. Now, he’s a full-time
superintendent in Southern California, earning
$170,000 at a job he’d be barred from in Illinois
if he wanted to keep getting retirement checks. His
annual pension-salary
combo: $431,681.”
Now, it seems, that if
one declares “Retirement” in Illinois, then
simply skips out of state
to start a new career,
continuing to receive that
substantial retirement
pension-sum while working.... this is simply pension abuse. The straight
up thing to do, The
VIEW suggests, would
be to simply inform the New Trier Township High
School District of a change in retirement status, and
Continued, Next Page...
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defer pension income checks until such time that a
real retirement date is decided upon.
The Tribune article points to another half a dozen
Illinois School Administrators working the system
the same way. According to the Tribune article,
“Bangser said he moved to California to be closer
to his daughter and granddaughter. Although his
base salary is $170,000 at California’s Ojai Unified
School District northeast of Ventura, Bangser said furlough days
this year will reduce that to about
$161,000.”
Note: A “furlough” is not a pay cut,
but only an administrator (temporarily) working less hours for less pay.
Just because a loophole exists,
which essentially allows for fake retirements that generate mass waste in pension funds,
the reality is simply not fair, not ethical, and does not
reflect responsible fiduciary policy, anywhere in any
accountant’s spreadsheet. In fact, it appears so obviously glaring as one might almost mistaken it for an
administrative error. Is this the type of executivework-ethic lesson we should be teaching our small
children in schools? No wonder the U.S. can’t get
on its feet and is sinking deeper!
No wonder the schools are Broke, begging for
more and considering selling off valuable historic resources. In Ojai, the property known as Chaparral
High School, a cherished OUSD/Ojai undeclared
historic landmark, was much loved long before the
current trends of OUSD’s lack of accountability.
The property is now being considered as prime sellable real estate to cover said admin salary/pension
unfunded liabilities.
One can easily surmise why this true historic 1917
[*1895 Corrected Online: 5-7-12 - Ed.] Spanish Revival Architect’s dream has not been designated an
officially protected “City of Ojai Historical Landmark.” Why indeed? But then, sloppy OUSD fiscal
miscalculations began long before Dr. Bangser’s
arrival in Ojai. Historically designated buildings
can not be sold or torn down. So is that why Ojai’s
Historical Preservation Commission has not even
suggested historical status for Chaparral yet they
can get a 3’wall in the Rains parking lot declared a
“Historical Landmark”? Something smells like...
sell public schools to pay for pumped up school
administration pensions and salaries.
Now, The VIEW does not pretend to be versed in
solving the United States, the world, or Chicago’s
substantial public education-money woes, however
when is “Retirement” really Retirement? According
to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, “Re•tire•ment”
is 1. a: an act of retiring: the state of being retired b:
withdrawal from one’s position or occupation or
from active working life.
We, at The VIEW, truly feel for Dr. Bangser’s
former employer, that of Chicago’s New Trier
Township High School District with their also
severely unfunded pension liabilities. The Northwest Municipal Conference, a group that oversees
changes in local government pension liabilities found
that each local government unit in Illinois could
face a $900,000 increase (in 2010) to their pension
liabilities. Seems like viruses travel.
Nothing much has changed in Chicago, or Ojai;
shaky bonds and more taxes try to keep the sick-system fed. Books and pencils are still expensive and we
know New Trier still struggles, deep and painfully,
with funding their schools. Bangser, at Ojai Unified
School Disctrict, has less than 3,000 students and
makes about 30% more (from OUSD) than his
female counterpart that runs 35,000 students in the
Oxnard School Disctric (OSD). So, OUSD board
members (Rikki Horne, Linda Taylor, etc., who
have full on medical coverage by the way, where are
you, Carol Smith?) with administration are trying to
change the Zoning on public school lands from “P”
for public to “C” for Commercial so they can then
Sell and pay off the exorbitant salaries and pension
benefit liabilities of OUSD. After the schools are
sold, then what do they sell? The Ventura Grand
Jury said OUSD should be shut down and combined with the Ventura district, due to it’s serious
fiscal abuses.
The Tribune article concluded, “Jeremy Gold,
a pension expert and New York-based consulting
actuary, called earning multiple government incomes

“indicative of sloppy governance and a cavalier
attitude by those ‘public servants’who exploit these
loopholes selfishly.”
“Illinois is a poster child for pension abuses,”
Gold said. “One of my colleagues calls this child
abuse because our children must pay for our fiscal
irresponsibility.””
Perhaps it’s time to move over and let someone else
drive the OUSD wagon?
In the 1980s a study found that nearly 50% of
39,500 Chicago’s public school
students in the freshman class of
1980 failed to graduate – they did
not get a diploma. The study stated,
this was “a human tragedy of
enormous dimensions.” According
to the study, cited in Education
Week, Mar. 6, 1985, “These statistics about the class of 1984 reflect
the destruction of tens of thousands of young lives,
year in and year out.” The study was conducted by
Designs for Change, a nonprofit research and childadvocacy organization in Chicago, “Most of these
young people are permanently locked out of our
changing economy and have no hope of continuing
their education or getting a permanent job with a
future.”
Is it any wonder U.S. Public Schools have not been
world class since the 1930s?
The VIEW welcomes all Letters to the
Editor, statistics, records of agreements,
answers, analysis, articulated announcements, studies, reports, commentary, criticism, dialogue, diatribe, facts, figures,
spreadsheets, boulderdash, chit-chat,
expressions, exclamations, comments, etc.
MORE INFO.
http://OjaiAndVenturaView.com/
HTMLFiles/Education.html
– Joel Anderson, editor
editor@ojaiandventuraview.com

J
Grand Jury
REPORT
Ventura County Grand Jury
2009 - 2010

Final Report

The Half Billion Dollar Elephant
in Our Schools’ Closets
June 11, 2010
“A penny saved is a penny earned.”
– Benjamin Franklin

Summary
There has been extensive press coverage
regarding the magnitude and the problems
associated with unfunded pension and
health care benefit liabilities at both the
state and the local level.
The 2009-2010 Ventura County Grand
Jury (Grand Jury) investigated whether
the 20 Ventura County Public School
Districts (VCPSD), the Ventura County
Community College District (VCCCD),
and the Ventura County Office of Education (VCOE) (collectively known as the
County School Districts) are in compliance with the requirements of Government Accounting Standards Board
(GASB) 45 and determined the extent of
their unfunded retiree health care benefit
liabilities. [Ref-01 through Ref-07]
Continued, Next Page 4...
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“Don’t Tell Me Who I am... Let me guess !”

Is Anyone Neurotic Out There?
Check This Out!

( What Happens in Psychotherapy --Part Two)

I

n my last article I distinguished between real suffering,
which is imposed upon us by loss and fateful external
events, and neurotic suffering which is ‘inauthentic
suffering’, because we create it ourselves. The good news
is, if we create our own suffering and are responsible for
our neurotic symptoms of depression, anxiety, loneliness,
obsessions etc., we can choose to undo them and heal.
How?
Here’s an example. Many people were raised in a household of emotional chaos. At worst, their parents shamed
them or intimidated them, overpowered and controlled them, or rejected and
abandoned them, and so forth. In a subtler way, chaos also ensues in a family environment where father or mother were emotionally distant involved only
their own self-centered universe or lost in frantic activity, which is the disease
of our times. By the way, psychotherapy is not about parent bashing, but it
is about having our patients make an accurate and realistic assessment of
where they came from. Our parents were wounded too, and they just passed
it on, most of the time without conscious intent.
The defense against Chaos is Control !
The child tries to control his or her limited universe as much as possible.
This makes sense in childhood and is a healthy response to a crazy family
situation, but using power and control over others in adulthood leads to neurosis and isolation. So how does the adult neurotic control ? There are many
ways... i.e. through tyrannical control over others at work or at home, through
intimidation and more poisonously through giving guilt, malingering, passiveaggressiveness and other devious manipulations. At bottom, neurosis is an
ethical and moral problem. I know, I’ve been there.

Check Out My Website/blog:
www.DrPeterMilhado.com
In order for the neurotic to heal, he has to cop to being either overtly or
covertly tyrannical, to being manipulative and often ruthless. This is a Herculean task because the ‘neurotic tyrant’ often views himself to be a ‘nice guy’.
For those brave souls, who can actually cop to their dark side and acknowledge that they’re not who they pretend to be, the rewards are awesome.
Their neurotic symptoms of depression and anxiety will drop by the wayside.
They regain freedom by finally taking responsibility for their lives and lose
interest in controlling the lives of others. Our personal strength doesn’t come
from what I call the ‘General Manager of the Universe Complex’ nor does our
inner authority come from trying to control others and external events.
The brilliant bohemian psychologist Sheldon Kopp had this to say: “Neurosis is continuing to act as if we were coping with the problem of childhood.
As grownups the world is not the same as in childhood...Neurosis is a way of
behaving badly without feeling we are to blame.”
The art of psychotherapy comes in telling patients painful truths about
themselves they don’t want to hear. This can only occur when there is trust
and caring feelings between doctor and patient, without trust and love nothing
happens. Intuition, the doctor sharing his own neurotic detours in life, as well
as nighttime dreams can be very helpful. Sometimes only luck or the grace of
God can intervene successfully. If we interpret our patient’s ‘controlling tyrant’
too early, they leave therapy pissed off because they are not ready. You can’t
grow grass by pulling it. If we interpret too late, our patients leave because
they don’t get better. The old cliché, ‘Timing is everything’ is especially true in
psychotherapy.
Finally, there are two artists who have their own view of treating the
neurotic condition. The first is Blues artist, Keb Mo:
“If nobody loves you
And your’re feeling like dust on an empty shelf
Just remember you can .... love yourself.”
The second one is the soulful German poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe,
“Whatever you want to do, or
dream you can do...begin it !
Boldness has genius, power and magic in it.”

Love to Mother Meera. One for all and all for one.
PETER RUDOLF MILHADO, PH.D. Lic #MFT14142
(805) 640-1810
39 Years Experience
drpetermilhado@gmail.com • (805) 640-1810
Blog: www.DrPeterMilhado.com

Specialties: Psychotherapists and Artists
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Continued From Page 2...
blames Casitas for the extra
cost of purchased water. GSW
purchases from Casitas less than
they lose through the pipes each
year, in excess of 12%. Golden
Mi$calculate water shows the
population of Ojai going up.
When is 1,500 less that the 1990
census an increase? They show
the total not as it is on the Federal Census, but as they need it
to get another outrageous set of
rates increased.
You know how one set of Utility Executives treats the other
Utility Executives? Look at your
water bill and tell me out of
Sisar, Hermitage, Siete Robles,

Sisar Canyon, Ventura River
Water and Meiners Oaks Water
along with Casitas, who is more
than triple in price than all the rest
in this valley? The only one that is
still Private for Profit.
Golden Double - your taxrate
hike water company! They are Triple the price. They have doubled
your rate in the last 8 years and in
THREE years they will be making
so much money on this coming
rate increase they will have to
PAY DOUBLE on their taxes to
the State and FED tax collectors.
Wouldn’t you like to have your
net taxable income double in just
THREE years?
Goodbye Ojai, Hello BROWN

TOWN. I would find it puzzling if
visitors to this town didn’t wonder
why all the streets are continually
torn up, water is always runnin’
down the street and asphalt put
back as speed bumps or a trench in
the middle of the street? Why the
town is turning Brown and why
we have STOP GSWC signs all
over this town?
Sadly it looks like we are going
to pounded into the ground on this
one. This rate increase will really
hurt coming on top of that last Giant Rate Increase of just 3 years
ago. Isn’t that the same period of
time that Casitas didn’t take ANY
Rate Increase??? Why
Raggedy Edge Continued Page 6...

tion, including compensation owed
in the future such as retiree health
care benefits, as an expense on their
and should no longer be ignored.
annual financial reports. On August
The Grand Jury
2, 2004, GASB issued GASB 45.
Recommends:
[Ref-09 through Ref-12]
• that County School Districts
Other
abandon
“County taxpayers should conpostemploytheir current
sider this financial dilemma as
ment benefits
pay-as-you go
(OPEB), such
approach and
a warning and a call to action.
as health care,
adopt a policy
They should demand greater
of pre-funding accountability from their school dental, vision,
hearing, life
retiree health
Final Report
districts and take an active role
insurance,
The Half Billion Dollar Elephant care benin overseeing their public funds long-term
in Our Schools’ Closets
efit plans by
June 11, 2010
care and
establishing
and elected officials.”
“A penny saved is a penny earned.”
long-term
an irrevocable
– Benjamin Franklin
disability, must be recognized (but
trust fund for employees’ health
not necessarily funded) as a current
Continued From Page 3...
care benefits
cost during the employees working
• that County School Districts
The Grand Jury found that 17 of leverage off of the economies of
years. Thus, each public agency
the 22 school districts in Ventura scale by acting as one bargaining
must identify and disclose OPEB
County (County) have unfund- unit and select a health care plan for as an expense and, to the extent that
ed retiree health care all employees.
they are not pre-funded, list OPEB
benefit liabilities.
County taxpayers should consider obligations as a liability on its
financial statements. This liability
this financial dilemma
as a warning and a call must be calculated by an actuary.
[Ref-13 through Ref-15]
to action. They should
demand greater account- GASB 45 provides those who
ability from their school use government financial reports
with improved information about
districts and take an
active role in overseeing the cost of providing postemployment benefits, the commitments
their public funds and
that governments have made related
elected officials.
to these benefits, and to the extent
Background
The Grand Jury chose to which these commitments have
been funded.
to investigate whether
Prior to this change in accountthe County School
OUSD Elephant in the Board Room ! Districts have complied ing standards, disclosure of these
with the requirements of liabilities was required to be noted
The five School districts which are GASB Statement 45 (GASB 45) only in the footnotes of the annual
fully-funded are:
audit. GASB 45 requires all local
and the extent of their unfunded
• Briggs Elementary School
retiree health care benefit liabilities. governments, including school disDistrict
Several private industries pension tricts, to begin showing the accrued
• Mupu Elementary School
funds (for example Enron, World- liabilities associated with OPEB
District
Com, Adelphia, and Tyco Interna- on their financial statements, and
• Oak Park Unified School Distional) went bankrupt in the 1990s. whether, and to what extent, progtrict
ress is being made in funding the
This resulted in multibillions of
• Santa Clara Elementary School dollars in unfunded liabilities; the liability.
District
Financial Accounting Standards It must be noted that the actu• Somis Union Elementary School Board (FASB) began requiring pri- arial projections of retiree health
District
vate sector companies to list
The Grand Jury found that
pension liabilities in financial
County School Districts have:
reports. [Ref-08]
• an estimated total unfunded
GASB, which establishes
health care benefits liability of
and improves standards
$529,853,272
for financial accounting
• a combined total estimated
and reporting for state and
Annual Required Contribution
local government agencies,
(ARC) of $44,056,287
concluded that many public
The Grand Jury concluded that agencies were facing a simithe substantial unfunded retiree
lar crisis regarding unfunded
health care benefit liabilities, com- retiree health care benefits.
bined with the funding reductions GASB decided to require
from the State of California
local governments to disclose
(State), and the steady decline in
the total cost of compensaenrollment over the past five years

Ventura County Grand Jury create a serious financial dilemma
for the County School Districts
2009 - 2010

benefit costs are highly speculative, • the annual costs associated with
especially over a thirty year period health care benefits are $2,789,564:
of time. Very slight changes in the $2,450,719 for 59 active employees
and $338,845 for 38 retirees
assumptions related to costs and
return on investments result in huge • the projected total health care
benefits costs over the next 30 years
changes in the projected liability.
are expected to be $60,000,000
The factors that actuaries use are
• the retiree health care benefits
the rate of return on investments,
plan remains open
health care costs, mortality rate,
• ARC as of June 30, 2009 was
health care
$1,149,918
insurance
• the health
costs, and the
care benefits
demographic
plan is not
makeup of the
fully funded
employees
• the unand retirees
funded health
which are
care benefits
all subject to
liability is
change from
$7,560,968
year to year.
[$7.6 million]
This is why
It’s elementary, my dear Watson !
- F-28.
GASB 45 requires an actuarial valuation at least There are 17 school districts that do
every two years for employers with not have a fully-funded health care
OPEB plans with a total member- benefits plan [Ojai Unified School
ship (including employees in active District (OUSD) is among them].
service, terminated employees who - F-29. Credit rating agencies
have accumulated benefits but are have stated that they will connot yet receiving them, and retired sider OPEB funding status in their
evaluations of government financial
employees and beneficiaries currently receiving benefits) of 200 or condition. [Ref-09, Ref-12 through
more, or at least every three years Ref-14, Ref-16]
for plans with a total membership - F-30. Included in the required
GASB 45 actuarial reports proof fewer than 200.
vided by the consultants were the
Methodology
The Grand Jury received infor- following recommendations:
[Recommendations]
mation from all County School
• that it is necessary or even desirDistricts regarding the extent of
able for an agency to establish a
each entity’s costs and liability in
providing benefits and health care policy of funding exactly the ARC
on a cash basis each year
for retirees. When all responses
• the agencies adopt a policy of
were received, the information was
pre-funding their retiree health care
summarized for each district. A
copy of the summary information plan as soon as possible
• establish an irrevocable trust
was sent to the County School
Districts requesting that they each fund for employee’s health care
validate the accuracy of the infor- benefits
- F-31. Student enrollment in the
mation and make any corrections
or adjustments needed to ensure ac- County as determined by the State
curacy. The Grand Jury received through a complicated formula
validation from the County School called Average Daily Attendance
(ADA ) has declined a total of
Districts with only minor correc3,775 students over the past five
tions which were incorporated.
years: [Ref-17, Ref-18]
Additionally, the Grand Jury
conducted internet and newspaper - F-32. Several school districts
are accepting out-of-district student
searches on this topic.
transfers in an effort to increase
Findings
- F-01. Two important numbers to ADA. [Ref-19 through Ref-22]
- F-33. On March 22, 2010, the
be concerned with are:
California Department of Education
• the projected total health care
benefits costs over the next 30 years placed 126 school districts on a fiswhich consists of the ARC and the cal early warning list, an increase of
17% over last year. [Ref-23]
normal costs for the year
• ARC, which represents an amor- - F-34. According to the State,
the Santa Paula Elementary
tized payment that would remain
the same for 30 years, after which School District might not be able
time amortization payments would to meet its financial obligations
over the next few years because
end
of the ongoing budget crises and
- F-11. Ojai Unified
cuts to education funding. Santa
School District (@3,152
Paula Elementary School District
Students – 9 Schools)
informed the VCOE that is was
• the budget for the current school
year is $22,700,000
Continued, Next Page...

Vocal Development Learn to sing !
Improve your voice
Ongoing classes
and speech with
Singers
and Actors !
Joyce McWilliams
Vocalist and actress

Adults, Seniors,
and Teens
6wks-$60.00
Children 6-12yrs
6wks $30.00
Home visits

Call 805-640-0419
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in fiscal trouble after realizing it
was facing a $3.2 million shortfall this fiscal year. The District
has increased class sizes, trimmed
management, and eliminated 31
teaching and 46 classified positions.
[Ref-23]
- F-35. The VCOE anticipates the
next fiscal warning list will be even
longer, possibly adding
Hueneme Elementary School District
and Rio Elementary
School District to
future lists. [Ref-23]
- F-36. The continued increase in the cost
of health care and
health care insurance
can only be expected
to contribute to
the increase in
the size of
the County
School
Districts
unfunded
liability.
Since 1999,
I may retire !
health insurance
premiums for families rose 131%,
far more than the general rate of inflation, which increased 28% over
the same period. Health care costs
will increase 9% in 2010 according to Health Care Finance News.
[Ref-15, Ref-24 through Ref-26]
- F-37. C. F. Braun states that
sole reason for a financial report
is to serve the user. Accounting
reports are a measuring report of
performance. They must be easy to
read and understand. [Ref-27]
Conclusions
- C-01. County School Districts have a substantial unfunded
health care benefits obligation
of $529,853,272. (F-02 through
F-24)
- C-02. County School Districts have a substantial ARC of
$44,644,058.
(F-02 through F-24)
- C-03. Failure on the part of the
County School Districts to take
steps to address these liabilities
may result in downgrades to their
credit rating, thereby increasing
future borrowing costs resulting in
increased costs to the taxpayers.
(F-29)
- C-04. The County School
Districts have been paying for
retiree health care benefits in the
year the benefits were used by the
retirees. This is called the pay-asyou-go approach, which differs
from the prefunding model where
costs are funded in advance during
employees’ working years and

invested until paid to retirees. The
pay-as-you-go approach has led to
the accumulation of the financial
liabilities to pay for future retiree
health care benefits. (F-02 through
F-30)
C-05. The County School Districts offer varying levels of health
care benefits to employees and
retirees. They have not joined together to form a single large
bargaining unit. (F02 through F-24,
F-34)
- C-06. The County
School District’s half
billion dollar unfunded
liability should no
longer be ignored;
it will not decrease
on its own. (F-30,
F-33 through F-36)
- C-07. Based on
historical data, the cost
of health care and health
care insurance will continue to outpace typical
annual inflation.
(F-36)
- C-08. The
County School Districts have not
been proactive in planning for or
dealing with challenging financial
conditions.
(F-02 through F-24, F-33 through
F-36)
- C-09. There may be unintended
consequences as a result of the
choices and decisions made by the
County School Districts to address
the half billion dollars in unfunded health care liabilities. (F-02
through F-36)
- C-10. The time for the County
School Districts to make difficult
choices is now. Regardless of the
choices, the financial burden rests
squarely on the shoulders of the
taxpayer. (F-02 through F-36)
Recommendations
- R-01. That County School
Districts adopt a policy of prefunding their retiree health care benefits
plans by establishing an irrevocable
trust fund for employees’ health
care benefits. (C-01 through C-03,
C-06 through C-07, C-09)
- R-02. That County School Districts identify effective cost reductions that will allow the District to
achieve their respective calculated
ARC. (C-02 through C-03, C-06
through C-07, C-09)
- R-03. That County School Districts leverage off of the economies
of scale by acting as one bargaining
unit and selecting a health care plan
for all employees. (C-05, C-07)
- R-04. That County School Districts use language in their financial
reports so that the average County
taxpayer, employee, and retiree can

An ever-changing collection
of jewelry, clothing, shoes & gifts
805-646-8900

302 E. Ojai Ave. • Ojai

Wine And Roses

A

by Ron Rowe

h spring, a wondrous time of the
year. “Spring, the sweet spring is
the years pleasant king: then blooms each
thing, then maids dance in a ring, cold
doth not sting, the pretty birds do sing,
cuckoo, jug-jug, pu-we, to-witta woo!”
– Thomas Nashe
It’s a joy to be alive and living in Ojai.
If you are not attending the Sunday
Farmer’s veggie market, you are missing the highlight of the
week. This is a gathering of Ojaians who meet old friends,
gossip, chat, find new friends. There is a variety of fresh organic produce in which to buy.
The dreaded gophers are back in my garden. I called a
general meeting of the wee folk who live at the bottom of my
garden. They are a
motley group of fairunderstand how tax dollars are beies, sea sprites, elves,
ing spent and recognize the extent
gnomes, pixies, water
of the district’s financial indebtednymphs and a visiting
ness. (C-06, C-08)
leprechaun: who is
- R-05. That County School
lazy and corrupting
Districts place the entire district
the young fairies.
budget on the district website. (CI gave them 10
06, C-08)
days to get rid of the
- R-06. That County School
gophers or they would
Districts schedule sessions to com- all be on a one-way
trip to Glasgow,
municate and educate employees,
Scotland.
retirees, and parents of students
For chili lovers.
regarding the OPEB issue and
New Mexico State
how this is being addressed by the
University has identidistrict.
fied the worlds hottest
(C-01, C-02, C-05 through C-09)
pepper,
the Trinidad
- R-07. That the VCOE and the
Moruga Scorpion. On
elected officials of the individual
a score of hotness it
districts take a pro-active role in
rates 1.2 million Scoseeking solutions to the unfunded
ville Units, compared
liability crisis and present these
with 5,000 for the
solutions to their districts. (Chottest Jalapeno.
01through C-09)
Jobs are leaving
- R-08. That the VCOE and the
America.
U.S. multinational
elected officials of the individual
districts consider alternatives to re- companies increased
employment oversolve this serious financial situseas by 2.6 million,
ation, such as: (C-01through
even as they cut U.S.
C-09)
workforces by 2.9 mil• require greater benefit or
lion. Chief executive
premium cost sharing from
officers at three U.S.
retirees
companies earned a
• implement a new defined
combined total of $3.6
contribution type retiree health
billion in 2011, a 23%
care program for new employincrease from 2010.
ees
That amount would
• freeze the employer-providsupport 103,325
workers earning a
ed portion of the retiree health
medium wage. U.S.
plan at present levels for
corporations are not
currently covered active
our friends.
employees.
Keep track of your
Editor’s Note: For More Infor- cell phone. Amerimation on Higher Education and to Read
cans lost over $30
the Entire “Ventura County Grand Jury
billion worth of cell
- 2009 - 2010 - Final Report - The Half
phones last year.
Billion Dollar Elephant in Our Schools’ According to the new
Closets - June 11, 2010” Go To The Ojai industry study, an
average consumer lose
and Ventura VIEW ONLINE, below.
their cell phone once
Additional Information a year.
www.OjaiAndVenturaVIEW.com/
Eric Lee King
HTMLFiles/Education.html
of Minnesota was
Photo © 2008, Joel Anderson
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arrested after he hobbled out of a store. Police
noticed him limping slowly through the parking lot
with a large rectangular shape protuding from his
pants. They found a 20 inch flat screen TV, remote
control, power cords and a bottle of brake fluid in
his pants.
Want to try something different in flip-flops? The
feeling of walking barefoot in a grassy field wherever you go? Try the Australian-made flip-flops.
They have the look and feel of a real grass, $32 at
discovery.com.
Everyone is feeling the pinch in these slow economic times, and Queen Elizabeth is no exception.
The British government has frozen the royal families stipend, limiting the Queen and the Royals to
50,000,000 pounds a year.
Germany has pushed the U.S. to third place as
an investor in clean energy technology by investing
$42 billion last year in renewable energy, The U.S.
invested $34 billion. China, still leading by investing $58 billion.
Speaking of China, Chinese artists are dominating the global art market holding three of the top
five auctions last year. Zhang Daqian fetched
number one spot with $50 million in sales, followed by Qi Baish with $45 million. Andy Warhol came in third.
Office space in Beijing, China cost more than
in New York. Rents have soared making it the
fifth most expensive city in the world, followed by
London, Tokyo and Moscow.
Chinese legislators make U.S. lawmakers look
like paupers. Last year the 78 richest members of
the Chinese legislator added more to their wealth,
$11.8 billion. This was more than the combined
net worth of all 535 members of Congress, Pres.
Obama the entire cabinet and the Supreme
Court. Our corporate chiefs are a whole different
deal - they have the money.
When Apple began manufacturing the iPhone,
the company estimated that it would take nine
months to find 8,700 qualified industrial engineers
in the U.S. to oversee assembly line workers. In
China it took 15 days.
According to a recent study, men’s neckties will
soon be a thing of the past, over 45 percent of those
polled said they do not think office workers will be
wearing neckties in six years.
Are you worried about Iran getting the
bomb? There are now 20,000, with 550 nuclear
warheads and bombs in the world held by nine nations. The U.S. has 8,500 of them.
For wine lovers who would like to know about
wine Cor-kz is the most useful resource for the majority of wine consumers. Simply scan the name of
the wine and the app will call up reviews, provide
price comparisons and help you locate other wine
stores. Three dollars for Android, two dollars for
i05.
According to the New York Times, boxed wines
have turned the corner. They used to be uniformly
bad, now a plastic pouch inside the box keeps air
out even after it’s been opened. If you are willing to
try a boxed wine, here are a few of the best. 2010
domaine le Carrington Côtes-du-Rhône $39 for
3 Litres. This was a winemaker’s favorite choice,
fresh and lightly tannic, it comes in a distinctive
wooden box. 2009 from the Côtes du Rhône $37
bright balanced red, a little more straightforward
than the Carrington 2010 Cantina Valpatena $27,
boxed whites are often less satisfying than the Reds
but this lively nutty wine is a standout, worth a try
The sun has set over the yard arm, time to relax and
enjoy a glass of wine.
Your comments are welcome
Ron Rowe, rhjrowe@aol.com
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Ojai City Council Raggedy Edge DEMAND ACCOUNTABILITY
So I guess the rest of the 2,823 users
Continued From Page 2...
FROM PUBLIC OFFICIALS
think Golden $haft Water is providare the Ratepayers sitting on their hands?
Why aren’t we filling the Casitas Board
Meetings each meeting and calling our
representitives each time we get a water
bill? Why aren’t we attending City Hall
like those BAG people or the NOLIGHT People. They are getting changes
while you stay at home people are letting
Golden Sour Grapes Water Company
get the GOLD MINE and you are going
to continue to get the SHAFT. Over and
over again with each water bill.
The real winner, APATHY. 2,860
water users, 37 complaints to the California Public Utilities Commmission
(CPUC).... not enough for them to mess
with.

ing, Pure quality, clear, sediment free,
color free, odor free adequate pressure
water for a reasonable cost.... I guess this
community is a lot more affluent that I
thought? We pay amongst the highest
water rates in California and, due to the
lack of complaints, we must be satisfied,
satisfied with this? When did the people
of Ojai lose their stomach for this? Sad I
always thought the people of Ojai would
fight to preserve this Jewel..
Well, Finally something has got me for
a loss of words. Hello, Is this Hanson
Well Drillers? Could you come over and
start drilling a well, asap?
Hang ‘em High !
– Dick Lynch

(Never a good thing). He was
chased down and ran to ground
at the great Oak Tree on the
by Richard Senate
grounds of Villanova School. There, he was
gunned down by lawmen who chopped off his
head for a reward.
ome say this small
His ghost was ordered to return to the Earth
winding thorby his master, El Diablo, to find his head.
oughfare is one
Now he rides the Ojai Valley and Creek
of the most haunted in all
Road seeking sinners to take with him back to
of California. I believe a
Hell to please his boss. If you have done bad
case could be made for this claim.
In this lane that winds itself from Oak View things, so they say, he will come for you! He
rides Satan’s own stallion – a huge black horse
to Ojai, there are enough ghosts for episodes
named Brimstone, that can gallop at “a mile a
of Ghost Hunters, Paranormal Challenge
minute” (Sixty Miles an Hour). Yes, strange
and Ghost Adventures with some left over!
as it seems, people have seen this thing — a
Besides that, there are even reports of two
headless horseman riding along at the dead of
monsters and a lost treasure!
night. Legend says he rides on the last day of
Perhaps the best known phantom to wander
Creek Road it that of Char-Man, the burned the month!
There are other ghosts as well; a phantom
figure that stumbles along, with a face that
resembles a burned skull. They say that if you woman in a tattered wedding dress who was
murdered by her evil husband on her wedare unlucky enough to encounter this ghost
ding night, a woman riding a ghost horse, the
you will first smell the sickeningly sweet
restless shade of a Native American, as well
stench of burned human flesh! They also say
as a new variation on an old yarn, a headless
he hates teenagers!
motorcyclist, who rides Creek Road seeking
If some of the stories about this apparition
the pick-up truck that forced him off the road
are true, he has good reason to hold a grudge
on teens. They say that he threw some of them, and into the wire fence that decapitated him.
Besides ghosts on this road there are two
and their hot rods, off of his land in 1951. He
didn’t like their Rock and Roll music nor their monsters. One is a huge bat that has been seen
swooping over cars at late night (in fairness, it
racing about on his farm.
might be a California Condor that flew over
One of the teens, so it is said, returned that
night and set fire to a shed, the flames reached the vehicles—but if you have ever seen one of
those majestic birds up close, it can be scary).
the main house, and the sleeping farmer was
Another monster is that of a huge black
unable to get out in time and was burned to
dog—a dog almost as big as a Shetland Pony!
death. Now he walks Creek Road looking
Like all proper ghost canines, it has eyes that
for the people who set the fire and ended his
glow like hot coals. One skeptic came face to
earthly existence. For some reason teenagers
love to drive Creek Road at night. Sometimes face with this beast one morning as it jumped
on to the hood of her car! The tale is that it was
they even play rock and roll music in hopes
a demon dog sent by a Chumash Holy Man
that this will cause “Char-Man” to come out
to exact revenge on a cruel Spanish Officer
(By the way, he prefers classic rock).
from the Old Mission.
Some young people even tell of seeing
Others link the dog to a Vampire legend set
the phantom! One Nordhoff High student,
in the Ojai Valley in the late 19th Century. A
years ago, was walking on Creek Road and
few people have seen this oversized beast on
attacked. It ripped off his Letterman Jacket!
Creek Road.
Some say the terrible ghost now wears a
There is also a story of a lost treasure hidden
Nordhoff High School Jacket as a sort of
some where along San Antonio Creek. It was
“trophy!”
hidden there by outlaws in Gold Rush times.
Another well known Creek Road Ghost is
They placed their ill-gotten gains in a hidone that traces its roots to the wild and wooly
den cave, after murdering people traveling on
days of the Gold Rush. It is said to wander
the whole of the Ojai Valley and Creek Road Creek Road! There last victim was a Spanish
with a few sightings in Ventura.
It is the phantom
of the Headless
WHY IS OBAMA TORTURING BRADLEY MANNING?
Houseman of
FREE Private First-class Bradley Manning
the Ojai. It is the
Political
Prisoner - Tortured - Held Hostage
ghost of a bandit
Censored by the U.S. Military Industrial
who raided all
over California.
Complex and Corporate America
He was so
evil he stopped
worshiping God
and began to
worship Satan as
www.WarIsACrime.org/content/why-obama-torturinghis personal god!
private-bradley-manning-0

The Mysteries of Creek Road
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View PSA

Work in a sunny barn in the East

Fight For Your Rights!

•Ojai City Council Meeting
- Tues, June 12 - 7pm
•Casitas Water Board Meeting
•Casitas Water Board Meeting
- Mon, May 7 - 3pm
- Wed, June 13 - 3pm
•Ojai City Council Meeting
•Ojai Valley Sanitation District
- Tues, May 8 - 7pm
- Mon, June 25 - 6pm
•Ojai School Board (OUSD)
•Ojai School Board (OUSD)
- Tues, May 8 - 5:30pm
- Tues, June 26 - 5:30pm
•Historic Preservation
•Casitas Water Board Meeting
Commission Meeting
- Wed, June 27 - 3pm
- Thurs, May 10 - 5pm
•Ojai Valley Sanitation District •Casitas Water Board Meeting
- Wed, July 11 - 3pm
- Mon, May 21 - 6pm
•Casitas Water Board Meeting
•Ojai City Council Meeting
- Wed, July 25 - 3pm
- Tues, May 22 - 7pm
•Casitas Water Board Meeting •Ojai Valley Sanitation District
- Mon, July 30 - 6pm
- Wed, May 23 - 3pm
•Ojai School Board (OUSD)
•Ojai School Board (OUSD)
- Tues, Aug. 21 - 5:30pm
- Tues, June 5 - 5:30pm

Featured Artist Show
Sat. May 26, 3pm

Jeff Sojka

(805) 646-0967
307 E. Ojai Ave. Ste 102 Ojai

A Trip Down Memory Lane

Former OUSD Super, Dr. Tim Baird

is now (as Superintendent of Encinitas
Union School District) suing that City of
Encinitas because they won’t rezone the
school property he wants to sell there. The
state changed the proceeds rules until 2014

Monk carrying gold from the Bishop in Santa
Barbara. After killing him, the bandit’s luck
changed — they were caught in a rain storm
and flood and washed down the Ventura River
into the sea. That’s why the Ghostly outlaws
still guard their treasure — and why it hasn’t
been found. That is due to a terrible curse upon
the gold. It is whispered that anyone who finds
the treasure cave will be instantly struck mad
and be discovered wandering Creek Road unable to speak! Would you risk your reason for
this wealth?
Of Note: These tales and many more will be
part of a unique week long class Mr. Senate
will offer at The Ignite Creative Learning
Studio, July 23 to 27. The class is titled: Lost
Gold Mines, Pirate Treasures, Chinese Rebels
and Chumash Folklore. For more information
and to enroll see:
www.IgniteCreativeLearning.com
Classes are held in Ojai.
– Richard Senate, hainthunter@aol.com

where any school can sell and use the money for whatever it wants, even outrageous
administrative salaries and overwrought
pension liabilities. City of Encinitas
wouldn’t change the zoning for the school,
just like Ojai wouldn’t do for OUSD.
Can they move fast enough? Will the
Histrionics or the Ancient and archaic
board members resist? Will the cities evoke
gridlock to avoid making any reasonable
decision? Has OUSD’s Bangser forgot
that the Skate Park, he thought had been
there only 2 years, not the 14 to come, has
First Right of Refusal for Use, or will it
be in the cities best interest to put in a mobile home park for the elderly and infirm to
allow access to downtown????? Are these
school administrators we’re talking about
or high-powered real estate developers?
Stay tuned, for the Lake Ojai-Weslake
homeowners radio vignettes of DENIAL.
– Editor

“Ojai never really got behind
Preservation”
– Jeffrey W. SanMarchi, Publisher,
Ojai and Ventura VOICE

end of Ojai taking orders for
henna body art products from
around the country. Invoice, ship,
assembly product. Must know
your way around Window XP, be
disciplined and self motivated.
June 3rd through August. Hours
are 9am to 1pm 5 days a week @
$20/hr. Dan 646 1120

Happy Hour
Everyday ~ 4-5pm
Any House Wine
For Only 99¢
SPECIALS All Day

Everyday, All Day

So What Has Former OUSD Super Tim
Baird Been Up to In San Diego?

Sandwich $ 5.99
1/2 Sandwich with soup or salad Any Sandwich Any Time

$9.99

640-7381

Jazz Music ~ Sat. April 14

The ban d is “ Jazz Report.”
Starts at 6 Goes to 9pm
4 0 1 E a st O j a i Av e n u e • O j a i , C A

•
•
•
•
•

Intertribal Culture
Native American Museum
Youth Gatherings
Crafts/Demonstrations
Native Plant & Prayer
Garden
• Special Gatherings
and Celebrations
• Grounds - 5.6 acres
• Farmers Market

The “Nuui Cunni” Cultural Center is dedicated to

preserving, restoring, and teaching our Native
American culture, history, and traditions by providing
a facility available for educational, ceremonial, and
social activities for Native Americans as well 760.549.0800
as the interested public.
www.nuuicunni.com

2600 Highway 155, Lake Isabella, Ca. 93240

Irina E. Rodriguez, D.D.S.

Dentistry

“In Ojai”

• Implants
• Root Canals
• Extractions
• Invisalign Braces
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Rodriguez Offers Personal Service

We Now Do Sedation for Kids
se Habla Español

Fall Offer:

Invisalign, The invisible braces ~
$1,500 off (regular price $5,500 -

Call Office for Details)
- Offer Expires June 5)

“POLA WHITENING”

Political Prisoner

Takes Guts To Expose
Government Corruption

Summer Office Manager
Man

Restaurant & Tequila Bar

Best Margaritas

A diverse selection of unique
and beyond the ordinary

The Most Authentic Mexican Food

307 E. Ojai Ave. #105 •

646-5452

se

Ha

bla Españ

ol

One Hour in Office
Bleaching

Newest Technology
$250 Off Our Original Price
Please bring This Ad (Exp. 6/5).

www.dririnarodriguez.com

(805) 646-3700 appointments

117 Pirie Rd, Ste. A, Ojai Ca. 93023
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My Path to Citizenship

W

by Jefferson Pinto

hen I first arrived in the U.S., I
didn’t speak the language. I didn’t
know who was president. I didn’t even
know the Constitution existed. I didn’t
even have functional teeth.
Fortunately, I had a sponsor. We hadn’t
spoken before, and my sponsor didn’t really
know me. My sponsor didn’t fully understand the full cost of such a sponsorship.
What if I were a slow learner or arrived
with a horrible disease or defect?
Nevertheless, she accepted the terms of
the sponsorship knowing there were no
guarantees. My sponsor prepared for my
arrival many months in advance to ensure
my arrival was a smooth transition.
As my sponsor, she took me into her
home where I caused a great disturbance
for the existing occupants. I never missed
a meal.
During my younger years, a day didn’t go
by where I didn’t receive my one-on-one
education: how to speak English, manners, and customs, morals, citizenship, etc.
Because I was incapable, she made many
decisions on my behalf without consulting
me, such as diet, clothing, religion, enter-

tainment, education, friends, and even cast
her ballot in my best interest.
Thanks Mom.
Thank you for taking your prenatal vitamins
and not smoking when you were pregnant
with me. Thanks for forcing me to take
piano lessons from the grouchy old lady
with rhinestone studded cat glasses. Thanks
for taking me to the doctor to get a cast for
my broken foot, even though you warned
me to stay off the garage roof from which I
jumped. Thanks for taking me to the dentist
to get crowns over my previously perfect
teeth I knocked while riding my bicycle
down a steep hill near our home.
But thank you most of all for telling me
the truth when I needed to hear it. Thanks
for letting me take chances where, more
than often, I succeeded. And when I failed,
you let me learn from my mistakes and
encouraged me to keep trying.
Thank you for teaching me right from
wrong and guiding me to become the man
I am today. Thank you for giving of your
mind, body, and soul without the expectation
of anything in return. Thank you for giving
me the very best of everything you had.
There’s something unique about mother-

VFW POST 11461
Presents

May 28, 2012
11:30pm to 1:30pm
5:30pm
Libbey Bowl
Ojai Valley Bell Ringers
Veteran Speakers
Patriotic Singers
Big Band Era - Dick Parent
Studebaker - Rock N Roll

Wall of Remembrance

Ojai American Legion
Free Breakfast for Veterans
7am to 10am

TomKrause•John&LisaAdair•MajorTomJamison•Nick&NitaPerkins•OjaiAmeicanLegion
Post 482 • The Ojai and Ventura VIEW • OjaiAmeican LegionAuxiliary • Optimist Club of Ojai •
Oak ViewAmerican LegionAuxiliary • Roger & Carolyn Embury • Kenneth Williams • Keith &
Victoria Nightingale • Gil & Carolyn Vondriska • Martha & Smokey Whitledge • Dorothy Loebl

hood. In addition to the sleep deprivation,
emotional stress, back aches, and distortion
on the mother’s body, there is a nine month
waiting period to psychologically prepare
her for the change of a lifetime (hers and
mine).
No licenses or contracts are required. She
can’t be voted in or out of office. There are
very few regulations. Those government
rules that do exist are at such a low standard
that most mothers wouldn’t dream of violating them. If motherhood were a corporate
job, it would violate occupational safety
laws (OSHA) and labor laws (not child
birth, the other labor). With poor ergonomics, exposure to biohazards, lack of safety
equipment, compensation far less than the
federal minimum wage, excessive overtime,
workplace harassment from self-absorbed
teenagers, no health or retirement benefits,
who wouldn’t look for a better job? Mothers!
On the Job Performance
So why do they perform so well on the job
under conditions considered intolerable by
government standards. Motherhood is the
epitome of agape (ἀγάπη). It is defined as
the love that brings forth caring regardless
of the circumstance. It is unconditional love.
So how does society thank our Mothers of
today?
By selling us out to financial political
contributors, taxing the “tar” out of us all,
lowering our standard of living, and requiring mothers to take a job outside their home
to make ends meet. By over charging them
for maternity clothing. Why is a garment
with maybe 10% more material triple the
price of non-maternity counterparts? By
judging her, if her children don’t have perfectly combed hair, straight white teeth, and
spotless clothing as portrayed in the television commercials. By overlooking them for
a promotion because then can’t sustain long
out of town business trips or work crazy
overtime.
Happy Mother’s Day
President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed
May 9, 1914, the first Mother’s Day. He
asked Americans on that day to give a
public “thank you” to their mothers and all
mothers.
Depending on who tabulates the numbers,
there are more long distance phone calls on
Mother’s Day than any other day of the
year. That’s a tradition worth keeping. By
the way, I understand mothers like calls to
hear your voice several times throughout the
year, with or without a good reason. Text
messages or e-mails don’t count either. And,
by the way happy Mother’s Day.
Jefferson Pinto is a retired CPA, and holds
an MBA from one of the finer accredited
universities in the country.
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Robert Lyn Nelson

S

Robert and Gallery Owner Danna Tartaglia

The Father of “Two Worlds”

Photos ©, 2012 Cher/Joel Anderson

“Peace cannot be kept by
force. It can only be
achieved by understanding.”
– Einstein

by Cher
aturday April 14th was a successful night
in art sales over lively conversation wine
and hors d’oeuvres at Trowbridge Gallery, Ojai.
International acclaimed artist Robert Lyn Nelson
showed his incredible breathtaking art paintings to
a friendly group of art lovers.
Robert is known for his impressive murals,
sculptures, landscapes, seascapes, and amazing still
lifes. Over the last several years he has also been
inspired by The Beatles, interpreting their albums
through his art.
Nelson was heavily influenced by some of
the greatest and well known artists, including
Rembrandt, Monet, Salavador Dali, Maxwell
Parrish and Andrew Wyeth. His early love of
Cubism, in studying the work of creators Pablo
Picasso and Georges Braque, greatly influenced
Nelson and his work, profoundly apparent to this
day.
A festive night unfolded as intriguing people
filtered in and out of Trowbridge in a long
steady stream all night. Said gallery owner Danna Tartaglia, “Trowbridge Gallery
was honored to host the incredible
Smithsonian Artist Robert Lyn Nelson for a Spring show of his art. Great
fun and a great turn out here at the
gallery, with old friends and new fans
of Robert and his art. A great selection
of Robert’s original art is on permanent exhibit here at Trowbridge.”
Robert was joined by other in-house
artists and prominent others who
stopped by; all from Ojai, Santa
Barbara, Ventura or beyond; sculptors, painters, photographers and
friends such as Caren Satterfield,
Denise Carbone, Elisabeth McGinn
and Jeff Sojka, John Stutz, Ingrid
Boulting, numerous others. A few
artists and patrons also stopped by
to meet Robert, some coming from
L.A., Temecula, and beyond the
“Great State.”
Later Robert said he really enjoyed
doing an exhibit in beautiful Ojai, “I
met some really nice Ojaians and I
really appreciate them coming over to
the gallery” and it did not end there as
planned but moved on to El Giardino
Restaurant, as a large group enjoyed
wine, dinner and jovial conversation. It was a nice time to
remember in the heart of downtown Ojai at Trowbridge
– Cher
Gallery.
NOTE: On Saturday, May 26 the Gallery is hosting featured
artist, Jeff Sojka from 3-7pm. All are welcome.

Prayer Request 5th Marines

have lost 9
marines in
are innocent by birth. Nor could they possibly com4 days. IT
prehend the catastrophic politics of our world today
WOULD
with such short lives. The principles of the PatriBE NICE TO SEE the message spread if more could
archal rule continue to ram steel heads together
pass it on. Nothing in the media about these guys becrashing and killing the joy out of life. And, human
beings will never agree at the level of the mind! True cause no one seems to care: Justin Allen, 23, Brett
freedom requires such sophisticated inner technology Linley, 29, Matthew Weikert, 29, Justus Bartett, 27,
that very few acquire or care to know. We live in such Dave Santos, 21, Chase Stanley, 21 Jesse Reed, 26,
a primitive whirl of god forsaken politics fighting and Matthew Johnson, 21, Zachary Fisher, 24, Brandon
gambling at a crap table! “Slaughterhouse 9” ?
King, 23, Christopher Goeke, 23, Sheldon Tate, 27.
– Ariel, Ojai All are Marines that
e are asking everyone to say a prayer for “Dark- gave their lives for
horse” 3rd Battalion 5th Marines and their famiYOU this week.
lies. They are fighting it out in Afghanistan & they

Friday, May 4, 2012 - These young hearts

W

Learn from the Past
Listen to the Present

– unknown

Featuring Original Art
by World Renowned Artist

Robert Lyn Nelson
(805) 646-0967

www.TrowbridgeArt.com

307 E. Ojai Ave. Ste 102 Ojai

The Leashes End

Spay and Neuter

ery St.

423 E. Ojai Ave. #103

Montgom

Fox Street

Opt Out?

646.6404

•Specialty Menu
• Dine in
• Take Out
• Catering for
Any Event

Steam Carpet Cleaning

15% OFF

Your Next

Burrito Order
WITH THIS AD

646-6111

Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary

104 N. Signal Street, Ojai

794-3521 Victor
• Carpet • Floors
• Upholstery

• Pressure Washing
• Water Damage

• Restoration
• 24 Hr. Emergency Service

Photo © 2012, Joel Anderson

W

Ojai Residents Say SoCal
Edison Smart Meters
Causing Health Problems

Photo © 2008, Joel Anderson

their congressmen and senators about animal
Sad but true, every year they die in filthy
disease-ridden factory farms before reaching cruelty and circus abuse with positive results.
Darn Good Reading !
In Norway thousands of animal activist wrote
slaughter, weight: just six weeks of age. If
you would like to help call Farm Sanctuary in protesting the Norwegian government
plan to make seal hunting a tourist attraction.
at 607-582-2225.
The government abandoned the idea after an
Finally justice. A strict animal code has
been passed in Rhode Island. Repeat animal avalanche of protest letters.
Looking for a good book to read?
abuser Todd Perkins became the first person
to be sentenced to jail time and banned from Try One at a Time, A Week in an Animal
Shelter by Diane Leigh and Marilynne
owning animals for five years, the dog he
neglected is on the mend at the SPCA shelter. Geyer.
Up to 12 million animals enter animal shelTwo new dog leashes are on the market.
ters in the U.S. every year, yet only 2 to 3 milA tug preventive dog trainer: this ultra sonic
lion will be adopted. An animal is euthanized
device trains dogs to walk without tugging
their owners. The device attaches between the every 5 seconds. It’s a powerful book with
some success stories as well.
leash and collar and, when the dog tugs, the
Ron and his companion, Dudley.
Peace to all living beings on earth
speaker emits an ultra sonic frequency
your comments are welcome
that dogs find irritating, yet is inaudible to
by Ron Rowe
© 08, Joel A.
Ron Rowe, rhjrowe@aol.com
humans. The dog associates the unpleasant
sound with pulling on the leash. A four level
ith a slow economy and money
sound adjustment is available. Cost, $39.95.
tight pet owners spent a record
Check www.Hammacher.com
$50 billion on their pets in
Also, The Unleashed. A shoelace thin super
2011. Of that amount, food and veteristrong cord retracts into the collar itself, freenary costs took up over 65 percent. Service
ing your hands when you let your dog roam,
catering, pet grooming, boarding, pet sitting $33 at www.Myraddog.com.
etc. grew more than any other aspect, surgSome cats do have charmed lives. A oneing with an 8% increase from $3.5 billion in year-old cat in Massachusetts survived a 19
2010 to $3.8 billion in 2011.
story fall by gliding like a squirrel. Witnesses
American Pet Products are predicting
say the cat landed on her feet in a patch of
2012 will be another banner year for sermulch surrounded by concrete. Animal rescue
vices, predicting it will grow to an estimated worker, Mike Brahma said cats have extra
$4.11 billion. In 2011 pet owners spent $20 fur where their legs join the body, during
billion on food, $13.4 billion on veterinary
a long fall they use the flaps of extra fur to
care, $11.8 billion on supplies and overspread like a parachute.
the-counter medicines, $3.5 billion on other
A city in Taiwan is offering dog owners
services and $2.5 billion on live animal
who clean up after their pets an incentive: a
purchasers.
ticket to a lottery drawing for every bag of
Pet insurance is also another growing indog poop turned in. Prizes include gold ingots
dustry topping $450 million in 2011, with an worth $2,200.
expected growth to $500 million in 2012.
The number of pets euthanized in the
A pet dog will walk an average 11,270
U.S. has fallen from 20 million in 1972 to
miles in an average lifetime. Dogs, who typi- 3 million in 2011, even though the number
cally live 12 years, will spend one third of
of pets has doubled over that period to 160
their life sleeping, gnawing 1,160 bones and million. The biggest explanation is accepchase cats from their garden 892 times. Dogs tance of spay/neuter programs.
will be stroked or groomed for 9,980 times
Do politicians respond to voters letters of
and drink 12,502 bowls of water. A survey
protest? Yes, in the U.S. people are writing to
also showed that pet owners
are more indulgent than they
• Boards • Wheels • Accessories
were 50 years ago.
• Repairs • Sportswear
Every third and first SatOne Minute from Ojai’s Skate Park
urday of every month 10 am
to 1 pm at the Ojai Humane
X
Society Shelter on Bryant
Ojai Avenue
Street, Ojai, veterinarian Dr.
X Ojai Skate Park
Lewis conducts low-cost shot
clinic for pets. Call 646-2442
Earthwing, Arbor, Sector Nine, Globe,
for more information.
Lakai, DVS, Etnies, Matix, Neff, Charlie
Noble, Indy, Tracker, Royal, Theeve and
A brand new Best Friends
Tensor, Bones, Ricta, Oj Spitfire, Swiss,
Animal Society opened a
Reds, Shake Junt, Black Panther and more.
new spay/neuter clinic in Los
Angeles. This will provide
ojaiboardshop@gmail.com
shelter for homeless pets from 423 East Ojai Ave. #103 - Ojai, California 93023
Paid For By: Dale Hanson, Ojai Valley Real Estate
L.A. It’s a large facility 44,000
square feet, and includes
exercise yards, meet and greet gardens, a
veterinarian clinic and a ready to service
staff. Promises to be leagues better than most
of our public schools.
This is just the beginning for Best Friends
Animal Society. They are planning on opening no kill shelters all over the U.S.
Did you know over 10 billion chickens
are hatched in the U.S. every year? The vast
majority of these, intended for meat, are
crowded by the thousands into warehouses.
Raised assembly line style, they are barely
able to move. Called “broilers”, they are bred
to grow faster and larger than their ancestors:
most can’t even walk, hundreds die of heart
failure and other ailments.
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Ojai Edison customers Trinity Alexander and her

Attend Your Local
Government Meetings
and Ask Questions!

Crystal Magill, and kids, Lola, 3,
and Skylar, just 5.

http://www.ojaiandventuraview.com/
OVVtaArt/OptOutEdison.html

Why the
Ojai Art Center
Can K_SS MY A_S

brother, Eric complain of headaches, dizziness which
started within an hour of Edison installing a “Smart”
Meter on their home a couple weeks ago.

Trinity already suffers from high blood pressure,
and is on two different
medications, while Eric
has never experienced
headaches.... until the
meter was installed. “I
got a headache. I had to
go lay down, but uh.....
Now when I cough my
eye hurts, like my blood
pressure is.... and I’ve
never had high blood
pressure........” said Eric.
According to Trinity,
Edison showed up and
“he said, I’m gonna be
turning off your power
for just a few minutes....
According to Eric, his Obedinot long.... I said, Oh
oh ok. He didn’t tell us ence-trained dogs Osa and
Bosco began Pee’ing on the
why? ...just for a few
living room carpet with the
minutes he said.... when first hour of the Con Edison
he got done I went over radiation meter installation.
there and this machine’s The dogs didn’t stop for 5-7
in there..... he had left... days according to Eric and
you stand next to it you Trinity the dogs had never
feel funny, it doesn’t feel altered the carpet before.
right.... pressure in your head.... right away,” she said.
Trinity said she was not informed and was unaware
she could “Opt Out”.
“I had headaches for over a week, a couple weeks
since the day they put it in. I didn’t know this stuff was
going to mess you up in the first place,” she said. Eric
concluded, “Hopefully we can get to the root of these
things. The most amazing part to me is that if I just go
stand over there you can feel it, you know that can’t be
good!
What I don’t understand is why the bill spikes when
they put it in?” Apparently the extra dangerous “Electro Magnetic Frequency” (EMF) technology uses
more electricity than the old school analog meters,
so customers will pay more, one way or the other.
Chances are
that chilRent this space
dren being
for $10 an Issue
When Pre-Paid for 10 Issues
exposed to
the EMF’s
Call 640-8439
can be
The Only True ‘Local’
Newspaper
dangerous,
advertise@ojaiandventuraview.com
according

to many studies. Ojai
resident Crystal Magill is
concerned about her kids,
“Their toys.... that’s where
they play.... it (toywork
bench) is literally right
here, and that’s where
they play, usually within
feet..... It’s a passive form
of protest against something you don’t beleive in,
that’s being forced upon
you.”
For More Detailed,
scientific and medical information about the “Not
So” Smart Meters,

Photo © 2012, Joel Anderson
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From: marketingmavins@gmail.com
Subject: 35th Annual Art in the Park - Event Listing
Date: April 23, 2012 3:56:52 PM PDT
To: editor@ojaiandventuraview.com

H

Photo © 2012, Joel Anderson

P a g e 10

i, can you run this event listing for us?
Ojai Art Center’s 35th Annual Art in the Park
Juried Fine Arts Festival
Downtown Ojai
Thank you!
Helen Solomon
Marketing Mavins - Your Marketing Team
marketingmavins@gmail.com
805-317-1504
Subject: Re: 35th Annual Art in the Park - Event Listing
From: editor@ojaiandventuraview.com
Date: April 23, 2012 4:26:26 PM PDT
To: marketingmavins@gmail.com

H

elen,
I am not sure we have met. I am going to be brutally
honest with you so that you will understand my policy
and reticence to run P.R. associated with the Ojai Art
Center.
My newspaper, The Ojai and Ventura VIEW, has not
received the support etc. in spirit, material or otherwise from the Ojai Art Center with which THE VIEW
wholly deserves. In fact, Ojai Art Center Office Manager Teri Mettala has banned it from being distributed
in any way there, without sound reason. Mettala said

advertise@ojaiandventuraview.com

A d op t i o n L i n k s
www.vcar.us
www.petfinder.com
www.aussierescuesocal.com
www.militaryworkingdogadoptions.com
www.RescueBoutique.com
www.humanesocietyvc.org
www.catscradlerescue.org

several years ago that the reason was that the Art Center
Board/or policy did not accept commercial publications
displayed/distributed there. This is despite several commercial publications regularly available there (check the
rack just outside the double doors and you will usually
find several “accepted” commercial publications).
I am not completely sure why this is, however I suspect it has to do with the factual, truthful and real nature
of The VIEW content. Most people cannot handle the
“truth” in publications, and elsewhere and, I believe,
this is in part what is at the core, and of societies current
false condition.
It is unfortunate that the Art Center in fact has a proved
double standard, because over the years The VIEW (and
also in my capacity with The VOICE for a majority of
its years in publication) has in fact generated high quality stories, photo essays, and “Free” event listings, which
it has in fact benefitted (one need only google to see).
It is widely known I have been a great supporter of
“free” volunteer listings, photo essays, stories, etc. ever
since I arrived in Ojai in the early 90s. I have donated
near endless column inches of expensive “ink” which I
pay for out of my own pocket in the checks I write to my
printer. I have never asked for sympathy, pity or otherwise from this community, and will not start now as I am
a realist. I, in fact have a B.A. in Art myself and so find
it disheartening that I am unable to contribute, and that
any art community behaves in such a narrow, limiting
and exclusive manner.
I do wish you good luck with your endeavors. I hope
you understand my position, that my hands have been
tied.
Joel Anderson
http://ojaiandventuraview.com/xhtml/VIEWAdvertise.
html
Joel Anderson, editor
Ojai and Ventura VIEW
editor@ojaiandventuraview.com and/or
advertise@ojaiandventuraview.com and/or
JAimages@aol.com
WEB: www.OjaiandVenturaVIEW.com
805/640-VIEW (8439)

Ernie’s First Guitar

T
he Mighty Cash Cats
continue to spread the gospel

E

The Mighty Cash Cats toured Folsom Prison April 14.

Nurturing the next generation of Johnny Cash fans at Norwood, Ca.
library, Michael J. presents a great educational workshop for kids
who love the bouncy beat, the fascination with the trains and storytelling aspect of Cash originals. They’re also eager to learn about
the Carter family, Rockabilly music, Sun Records, Carl Perkins,
Elvis... and how it all evolved out of real country musical roots.

Photos © 2012, Joel Anderson

May Specials...
• Monday,Bartender’s Choice Bloody
Sunday $5 Any Vodka
Happy Hour Daily from 3-5pm
3rd Saturday Manic Mondays ~ Noon
to 6pm/Karaoke in the Evenings
Sundays Industrial Night ~ Happy
Hour Prices

Music Lessons
with Donovan
Photos © 2012, Joel Anderson

Electric/Bass instruction, or
to further your knowledge
of music theory, you have
stumbled upon a flyer of opportunity. As a musician I have been playing with dedication for many years in multiple styles of playing, and work on a basis
around your
(805)-947-7347
personal desire
of direction in music. First Lesson, FREE,
$25 an hour. Accomplishments!

Where Friends come to meet

Music Calendar
HEADS UP: Check out the Games,
BRAND NEW Flat Screen TV’s.....
Coming UP: open mic night on tuesdays, Special Live Shows starting
next month. Pool Table, Friendly
Atmosphere! Check It Out!!!

Ojai’ s late night par ty spot!

646-0670

279 N. Lomita Ave. Meiners Oaks

– by Joel Anderson

rnie just told me that his first guitar was a
Christmas present. He said he remembers
tearing open the wrapping just enough to get a
glimpse of what was to be his first guitar.
Ernie’s “Stella” guitar – a Christmas gift. It came
from a music store downtown Santa Barbara
called “Bennett’s Music”.
Ernie recalls looking, with his brothers Cory
and Brian, at all the musical instruments in the
Bennett’s Music store window as they passed
by, on their way home from the movies on State
Street. Brian remembers that store because it’s
where Ernie got his first guitar. It was the black and
sunburst color ¾ scale “Stella” guitar that Ernie
still has even today.
So many memories with that guitar. As Ernie
said in the recent film documentary, “Makin’ it”,
his first “performance was singing the Elvis tune
“Hound Dog” at the
entrance of Brownie’s
Market on De La
Vina Street in Santa
Barbara.”
Ernie was shy, but
his classmate and
friend Bobby Brown
talked Ernie into singing in front of the little
neighborhood store
that was owned by
Bobby’s parents.
Years later,
Bobby Brown became
Ernie’s team mate and
All-League Center
“Bob Brown”. He
and team quarterback Ernie were co-captains with
the SBHS JV Dons. Bob later coached Varsity
Football at San Marcos & SB High schools.
Anyhow, both Bobby Brown and Ernie were
only 9-years-old. Maybe Ernie was shy, but
he sure had that confident Elvis stance when
he played. He even had the Elvis leg movements down. And he really belted out that song
while strumming that first guitar there in front of
Brownie’s. Ernie always got the crowd
going even without the help of “The
Jordanaires”.
Soon there were other “Shows” where
Ernie did his Elvis impression. Ernie
learned even more songs, and got his
confidence up too. One neighborhood
Halloween party, and before anyone
knew it, Ernie was on his way home to
get his guitar. Someone snapped a photo
of Ernie singing “Hound Dog” with
that Elvis stance, white T-shirt and matching white
pants. Friends and family were all excited when
the shot appeared in a news story the following
day. Hey Ernie, where is that photo? It will never
be erased from their memories, but it may be one
of those lost treasures they will never see again.
It was only a matter of months before Ernie took
his musical journey to the next level. It was a very
public performance as a band. Yes, it was a real
band…kinda. “Ernie couldn’t wait for us to learn
to play real instruments”, explains Brian so they
got a friend, Larry Reed, to play some percussion.
Yes, Larry had one of those “junior” drum sets,

Guitar Lessons with
Jerry Pugh
Give the Gift of MUSIC - I come to you! 1/2
hr....$25.00 or 1 hr....$50.00 – Holiday Special Buy
5 lessons- get the 6th. FREE! (805)649-4089

Photo © 2012, Brian Faith

by Joel Anderson

of Cash to a varety of age, geographical, and ethnic groups. On
April 28, the band played a
concert for the students at
Thacher School, a private High
School in Ojai.
On Sat. May 5, they perform
at a theater in Laguna Woods The live Folsom concert April 14.
Cats shows include the Sonoma
Village, a retirement resort in
County Fair, The Sutter Creek
Laguna Hills – from teens to seniors in
Theater, The Coalinga Horned
one week!
Toad Festival and Races, The Lab
At a recent show at the Norwood
Brewery, and The Isalnd Packers
Library in El Monte, Michael J and
Johnny Cash Cruise. They will be
Leticia Blumette did a musical workshop
for school children from elementary grades back in Europe next year at Festivals in Ireland and France.
to high school!
Michael J. Smith started the
Also of significance, on April 14, MiMighty
Cash Cats in 2006. They
chael was asked to be the opening act at the
are the first group in America
new Folsom Ampitheater. The Mighty
Cash Cats played to a standing room only to do a Johnny and June
Tribute. He started playing Johnny
crowd and received several encores. The
Cash’s music in a Ventura-based
band got a tour of Folsom Prison, site of
band called the Rhythm Rangers.
Johnny’s biggest hit.
He had an inspiration to not only
Also on the Mighty Cash Cats’ calenperform the Cash’s music, but to
der last month was the San Bernadino
Train Festival – what could be better than tell the stories behind the Man in
Black and his music. As a former
Johnny Cash and trains plus Folsom!
teacher, Michael concurrently put
This summer, The Mighty Cash
Cash Continued on Page 15...
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O P E N : S u n -T h u r s 1 1 - 1 0 p m
F r i /S at 1 1 - M i d n i g ht

• Guitar & Bass Repair • Band/Music
Supplies • Guitar/Music Lessons

Full Kitchen Facility, Caterings, Banquets,
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, party- Celebrations

Don & Patricia Cardinali

• Ask About Our Organized League Sports !

139 E. El Roblar Dr. Meiners Oaks

www.cardinalibrosmusic.co.cc

•Mondays: Cluster Pluck music @ 8:30pm, •Tues: Tom Calzini music @ 8:30pm,
•WED: Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess music @ 8:30pm, •Thurs. 33 North music @ 8:30pm
•MOn. & Tues. $3 Beer All Day, •WedS. thru FRI. Happy Hour 2-6pm,
•Friday and Saturdays Live Music at 9pm

646-6150

All hugs and smiles...It was a fun night.

Ernie, Sunshine, Lance, and “Stella”

• Ojai’s Go-To Sports Pub
• Family Friendly • Great Staff
• Wide Screen Sporting Events
• Great Music • In Town Ojai

646-2098

Tobey rocks out!

and Ernie recruited brother Cory and Brian to
Tobey Groovin’
play kazoos. The kazoos were shaped in the form of
a saxophone, so it wasn’t long before Ernie had an
accompanying rhythm and “horn” sections.
They did their very first public performance with
The twins January and
Ernie singing and playing his “Stella” guitar. It
Marissa came up from Burbank.
was during the annual summer celebration of “Old
Spanish Days” in
Brian singing
Santa Barbara. The
BFB original tune Tobey from Santa Barbara
“Michael”
locals call it “Fiesta”.
with Karen.
They did that first
show for Fiesta right
there on State Street
at the entrance of an
antique shop, with the
owner standing to the
side with a big smile
on his face as he
Diane dancing to her favorite BFB tunes.
listened to them play,
watching them draw
a crowd to his store.
Ernie was the
main attraction, and
Brian hammering down the beat with Johnny
the crowd of Fiesta
on bass.
tourists and locals
Photos © 2012, Joel Anderson
just kept getting bigger and bigger. The businessman that he was, the store owner put out a little
on his new song, “You Get What You Give.”
container that he called “a tip jar”.
In the near future, Ojai’s jammin’ James AnThe “tip jar” was a great idea. The boys were sure
tunez
will be working on a new project also.....
happy about that. They finally made it home still
BFB was pleased with the great reception @ the
The ‘kids’ are alright!
eating their ice creams that they bought with the tip
Riverside Film Festival for John and Grace
jar money. Their Mom, Esther Orosco, saw the
Ferry’s film on the band, “Makin It.” It hit the
will
be
recording
“Freaky
Madonna,”
finishing
ice cream and bags of candy and asked, “Where did
the final touches, vocals and a mix down on “In the Big Screen on April 27th! Part of the Film feayou get the money to buy all that?”
tured Santa Barbara’s Brownies Market, noted
Groove’’ & hopefully “Hollywood Cast Party”at
They were all
in the story above.
SRS
Studios.
These
tracks
will
be
the
finals
for
a
smiles when anWatch new BFB YouTube Videos, produced
swering, “From follow-up CD entitled, “Best of the Brian Faith
by
Johnny Podz; “Popcorn Double Feature”, “I
Band.”
our tip jar…We
Never Knew You,” “I Can’t Help Being Yours,”
Also, singer songwriters Ed Langlo, Jimmy
played on State
all originals.
Street for Fiesta Haggerty & Jewel’s co-writer Denny Auberg
Stay tuned to The VIEW, and Check page 14,
(who
wrote
the
blockbuster
surf
film
Big
Wednesat an antique
VIEW Music Listings for the latest gigs.
shop with Ernie day) will be in the studio working on upcoming
recording
and
live
projects.
ICU’s
Jimmy
LeRoy
– Joel Anderson
and his guitar.”
will be in there too backing them up, and working
They all
called him “Big
Brother Ernie
Joseph”. He could sure sing, play the guitar and
get a crowd going. Everybody loved it. The boys all
felt it was the start of something good. Those summertime ice creams and candy were great, always
sharing it all with their friends. And the best part of
it all was that the people who saw them play were
happy too.
The band didn’t have a name, but “Big Brother
Ernie Joseph” sure had a great idea. And it all
started with that Elvis song and Ernie’s first guitar.
– Joel Anderson
SRS News: Brian Faith Band’s Karen Perry
Photo © 2012, Brian Faith

THE MIGHTY CASH CATS AT FOLSOM
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219 E. Matilija St., Ojai • Great Food • Live Music • Great Meeting Place

To Place A Business
Classified Ad

www.OjaiandVenturaVIEW.com
Download A CLASSIFIED Ad Form

The Ojai and Ventura VIEW
P.O. Box 1824, Ojai, CA 93024

ADVERTISE IN THE OJAI AND VENTURA
VIEW - Great Distribution, Great Stories, Great Writers
– Giving Away Free Stuff? No Charge for FREE Private Party CLASSIFIEDS - Email Your FREE Ad
info.www.OjaiandVenturaView.com/advertise.html
obedient ctizen
Automobiles sive
83 Chevy S-10 Blaz- population-workforce
er Parts as follows.... ~ and their property, easily
Parting Out as is... Rear led, bilked and milked.
Tailgate $50, Rocker Purchase Price:
Panel (between tail- We Accept all major
gate and bumper) $10, credit cards, Payments,
Rear Bumper $25, Rear All Bids are Considered,
Window $25, Passen- All Bids Deposited Into
Financing/
ger Door Window $25, Campaign
Hood $50, Photos on or secret Offshort
VIEW ONLINE Clas- Slush Fund Acsified Page, Email or counts. All purchases
Call for more info. You are final and non refundPick up, Ojai Area ~ able.
Methartdepaise@aol.com Payment
ods: PayPal, Cash,
640-8439
Political Favors, Drugs,
Gardening
International
Native
ORTIZ NURSERY,
Population Labor Forces
20% OFF Every
(slave labour), Oil, NatThursday At Ojai’s
ural Resources.
Friendly Nursery!
Note: Credit ArrangeOpen Daily ~ 9-6,
ments Available, Prin312 W. El Roblar Dr.
ciple + Interest may easMeiner’s Oaks, 646ily and particularly be
2546
levied onto naive native
U.S. population.
health
MIRACLE
MASSAGE CENTER - By
Appointment/Walk-ins,
411 W. Ojai Ave, Ojai,
CA, Call: 805-6463777

Rent This
Space

JOBS

Summer Office Manager: Work in a sunny
barn in the East end of
Ojai taking orders for
henna body art products
from around the country. Invoice, ship, assembly product. Must
know your way around
Window XP, be disciplined and self motivated. June 3rd through
August. Hours are 9am
to 1pm 5 days a week @
$20/hr. Dan 646 1120

Kids

K aren - 4 - K i dz
Christian Family Daycare - Ojai! Ask about
our new enrollment
Specials! See http://
Karen4kids.mysite.
com Lic# 566209532.
Call Miss Karen, 5120763

Rock n’ Roll

Guitar Lessons
– Give the Gift of MUSIC
Guitar Lessons with Jerry Pugh (I
come to you!) 1/2 hr....$
25.00 or 1 hr....$50.00
– Holiday Special Buy
5 lessons- get the 6th.
FREE! (805)649-4089

For sale

auction item
Sale
United States of America, aka U.S.A., aka
America.
SELLER: Politicians
BUYER: Only Qualified Buyers as follows:
Corporate
America,
World Bank, European
Banking Industry, Corrupt Foreign Governments and Corporations
Encouraged and Welcomed. NO U.S. Citizens Allowed to Bid.
ITEM CONDITION:
Fair to Middlin’, (a bargain!) Item resources
include complete pas-

$125 a year
prepaid

Call 640-8439

new age

PSYCHIC
DEBBIE
SENATE will give readings or give readings to
your special party. In
times like these, a psychic reading might be the
perfect thing for seeking a
new direction.
For inquiries email HaintHunter@aol.com

services

Brian the Plumber - Remodels & New
Construction, S.B. & Goleta, 284-6523
Painting - Res/Com,
Fine Finishes - Quality
Work/Processes, New &
Repaints, Restorations.
info. 798-0885, FineFinish@aol.com
Personal
ASSISTANT
Home/Office/
Childcare. Efficient Exp.
High energy multi-tasker.
Can-do positive attitude.
Pam G. 805-415-9613,
www.helperforhire.webs.
com
RENT-A-NANNY
in
Ojai - For all your child
care needs. “I have been
providing experience, dependable, childcare since
1977” • temporary/on-call
• daytime/evening • newborns/teens • overnights/
weekends 407-873-5073

vintage

Nutmeg’s Ojai
House Carries Unique
and Cool Vintage Stuff,
Unique Gifts, American
Made, Fair Trade, From
Buddhas to Bumper
Stickers ~ We Have It
All! ~ Ojai House, 304
N. Montgomery St, Ojai,
640-1656

Keep Smiling

VIEW CLASSIFIEDS - We reserve
the right to categorize, return,
edit or refuse any ad !

Stop Wall Street Theft
Shred The Fed

Support the Revolution

Advertise in The Ojai and Ventura VIEW
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View Music Listings

Live Wires & Hot Tips

•4/May - Fri., Olde Towne Tavern/261 Orange Ave,
Goleta... 967-2403, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s Jimmy
LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•4/May - Fri., O’Leary’s Side Bar/6555 Telephone Rd
# 7, Ventura.... 644-4619, Action Down, 9pm
•4/May - Fri., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Battle Zone - Rap Off, 8:30pm
•5/May - Sat., Laguna Woods Village, Laguna Woods,
CA.... The Mighty Cash Cats, 7pm
•5/May - Sat., Bella Terra Mall, Huntington Beach....
Aquarius, 9pm
•5/May - Sat., Conejo Valley Days/1300 East Janss
Road, Thousand Oaks, 495-6471.... Action Down,
6:30pm
•5/May - Sat., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Group Therapy (Alternative Rock),
8:30pm
•5/May - Sat., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411,
Edward Sharpe & the Magnetic Zeros/Las Cafeteras,
Aaron Embry, 7pm
•5/May - Sat., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Cinco de Mayo Celebration
•5/May - Sat., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Val And Her Lovers, Sonsoles Musica, Adrien Vera,
RocKimera, Ralph Oyaga, Hotel Sleep, Robt. Avolevan,
Tara Alouise, Ryan Sy, John Hunter
•6/May - Sun., Deer Lodge/Ojai.... 646-4256,
Action Down, 11:30am
•6/May - Sun., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste.
205/S.B., 962-7776.... Renegade Stringband
w/Givers & Takers
•6/May - Sun., The Viper Room/LA...
310/358-1881, Yeah.Ok.Alright, The Show Ponies, Indian School, Firefox, Galen & Compendium, Krista Mone’, Kilfire Air, Alicia Broussard,
and Bryan Valko
•7/May - Mon., The Creekside//4444 Hollister
Ave, Santa Barbara... 964-5118, BFB’s Ernie
Joseph ICU’s Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•7/May - Mon., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Cluster Pluck (Bluegrass),
8:30pm
•7/May - Mon., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/
S.B., 962-7776.... Jazz Jam/Jeff Elliott
•7/May - Mon., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Cliff Em All, Barbarian Overlords, Devil In Drag, Black
Magic Driver
•8/May - Tues., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Tom Calzini (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•8/May - Tues., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Bradford Shaw, Kathleen Sleck, Kat
Parsons
•8/May - Tues., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Elan, Rodsogarden, The Moog, Menage, and The
Laundry Shop
•9/May - Wed., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess
(Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•9/May - Wed., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Benjamin Francis Leftwich w/spec. guest
•9/May - Wed., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The Spazmatics, Neo Geo, DJ Drea, & Louis Gaston
•10/May - Thurs., Monty’s Sports Bar/5114 Hollister
Ave., Goleta... 683-1003, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s
Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer, 7pm
•10/May - Thurs., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, 33 North (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•10/May - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Mariachi Vargas, 8pm
•10/May - Thurs., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Local Rock Showcase: The Portion, Nate
Latta, Comfort Machine, St. Anne’s Place
•10/May - Thurs., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The FountNhead, Ruby Eyes, The Gallery, and The
Cocanuts, Juliet Weybert, Ms Maura & Lynz Floren,
and Dani Hagen
•11/May - Fri., Peabody’s/1198 Coast Village Road.,
Montecito... 969-0834, Brian Faith and Friends
•11/May - Fri., Olde Towne Tavern/261 Orange Ave,
Goleta... 967-2403, ICU’s Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny
Zimmer
•11/May - Fri., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Boots Electric, The Lonely Drunks Club Band, The
Black Marquee, Gram Rabbit, and Robert Patrick
•12/May - Sat., Bada Sushi/Thousand Oaks... 5570527, Action Down, 8pm
•12/May - Sat., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... The Tearaways “British Invasion” with Big
in Japan
•12/May - Sat., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Josh Madden, Dj Bobby Alt, Logan’s Heroe’s, and more
TBA
•13/May - Sun., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... SB Jazz Society Presents: Peter Clark &
Friends, Jessica Fichot
•13/May - Sun., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Drug The Kids, Raushi, Stamps, In Motion, more TBA
•14/May - Mon., The Creekside//4444 Hollister Ave,
Santa Barbara... 964-5118, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s
Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•14/May - Mon., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Cluster Pluck (Bluegrass), 8:30pm
•14/May - Mon., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Fundraiser for Crohn’s & Colitis Walk feat.
Rebecca Chapman & Phoebe Light
•14/May - Mon., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
JD Bender, Deacon & The Devil, more TBA
•15/May - Tues., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Tom Calzini (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•15/May - Tues., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Philm feat. Dave Lombardo (of Slayer), Goldsboro, It’s
Casual, more TBA

Next Issue of the VIEW Out June

•15/May - Tues., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Michael & Jessica, Alex Nishi, Conor
Patrick
•16/May - Wed., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•16/May - Wed., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Rusty Lindsey & more TBA
•16/May - Wed., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The Spazmatics, Ex-Gentlemen, Billy Boy, and London
Souls
•17/May - Thurs., Monty’s Sports Bar/5114 Hollister
Ave., Goleta... 683-1003, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s
Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer, 7pm
•17/May - Thurs., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, 33 North (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•17/May - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Wanda Sykes, 8pm
•17/May - Thurs., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Milo Greene
•17/May - Thurs., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
King Fantastic Record Rel., El Prez, YP, more TBA
•18/May - Fri., Olde Towne Tavern/261 Orange Ave,
Goleta... 967-2403, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s Jimmy
LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•18/May - Fri., Keynote/10245 Telephone Rd, Ventura,
647-9390.... Action Down, 9pm
•18/May - Fri., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Crane School Event, Benefit for
Breast Cancer Fund
•18/May - Fri., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Sponge (Playing Rotting Pinata In It’s Entirety),
The Lonely Drunks Club Band, Future
Villians, Sidewinders, Vendetta Red
•19/May - Sat., The WREC Room/219
E. Matilija St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Action Down,
9pm
•19/May - Sat., The Strawberry Festival/Oxnard....
Heart Love Alive, 10am
•19/May - Sat., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Grand Lee Phillips (solo acoustic), Cornerstone w/The Limbz
•19/May - Sat., The Viper Room/LA... 310/3581881, Wayward Sons, Whiskey Fix, Mara & The Big
Rockstars, more TBA
•20/May - Sun., The Strawberry Festival/Oxnard....
Action Down @ 12:20pm
•21/May - Mon., The Creekside//4444 Hollister
Ave, Santa Barbara... 964-5118, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•21/May - Mon., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Cluster Pluck (Bluegrass), 8:30pm
•20/May - Sun., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Aha! Teen Breakthrough Performance
•20/May - Sun., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Rachel Sierra, Ultra Love, Lumaria, Erick Schackne,
Faith Johnson, Esprit de Corps, Jenska
•21/May - Mon., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Coma, Teleskopes, MK4, & Beat Club
•21/May - Mon., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Clap Your Hands Say Yeah w/ The Darcys
•22/May - Tues., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Tom Calzini (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•22/May - Tues., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... False Puppet, The Kinds, Little INdian,
Indian Trading Furs
•22/May - Tues., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Mishka & Anuhea, Micah Brown, more TBA
•23/May - Wed., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess
(Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•23/May - Wed., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411,
Tenacious D, The Sights, 7pm
•23/May - Wed., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Tyrone Wells w/Josh Brooks
•23/May - Wed., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The Spazmatics, The Bad Bad Things, The Dares, and
Fire Tiger
•24/May - Thurs., Monty’s Sports Bar/5114 Hollister
Ave., Goleta... 683-1003, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s
Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer, 7pm
•24/May - Thurs., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, 33 North (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•24/May - Thurs., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411,
Beck, Devendra Banhard, 7pm
•24/May - Thurs., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Diamond Baby, Franky Perez & The Truth, Jared
James Nichols, more TBA
•25/May - Fri., Olde Towne Tavern/261 Orange Ave,
Goleta... 967-2403, ICU’s Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny
Zimmer
•25/May - Fri., GiGi’s/2493 Grand Ave., Ventura... 6422411, Brian Faith Band, 7pm
•25/May - Fri., Capistrano’s/2101 Mandalay Beach Rd.,

www.OjaiandVenturaVIEW.com
Keep Smiling !
www.YouTube.com/OVVtaVIEW

Oxnard.... 984-2500, Action Down, 8:30pm
•25/May - Fri., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Special C, The Originalites, Enternal Mind Control,
Lost Anyway
•26/May - Sat., 76th Horned Toad Derby, Olsen Park,
N. Garfield St., Coalinga, CA.... Headliner, The Mighty
Cash Cats, Budweiser Stage 8pm
•26/May - Sat., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Area 51
•26/May - Sat., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The Chimpz, 100 Proof, 23 Shades (Feat. Aaron Caudra) and DEDVOLT
•27/May - Sun., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411,
Sugarland, Lauren Alaina, Canaan Smith, 6:30pm
•27/May - Sun., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Teka & Rebecca Kleinmann feat. Fabiano
Nascimento
•27/May - Sun., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Kyle Hunt & The King Gypsy, Devastating Karate,
Apartment 28, Reggie Ginn, A War Party’s Farewell
•28/May - Mon., The Creekside/4444 Hollister Ave,
Santa Barbara... 964-5118, BFB’s Ernie Joseph ICU’s
Jimmy LeRoy & Jenny Zimmer
•28/May - Mon., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Cluster Pluck (Bluegrass),
8:30pm
•28/May - Mon., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, The
Beach Boys - Historic 50th Anniversary Tour, 6pm
•28/May - Mon., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Voxhaul Broadcast, Wildcat! Wildcat!, LA Font
•29/May - Tues., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Tom Calzini (Classic Rock),
8:30pm
•30/May - Wed., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess
(Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•30/May - Wed., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Tommy Alexander & Wm. Vasquez
•30/May - Wed., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
The Spazmatics, Ariana Savalas, Diamonds Under Fire,
& The Laundry Shop
•31/May - Thurs., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, 33 North (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•31/May - Thurs., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... Ghost Tiger, Omar Velasco, Dante
Elephante
•31/May - Thurs., The Viper Room/LA... 310/358-1881,
Rakaa & Prevail, more TBA
•1/June - Fri., O’Leary’s Side Bar/6555 Telephone Rd
# 7, Ventura.... 644-4619, Action Down
•1/June - Fri., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, KJEE
Summer Round up feat. Silversun Pickups, Garbage,
Naked and Famous, Grouplove, Gardens & Villa, 4pm
•8/June - Fri., SOhO/1221 State St., Ste. 205/S.B.,
962-7776.... The Slackers
•9/June - Sat., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411,
Chickenfoot, Black Stone Cherry, 6:30pm
•4/June - June., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Cluster Pluck (Bluegrass),
8:30pm
•5/June - Tues., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija St.,
Ojai.... 646-6150, Tom Calzini (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•6/June - Wed., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, Andrew Guernsey & Carl Hess
(Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•7/June - Thurs., The WREC Room/219 E. Matilija
St., Ojai.... 646-6150, 33 North (Classic Rock), 8:30pm
•7/June - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Creedence Clearwater Revisited, 8pm
•8/June - Fri., The Keynote/10245 Telephone Rd,
Ventura, 647-9390.... Action Down, 9pm
•9/June - Sat., The Jester/139 East Ojai Avenue,
Ojai.... 640-8001, Action Down, 9pm
•10/June - Fri., The Jester/139 East Ojai Avenue,
Ojai.... 640-8001, Action Down
•14/June - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, The Fab Four, 8pm
•15/June - Fri., Duarte Concert.... The Mighty Cash
Cats
•16/June - Sat., Palms/701 Linden Ave. #1, Carpinteria, 684-3811.... Action Down, 9pm
•21/June - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Kenny Loggins w/Spec. Guest, Blue
Sky Riders, 8pm
•29/June - Fri., Blackbeard’s/1591 Spinnaker Dr #115,
Ventura... 650-7773, Brian Faith Band, 7-11pm
•30/June - Sat., Montalvo Square Concert, 1746 S.
Victoria Blvd., Ventura, CA.... The Mighty Cash Cats,
6pm
•30/June - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Boogie Knights & the Spazmatics,
9pm
•30/June - Sat., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, Ben
Harper, Fitz & the Tantrums, 6:30pm
•3/July - Tues., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, The
Dukes of September Rhythm Revue: Donald Fagen,
Michael McDonald, Boz Scaggs, 7pm
•4/July - Wed., Nordhoff Stadium Fireworks/Ojai....
Action Down
•6/July - Fri., The Keynote/10245 Telephone Rd,
Ventura, 647-9390.... Action Down
•7/July - Sat., Lab Brewing Co., 30105 Agoura Rd.,
Agoura, CA.... The Mighty Cash Cats, 9pm
•8/July - Sun., OC Market Place, Costa Mesa....
Aquarius, 12-3pm
•12/July - Thurs., Chumash Casino/Santa Ynez....
800/248-6274, Happy Together, 8pm
•21/July - Sat., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, An
Evening w/Yanni Under the Stars, 7pm
•27/July - Fri., Blackbeard’s/1591 Spinnaker Dr #115,
Ventura... 650-7773, Brian Faith Band
•28/July - Sat., Island Packers, 1691 Spinnaker Dr.,
Ventura, CA.... “Johnny Cash Cruise” with The
Mighty Cash Cats
•3/Aug - Fri., O’Leary’s Side Bar/6555 Telephone Rd
# 7, Ventura.... 644-4619, Action Down
•7/Aug - Tues., Santa Barbara Bowl.... 962-7411, Norah
Jones, 7pm
Zee End
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THE MIGHTY CASH CATS

Cash Continued from page 12...
together a musical workshop to present
at Libraries around California. He and
his partner, Leticia Blumette, not only
perform the music of Johnny Cash and
June Carter, they also talk about the roots
of the music, including the Carter Family,
Rockabilly, Elvis, Carl Perkins, and Sun
Records.
Michael has tried to be as authentic and

true to the music as possible – to
pay tribute to Cash and not be an
impersonator. Michael’s Tribute to
the Man in Black has gotten world
wide recognition. He has appeared in
Ireland, Israel, France, Holland and
Germany plus Las Vegas, Northern
California and Southern California,
Utah, Colorado, Arizona, Utah,
Colorado, Montana, Wyoming,
North Dakota, South
Dakota, Texas, NY,
Iowa, and Nebraska.
– Joel Anderson
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Tribute to Johnny Cash
with June Carter
plus Country Music,
Rock n Roll, and Blues

“Thank you for
helping to keep my
dad’s music and
legacy alive.”
– Cindy Cash

The Mighty Cash Cats

A
LTHO. you may draw up warm and
fuzzy childhood visions of the likeable

grinch who stole christmas or the cat in
the hat.... “I’m sorry to say so but, sadly
it’s true that bang-ups and hang-ups
can happen to you”..... Dr. Seuss’ real
cartooning career popularized the use
of Dangerous Household Pesticides......
like DDT and FLIT..... Seuss worked
for Standard Oil from 1928 until 1943
and is generally acknowledged to be
responsible for greatly popularizing the
use of household poisons. Our School
Systems as well as popular childhood
culture still is filled with Seuss-lore....
FLIT --> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flit
– Editor, VIEW Public Service
Announcement

The Mighty Cash Cats and “The Orange Blossom
Special” after a concert at the San Bernardino Railroad
Festival, celebrating the age of Steam and Power.

The Mighty Cash Cats were honored to perform as the Opener at
a very special show, April 14, the Grand Opening of The Folsom
Amphitheater. Cash put Folsom on the map with his biggest hit,
“Folsom Prison Blues,” which took place at a live concert at the prison
in 1968. Band members (Leticia Blumette - bass/vocals, Michael J.
- lead vocals/guitar and local “Ojai” boy Oliver Thin - guitar/vocals,
Justin Young - drums) were given an exclusive “behind the scenes”
tour of the prison and accompanying museum. The theme of the day
was honoring Johnny’s Cash and Folsom chose the world renowned
Mighty Cash Cats America’s #1 Tribute to the Man in Black!

Booking Info: 805-218-2818
Web: www.mightycashcats.com
Youtube: www.youtube.com/mjaysm
Email: mjaysm2198@msn.com
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We are All Ojai FLOW
(Friends of Locally Owned Water)

It’s up to us to know the truth, educate the public,
and get out the vote when the time comes
for a Water Rescue Bond that will stop the terrible
Golden State Rip-Off
Visit www.OjaiFlow.com Today

to receive the Ojai Flow newsletter and learn the truth
Paid for by Ojai FLOW that supports the acquisition of Golden State Water Company in Ojai

Ernest &

Renaissance
Call 805 964 3035
Rose
Acoustic

Music for All Occasions

Celebrating Our
25th Anniversary

photos © Lisa Duarte & the Duarte Family

• Catering for
Any Special Event
• Specialty Menu
• Dine in
• Take Out
“There’s Always
Something Cooking
at Ruben’s”

15% OFF

Your Next

104 N. Signal Street, Ojai

www.YouTube.com/OVVtaVIEW
Buying or Selling Property?

Call 310/266-7297

Burrito Order
WITH THIS AD

Licensed Realtor - Bonnee Dillin-Fontana

646-6111

Listing: Shopping Center in S.B. • DRE#01086030

We
Care About People
From Malibu to Santa Barbara
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Local
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